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In

1943, most of the teenage boys in America
were in a panic about
one thing: they were
afraid the war would
end before they could
enlist. For those of us
who grew up long after
those days, this attitude is stunning. But
such was the spirit of the day. The
whole country went all in to win this
war against tyrants and imperialism. Young men wanting to enlist in
all branches of the armed forces kept
recruiters busy. Some of these eager teens lied about their age so they
could go with their friends and their
brothers. One of them was a high
school star athlete from Shenandoah,
Iowa who decided to jump a couple
of years and convinced the Army Air
Corp to let him go to flight school in
Yuma, Ariz. After 90 intense days,
they made him a second lieutenant
and pilot of a B-24, sending him off
to Palawan, Philippines to fly combat
missions in the Pacific. He was only
18.
In a similar manner, the Great
Commission will one day end. Each
moment brings us closer to the end
of our opportunity to make disciples.
One day the Lord will say, “That’s it.
Time’s up.” Wouldn’t it be awesome if
the followers of Jesus Christ had the
same mindset as teenage boys did 72
years ago? Imagine if believers today
would say, “I don’t care what it might
cost; let me into this battle.” Around

the globe there are still so many people who have never heard of the love
and forgiveness of God, and they have
no idea that the clock is ticking. Will
we be mobilized into action, or continue as mildly interested spectators?
Something else of major significance happened in 1943. Courageous
men and women with no money, no
missionaries, and strong opposition
created a new mission agency, one
dedicated to the unapologetic and

uncompromising proclamation of
the inerrant word of God. Today, that
same organization is determined to
find and deploy more missionaries
than ever before. The Mobilization
Ministries Department at WorldVenture is thrilled to lead the charge in
this endeavor. May the Lord bring
us passionate men and women who
will skillfully and effectively take this
message to all those who need to hear.
P.S. I knew about the kid from Iowa
because he was my father.
Dougg Custer is the Vice President
of Mobilization Ministries for
WorldVenture.
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What Did You Expect?
MIS SION WORK ISN’ T ALWAYS PRE T T Y, BU T I T’S WORT H I T

JEFF DENLINGER

he

incredible
beauty
and
gracef ulness
of ballet holds
audiences spellbound in the
story. But what
are not seen are
the hours spent
relentlessly mastering the art of the
dance. That price is paid by the ballerina’s feet, often hidden from the

T
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audience’s sight. The beauty and the
pain go together.
They are inseparable.
I am drawn to this image, for in
it, I see the price of what it means to
follow Jesus to the ends of the earth.
While churches celebrate one’s public
expression of obedience to the missionary call, there is a private price
to be paid if one wants to dance the
gospel ballet. Long-haul obedience
to make disciples comes with a price
and many are surprised by the cost.

HOMELESSNESS
Departing for missionary service
necessitates the leaving of home. In
many cases, family, friends, and fellow believers from church celebrate
and consecrate the departure, the
setting apart of “Barnabas and Paul.”
And, like Abraham, we go trusting in
God. Along the way, something mysterious begins to happen. Home is
no longer home. Yes, loved ones and

the beauty of the gospel dance comes
with the pain of dissonance in one’s
sense of belonging.
Few enter into mission work understanding this change, yet the subtlety and force of it are real. So do
not be surprised at a sense of homelessness. It is a blessing in disguise
that uniquely reminds us that, as
Christ-followers, our citizenship is
in heaven and we look for a heavenly
city.

trial when it comes upon you to test
you, as though something strange
were happening to you” (1 Peter 4:12).
Why then are we surprised when we
do come under attack?
Perhaps, we didn’t really expect
that it would happen to us. Few of
us experienced this back home. The
reality: if we want to dance in the
gospel ballet, we will encounter increased spiritual attacks in our lives
and in our families. Chronic illness-

SPIRITUAL BATTLE

folks “back there” are eager to see
their sent ones return, but returning
is somehow not the same as before.
Belonging now resides somewhere
else.
For those cross-cultural sojourners who enter into the life, the language, and culture of the local people, incarnational seeds blossom: we
begin to identify and to love a people
not our own. Secure in who we are in
Christ, we learn to freely serve others that they may embrace Jesus. Yet,

The
Apostle
Paul
writes repeatedly that as
Christ-followers, we are
all in a spiritual battle.
Yet, it seems that spiritual attacks are often more
intense for those who willingly give their lives for
the cause of the gospel,
and who rally others to be
salt and light in very dark
circumstances. After the
final interview in the appointment process where
we get pinned with a WorldVenture name tag, another unseen event occurs: it’s
as if we have voluntarily
painted a spiritual bull’seye on ourselves. If we are
parents, then we have also
painted those bulls’-eyes
on our children. As we serve in places of great darkness where the people live in spiritual bondage, it’s as
if we turn blinking lights on around
those bulls’-eyes. It’s the same thing
for those who step into any and all
leadership that serves the cause of
Christ.
The Apostle Peter wrote, “Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery

“If we want to
dance in the
gospel ballet, we
will encounter
increased spiritual
attacks in our
lives and in our
families.”

es, seemingly overwhelming temptation, pervasive discouragement, collegial discord, and overt attacks on
our kids through nightmares, fears,
and imaginary “friends” are some of
the battlegrounds.
These are real battles. Look hard
for them in the recruitment literature
for missions, for they are rarely mentioned. You must turn to the book of
Acts and missionary biographies.
INSIDE WORLDVENTURE
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A simple perusal of Paul’s letters to
the Ephesian and Colossian churches
shows us how we either live in bondage to the demonic and the effects
of sin, or we live in a battle with the
demonic and with sin. There are no
sidelines. Battle or bondage: it’s your
choice, only do not be surprised. Jesus sent his followers out as sheep
among wolves. The world hated him.
He was mocked. He was abused. He
was crucified. We can expect the
same. So do not be
surprised and do not
fear when spiritual
battles erupt, because
He has overcome the
world. The bleeding
and scarring of ballerina blisters are real.
Yet, somehow, God
transforms those battle scars into testimonies of His grace.

CRUCIFIXION
“I have been crucified with Christ. It is
no longer I who live
but Christ who lives
in me. And the life I
now live in the flesh I
live by faith in the Son
of God, who loved me
and gave himself for
me” (Galatians 2:20).
The words roll off our tongue
from memory. Our hearts acknowledge the theological veracity of the
statements. We preach and teach
the “oughts” and the “what nots” of
such Christian living. And yet, a false
mask of piety is too easy to wear-unless our egos are crucified daily,
even hourly.
You see, most of us have pursued

8
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years of education, and we have intentionally sought opportunities to
exercise and grow in our faith. In the
candidate selection and support raising processes, we sometimes confuse
our credentials and the great needs
of the world with our identity. We
fall for the temptation to believe that
God and His work need us. Where
our pre-field naiveté is fouled with
an on-field superiority, we domesticate the cross for our personal bene-

“Once you’ve
tasted the
beauty of the
dance, you don’t
care what your
feet look like.”

fit, making missions simply the vehicle. Paul has a title for such persons:
“peddlers of God’s word” (2 Corinthians 2:17).
Missions is neither for the faint of
heart nor for the lightweight of soul.
“Who is equal to such a task?” Paul
asks rhetorically. No one.
Thus it is that Paul declares: “May
I never boast except in the cross of
our Lord Jesus Christ, through which

the world has been crucified to me,
and I to the world” (Galatians 6:14).
So do not be surprised that death to
self becomes the daily norm, not the
campfire invitation. For such are the
men and the women who disciple the
nations to Christ.
If you want to join the ballet, you
have to expect ballerina feet. Loss of
home, spiritual battles, and death to
self transform normal feet into beautiful feet that bring good news. And
beautiful feet dance.

They dance the grace
dance as our hearts
pirouette with joy
in proclaiming that
God’s grace is sufficient. In the pain of
ballerina feet, His
power is made perfect. And once you’ve
tasted the beauty of
the dance, you don’t care what your
feet look like.
What are you expecting?

Jeff Denlinger is the President of
WorldVenture.
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“The scarring of ballerina
blisters and bleeding are real.
Yet, somehow, God transforms
those battle scars into
testimonies of His grace.”
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p
eople who see Rodger and Lynne
Schmidt doing ministry on the island
of Mozambique don’t understand this
side of their life. They see the couple
and their two sons enjoying a resort
island, with blue ocean water, palm
trees, and pristine beaches. “Must be
rough,” family friends will say.
Living on the Ilha de Moçambique,
WorldVenture missionary Rodger
Schmidt has put locals in jail for
stealing. He requires all members
of his security team to pay for any
equipment that gets stolen, even if
they aren’t on duty. While seemingly strict, the cross-pollination of this
accountability works, Rodger says,
although he’s been obligated to fire
half of his employees at one time or
another.
The island is quickly becoming
one of Mozambique’s top 10 tourist
destinations for its combination of
beauty and history. This summer, the
Schmidts are opening phase 1 of their
dream business: a 10-suite hotel, bakery, and restaurant. The 150-year-old
Portuguese building boasts beachfront property, with an adjacent garden, gazebos, and porch swings, all
overlooking the ocean.
And yet, the island’s own history
is more complicated than the peaceful landscape would suggest. Only
three kilometers long, it used to be
10
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r i p p l es o f

ON

moza m b i qu
HOW WO RLDVENTU RE M ISSIO NARI ES ARE RE VIVI NG

the point of contact for the 400-year
Portuguese occupation of the land,
of which Stone Town (on the northern end of the island) was the capital
city of Portuguese East Africa. Slaves
hauled stones on their backs to build
this early settlement. The birthplace
of Islam in Mozambique, the island
was also a thriving trading post for
slaves, gold, and spices for the Portuguese on their way to India, as well

as a major Arab port. It boasts many
significant cultural sites, including
the Chapel of Nossa Senhora de Baluarte, considered the oldest European
building in the southern hemisphere.
The Schmidts say 14 sunken ships
rest in the waters nearby, and broken pieces of pottery from the Ming
Dynasty still wash up on the island’s
shores.
“It’s amazing in this little tiny cor-

TRANSFORMATION BEGINS
WITH WORK

c ha n g e
e i s la n d
AN ISL AN D TH ROUG H TOU R ISM

ner of the world, all that went on
here,” the Schmidts said. “It’s a very
unique place to come visit, and the
waters are breathtakingly beautiful.”
But looking below the surface, a
slave tunnel still exists where slaves
would walk from the prison to the
stone quarry, where boarding ships
that would take them away. The history of colonialism and hardship
have left a shadow on the island and

its 14,000 residents.
“Historically, the Arabs, Portuguese
and all wealthy foreigners provided
for them in every way because that is
how it was done,” said Rodger. “They
also told them where to stand, sit,
what to eat, kept them illiterate and
shut off from the outside world, beat
them and kept them poor to control
them.”

Rodger and Lynne’s desire is to write
a new history for the island through
business. Even more than that, they
seek to use business side-by-side with
transformational leadership training among the Makua people. In one
instance, Rodger’s security guards
caught one of their co-workers stealing. Instead of sending the young
man to jail and ruining his employment opportunities, Rodger fired the
employee, saying he could volunteer
for three months, with an evaluation
at the end of that time. The young
man, although publicly disciplined in
front of his co-workers, still wanted
to come to the weekly teachings Rodger does with his employees. Rodger’s
teaching was getting through to him.
Rodger teaches his 12 employees in
his own home on whatever topics the
young people want to hear, ranging
from business advice to relationship
advice, all using biblical principles.
The group knows that while Rodger
and Lynne treat them seriously as
employees, they also love them like
their own sons. Rodger will wrestle
with them. Lynne will invite their
wives, mothers, and girlfriends over
to paint nails. While the teaching
times are never explicitly evangelistic, two employees have come to
know Christ.
One of the new believers used to
be a devout Muslim, and a “thug,”
according to the Schmidts. Rodger
had known him for nine years, but he
started noticing the young man never went to the mosque. When Rodger
asked him about it, the young man
initially said he didn’t have time. “But
you have time to come to our teachings,” rebutted Rodger. “How can you
INSIDE WORLDVENTURE
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influential Muslims.
Rodger and Lynne have always had
a desire to work in the hospitality
industry, and the booming tourism
industry on the island offered the
perfect outlet for their early passions.
Not only will their business serve local and national markets, but also the

have time for that and you don’t have
time for the mosque?” “Well, things
are changing,” replied the Makua employee.
Two weeks later, he publicly professed his faith in Jesus.
“I’ve never invited him to go to
church, I’ve never invited him to
read the Scriptures,”
said Rodger. “Those are
all things that the power of God has done in
his life, because he saw
and heard the Gospel in
everyday life. It’s those
types of things that have
been really encouraging
to us to plunge ahead
with life here.”

DEVELOPMENT OF
A COMMUNITY
Beyond transforming
their own employees,
the Schmidts desire to
transform the entire
Makua community on
the island. They live on
the southern end of the
island, although their
hotel property is on the
northern end, because
12
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that’s where the islanders live. They
participate in local food fairs. They
hosted a local marathon as a fundraiser for beach cleanup in the fall.
Because they are local business owners, they’ve gained influence and a
good reputation among the rest of the
business community, many of them

“It’s amazing in this
little tiny corner
of the world all
that went on here.
It’s a very unique
place to come visit,
and the waters
are breathtakingly
beautiful.”

international visitors coming from
mainland China, Dubai, and Europe.
The name of the Schmidts’ business
is Rickshaws, and it’s significant.
Early on in the island’s history, slaves
used to transport foreign and local
dignitaries by rickshaw. Now, the
Schmidts’ hotel will also offer clients

their own rickshaw, but this time by
employing local people riding bicycles, thus giving them dignity and redeeming a part of the island’s history.
“God created all humans for meaningful work,” said Rodger. “When
there’s meaningful work in the lives
of human beings, something spiritual

happens to where we are awakened
and more receptive to spiritual questions and discussion.”
WRITTEN BY KATE TRACY

WORLDVENTURE.COM

/tourism-as-missions

TOP LEFT: The Schmidts’ future hotel also features paid bicyclists to transport their clients on rickshaws. BELOW: Chapel of Nossa
Senhora de Baluarte on Mozambique Island is considered the oldest European building in the southern hemisphere.
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MISSIONARY WANTS TO SEE SIMPLE EVANGELISM TOOL SUCCEED IN CATHOLIC-BACKGROUND COUNTRIES
hort-term
mission trips
have been a
source of contention within
the Christian
c o m m u n i t y.
On one hand,
Christian leaders argue that shortterm trips create dependency and do
not empower local communities. On
the other hand, organizations like
WorldVenture are full of workers
whose short-term trips catapulted
them into long-term ministry.
For Brent Ralston, a WorldVenture
missionary in the Philippines, host-

S

ing short-term teams took much of
his time and energy early in his career. What he witnessed most were
the benefits for the Americans on
the short-term trip; however, once
they left, he saw few positive changes
within the national church.
“It’s the typical problem of the missionary putting in a lot of time and
energy and seeing very little fruit
come out of it,” he said.
Brent found a solution to this problem through Church Partnership
Evangelism (CPE). In the 15 years
he’s used this program, Brent has
seen at least eight churches planted,
as well as at least five national Filipi-

no lay people go into full-time ministry through their involvement in CPE.
In addition, American churches have
become fully invested in global mission work through CPE.
“What we have with Church Partnership Evangelism is a win for [everyone]: the sending church and
team, the missionary, the national
pastor, and the national church,” said
Brent.

HOW IT WORKS
A team of typically four to six
Americans travel to the Philippines

INSIDE WORLDVENTURE
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to partner with Brent’s local churches. Before their arrival, Brent spends
time training the local Filipinos, urging them to pray for a list of contacts
who need Jesus. One or two national Filipinos will typically pair with
an American, and they will venture
to each person on the national’s list,

“It gives the
missionaries a
real, viable way
to use short-term
teams where it’s
advantageous for
everyone.”

whether these are neighbors, family
members, co-workers, or other acquaintances.
The Americans will share their testimony, while the Filipinos will walk
through a 10-question tract, asking
basic questions about God, Jesus,
faith, sin, and salvation. During these
meetings, approximately 90 percent
of the hosts will accept Christ, ac-

cording to Brent.
But that’s only half the work. Brent
typically sees between 20 to 45 conversions for every American who
participates. Part of this is cultural:
Filipinos want smooth interpersonal
relationships, so they will do anything
to please their American friends. “We
obviously realize many of
those decisions are not sincere decisions,” said Brent.
That’s why the American
team spends the first half
of their week evangelizing,
and the second half following up with their contacts.
Ideally, the national will
establish follow-up Bible
studies for further discipleship.
“What we’re trying to do
is show the local church
members that it’s not
enough just to lead your
friend to Christ; it’s also
important that you disciple them,” said Brent.
Most of the churches working with
Brent boast an attendance between
40 and 70 people. When American
teams evangelize to Filipinos, Brent is
looking for 20 percent of those people
to become part of the church. “If we
have 200 decisions I’m looking for 40
people into the church. Usually, it’s
less than 20 percent.”
Even so, these numbers quick-

ly become significant for the small
churches. Brent hopes to continually
strengthen the follow-up Bible studies the Filipinos host for more effective discipleship.

WHY IT WORKS
Brent believes CPE is a perfect
tool for evangelism to use in Catholic-background countries beyond the
Philippines. He’s seen its success in
South American countries, and hopes
Europe could even benefit from the
one-to-one relationship evangelism.
16

FEATURES

“What we’re trying
to do is show
the local church
members that it’s
not enough just to
lead your friend
to Christ; it’s also
important that you
disciple them.”

Because of the fervent Catholicism
in the Philippines, most Filipinos affirm some of the questions asked in
the CPE sessions. This commonality
helps these new converts reach a new
understanding of grace and forgiveness.
The mobilization of the American
church is also a focal point of CPE.
One of Brent’s supporting churches
has sent teams for 12 out of the 14
years the program has been running.
They desire every member to either
go, financially support, or pray for the
CPE campaign. In addition, David

and Kenda Jerome became WorldVenture missionaries solely to coordinate CPE campaigns because they
believe in its effectiveness.
For Brent, it’s all about empowering the national believers to share
the gospel. “I can guarantee you that
a successful campaign versus. an unsuccessful campaign is totally dependent on how well the national lay people do in following up their contacts
that pray to receive Christ,” he said.
Brent hopes to see other WorldVenture missionaries use CPE in their
own church planting and evangelism

efforts, especially in Catholic-background countries.
“I would love to see some of our
other missionaries try this,” he said.
“If they’re serious about it, I think
they can really revolutionize their
own ministry. It gives the missionaries a real, viable way to use shortterm teams where it’s advantageous
for everyone.”
WRITTEN BY KATE TRACY

WORLDVENTURE.COM
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Simple Questions
Complicated Answers

W

hen
meeting
people, standard
questions
fly
from our mouths.
“What’s
your
name?”
“Where
are you from?” Simple questions, one
and all—or are they? For the Third
Culture Kid (TCK) and Adult Third
Culture Kid (ATCK), the answers
aren’t succinct or straightforward.
Identifying yourself by name
seems simple enough, but some TCKs
hesitate to answer. Consider Jamie,
a Canadian born on a Wednesday
in a small village hospital in West
Africa. He rarely heard his given
name. He answered to Kwaku, his
Baoule day name meaning “male
born on Wednesday.” When he
went to Canada for the first time as
a pre-schooler, people perplexed
him as they insisted his name was
Jamie.
Most cultures associate themselves with a piece of geography.
The question for TCKs,
a
people
of

BY S H E RY L O’ B RYA N
diaspora, is difficult. Which piece
of geography should they identify
with? Does the person asking the
question want to know which passports they carry? Are they being
asked where they live or where they
were born? “Where are you
from?” is one of the scariest
and most complicated questions for many TCKs.
A pregnant pause often
exists between the question
and the response. Not only
does the TCK have to juggle
questions of geography, but
questions of intent and revelation are also thrown into
the answer conundrum. “Is
this person really interested
in all the meaningful places I
consider home?” “Are they just
looking for an easy answer?”
“How much of my life do I want
to reveal and explain?” “Will
this answer somehow ostracize
me?” “How long is this person’s
attention span?”
A few days ago the TCK
interns were trying to
find their quick answers
to the question of the
elusive concept of home
as limited to the U.S. One
of them said, “I’m from
upstate
New
York—no,
Michigan—no, Florida—no, I
think I’m from Georgia.” The
next day she came in and
proudly announced, “If anyone
asks, I’m from Georgia. I think.”

Sheryl O’Bryan is the TCK
Coordinator for WorldVenture.
18

The work to develop a short,
standard answer is difficult. For
many the true answer lies in a
different question. “Who are you
from?” will tell you much more
about a TCK’s heart and sense of
belonging than “Where are you
from?” The TCK definition ends with
the phrase “the sense of belonging

“‘Who are you
from?’ will tell you
much more about
a TCK’s heart and
sense of belonging
than ‘Where are
you from?’”
is in relationship to those of similar
background.”
While many find their roots in a
place, TCKs most often find their
roots in people. In “B at Home,” a
novel by Valerie Besanceney, the
main character Emma observes:
“Home is not necessarily one place.
It’s all the places that are part of
me. Home is all the experiences
combined. Home is in all the
languages I speak.
Home is all the
people I hold
close to my
heart. Home
is always
with me.”

Megumi - AGE 7

*some names and ages chaged for security reasons

Uganda
What’s your favorite thing about Uganda?
“That we get to eat different foods … beans and rice.”
What is the biggest difference between America and Uganda?
“That there are lots of motorcycles in Uganda that don’t stay in traffic.”

Annie - AGE 9
France

Seri - AGE 7

What’s your favorite thing about France?

Rwanda

“That, well, I really like my house … that it’s big and I get my own room.”
What’s something you really like about America?

What’s your favorite part about
living in Rwanda?

“That I have a lot of houses in America and only one in France … because I have my
two grandparents’ houses that I stay in, and I stay a lot more places in America.”

“I like it because we can go
barefoot outside, and there is a
lot of dust and dirt there so I like
making pretend food.”

What’s your favorite food?
“I really like getting pastries in the morning in France.”

What’s the biggest difference
between Rwanda and America?

A LITTLE PERSPECTIVE

“When you go to markets in
Rwanda they always want to
touch you because you’re white.
And it’s kind of squished and
crowded and you bargain for
things. In America you go to
Walmart and there is a price and
you have to pay it.”

interviews with TCKs
CO M PIL ED

BY

CHA R IT Y

B UT L E R

Emma - AGE 11

Korey - AGE 5

Ireland

Kazakhstan

What do you like about Ireland?

What’s your favorite thing about
Kazakhstan?

“I like that I can speak the language in
school and that I have lots of friends
there.”

“That I get to be with new friends.”
What is the biggest difference between
Kazakhstan and America?

What’s the biggest difference between
America and Ireland?

“That they look different … like certain
types of shirts and dresses.”

““That it’s colder and the people speak a
different language.”

Ben - AGE 11

What’s your favorite food?
“Fish and chips.”

Bolivia
What’s your favorite thing about Bolivia?
“My favorite thing about Bolivia is the sports that they have,
like soccer and basketball and volleyball.”
What is the biggest difference between Bolivia and America?
“The difference between America and Bolivia is that in Bolivia
it’s like extremely hot and tropical. And here it’s more green
and not as tropical.”

Lauren - AGE 10
Kazakhstan
What’s your favorite thing about
Kazakhstan?
“They have tasty food and not
hamburgers, I’m sick of them.”
INSIDE WORLDVENTURE
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THEOLOGIC AL E DUC ATION IN THE C R A
How evangelical seminaries in the Arab world are engaging their
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THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION IN THE CRADLE OF CHRISTIANITY

DLE OF CHRISTIANITY
Muslim neighbors with the gospel.

W
oven into the tapestry of the Arab
world is the Qur’an, a book as often
misunderstood as it is perused,
quoted, and exalted. WorldVenture
workers in Arab countries have a
complicated relationship with the
Islamic holy book, often using it
as a bridge to reach their Muslim
neighbors.
Sitting across the table from one of
these workers at WorldVenture’s 2015
Renewal Conference, I wanted to
know how well he knew the Qur’an,
so I asked him if he reads it more
than the Bible.
“You know, I read the Qur’an more,”
he responded. Then with a laugh he
said, “That’s a terrible confession to
make!”
This worker*, who made the transition from atheism to Christianity
in Berkeley, Calif. during his college
years, happens to speak and read
Arabic fluently. That skill alone
makes him more qualified in
Qur’anic studies than three-fourths
of the Muslim world, all non-Arabic
speakers. WorldVenture leaders call
him a “well-kept secret.” He’s lived
in the Arab world for nearly 40 years,

The city of Amman, Jordan is home
to one of WorldVenture’s partnering
theological schools.
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and taught at three theological institutions in the Middle East. Rumors
carry that imams seek his knowledge about the Qur’an when they’re
stumped.
But he’s quick to dispel this claim.
“They don’t come to me,” he says. “I
have acquaintances...that I can visit,
and some of them can visit me. They’re
not coming to ask about Islam. The
point you want to get to with these
these [men] is to get their trust, so
they will begin asking you—not about
Islam, but about Christianity.”
He’s just one of the many theological educators in this region of the
world who are using their knowledge

“The kind of reconciliation we’re
looking for is [Muslims] coming to know
Jesus.”

of Islam and the Arabic language as a
bridge to the 350 million Arab people,
90 percent of whom are Muslims. And
in this highly Muslim, highly relational culture, WorldVenture worker
Caleb* says a conversation can’t go
five minutes without delving into

1

2
Fund theology students. These
students work in ministries and
churches with little funding.
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faith or politics. That’s completely
contrary to the American idea of
polite small talk, but in Arab cultures
this kind of dialogue is frequent, and
it’s essential.
“Until we start talking about
theology and doctrine together, we

THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION IN THE CRADLE OF CHRISTIANITY

Befriend a Muslim in your
neighborhood. Show them
how they can make meaningful
connections in the West.

haven’t really started talking with
each other,” said Caleb, who teaches
at Arab Baptist Theological Seminary
(ABTS) in Lebanon.
The recent rise of radical expressions of Islam through the Islamic
State has created an even greater
need for reconciliation and dialogue
in the Arab world.
However, in a region where
Christianity appears to be losing
ground, it’s also surprisingly alive.
The Jordan Evangelical Theological
Seminary (JETS) notes in a recent
journal how there are approximately
20 theological schools and programs.
The number of these institutions has

grown substantially in the last 20
years, when there used to be only
one-third of these programs. These
theological institutions are laying
the foundation for much good in the
Middle East, weaving together gospel
doctrine and gospel practice.

DIFFICULT LIVING
Elie Haddad remembers the phone
call he received from a WorldVenture
worker*, asking him to return to his
home country of Lebanon as provost
of the Arab Baptist Theological
Seminary (ABTS). Elie didn’t want to

3

go. He was comfortable serving at his
Arabic-speaking church in Canada,
and he hated the thought of returning
to the country that had forced him to
flee. But in July of 2005, he consented
to going, as he felt it was from God.
Now president of the institution,
Elie has guided ABTS through many
changes since its founding in 1960.
ABTS recently launched its online
program, pioneering quality Arabic
theological education. The institution has developed its curriculum
and vision to influence interfaith
dialogue, missional thinking, and
equal training for men and women,
all through an innovative curriculum.

4
Understand that the faithful
expression of Islam is not
terrorism.

Become a strong voice of
advocacy among political and
social leaders to stand for
peace and human rights in the
Middle East.
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“The last couple of
years, we’re getting
a lot more single
women from different
countries in the
Arab world, which
is strange and very
countercultural. God’s
preparing something.”

While JETS cannot accept any
believers from non-Christian backgrounds, as it is located in Jordan,
ABTS welcomes them in the more
open, Western-friendly Lebanon.
ABTS thus educates many North
African leaders and other believers
from non-Christian backgrounds
who cannot find seminary training
elsewhere. However, a law in Lebanon
does not allow outside religious
students to bring their families into
the country. This means many wives
enroll along with their husbands in
order to enter the country as students
themselves, resulting in a gender
ratio at ABTS of 55 percent male and
45 percent female.
24

“They go back as a ministry unit,
which is very powerful,” said Elie.
“The last couple of years, we’re
getting a lot more single women from
different countries in the Arab world,
which is strange and very countercultural. God’s preparing something.”
ABTS has widely influenced
Christianity in North Africa, with
graduates serving as key leaders in
Sudan, Morocco, and Algeria. One
Algerian couple, for example, found
the husband’s name on an Algerian
government list sentencing him to
prison. Despite the risks, the couple
was so dedicated to serving in the
Algerian church that they finished
their ABTS education and returned to

THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION IN THE CRADLE OF CHRISTIANITY

the country, where a 1,000-member
church regularly worships.
“It’s because God had raised people
like this couple who are willing to die
for their faith,” said Elie. “And now
the whole landscape of ministry in
Algeria has changed. It’s not underground. It’s very open.”
The only expense for which ABTS
students are responsible is their ticket
to Lebanon; the school covers tuition,
room, and board. But, says Elie, the
education comes at a different cost.
“It takes dedicated, committed
people, who are willing to not just die
for their faith, but live for it in difficult circumstances,” he says.

CLASSES IN THE ARAB
CONTEXT
Meanwhile, in the city of Amman,
Jordan, a small, unassuming office is
home to the Program for Theological
Education by Extension (PTEE).
The institution, founded in part by
WorldVenture missionary Dick Hart
in 1981, offers bachelor degrees,
diplomas, and certificates in theology.
The program currently operates in 15
cities.
What makes PTEE strategic is that
students are able to take classes while
working full-time. Students are able
to practically start applying their
theological knowledge to the workplace and other contexts.
PTEE teaches a course on Islam,
but it’s not meant to be a Christian
apologetics class. Students read
Islamic authors and learn about
Islam from Muslims themselves. In a
similar vein, ABTS teaches each of its
classes through an Islamic context,
which differs from its previous focus
of ministry expectations in solely
Christian communities.
Contextualization of the church in
Arab culture may mean refraining
from teaching systematic theology,
as it doesn’t mesh with the circular
thinking of Middle Easterners. It
may mean understanding that future
churches may look like a group
of people sitting in a circle on the
ground. It’s a necessary direction, as
believers from non-Christian backgrounds will most likely make up the
future of Middle Eastern churches.
“We need to accept the fact that
there’ll be different expressions
of church than we’re used to, and

there’ll be different forms
for followers of Christ
than we’re familiar with
and comfortable with,”
said Elie.
But these institutions
reach beyond classroom
and theoretical contextualization, aiming for
practical application in
an area of the world that
hasn’t known peace for
many years. In the midst
of a tumultuous time in
Lebanon during 2006, ABTS served
as a refugee center for displaced
people, Muslims included.
In 2008, ABTS revamped its
curriculum to make space for practical application of what students are
learning. When the recent Syrian
refugee crisis hit, the foundation was
already in place for students to move
into their communities and offer
relief and loving outreach among the
refugees.
“Because of the shape of the new
curriculum, these ministry opportunities serve as important and creditable learning reflections that we see
as highly significant for our students’
learning,” said Caleb.
The same is true for PTEE’s

“It takes dedicated,
committed people,
who are willing to not
just die for their faith,
but live for it in difficult
circumstances.”

network in Syria to help 60 families
following the war outbreak.
Despite the upheaval in Syria, Dick
says people are still hungry for the
word of God, and PTEE is currently
enrolling 15 theological students in
Damascus.

LOOKING FOR PEACE
Followers of Jesus know reconciliation is foundational to the faith, as
Christ’s death reconciles believers to
God. But using theology as a means of
making peace in the Middle East may
look different than what Americans
might think.
“The kind of reconciliation we’re
looking for is [Muslims] coming to

The Jordan Evangelical Theological
Seminary is located in Amman,
Jordan.
INSIDE WORLDVENTURE
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Baptist Theological Seminary is located in Mansourieh, Lebanon.
26 The Arab
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“Islam doesn’t
have to be
‘evil’ in order
for Jesus to be
good news.”

know Jesus,” said Dick. “Because you
know it’s a lifelong conversation you’re
always looking for ways to open up the
topic, to be heard, and to hear what they
think.”
The influence of PTEE-trained
leaders throughout the Middle East and
North Africa demonstrates the breadth
and depth of a theological education.
The program offers a peacemaking
course, and those who’ve studied with
PTEE (as well as JETS and ABTS) are
now leaders in Sudan, and have directed
peacemaking between government officials, teams, and tribes.
“They were theologically trained
and knew about ways to help people sit
down and listen and work things out,”
said Dick. “There are many people who
are graduates of ABTS, JETS, and PTEE
who are now in important positions in
South Sudan. Their basic education was
theological.”
One aspect of peace-making involves
informing Christians in the Middle East
about their own faith. “For every 15
people on the street, one is a Christian.
People are talking to Muslims all the
time. When they understand their own
faith, they can talk about it,” said Dick.
Meanwhile, ABTS has designed one
of its core modules to include “action
research” projects, where students
engage in reconciliation projects with
their local church. According to Caleb,
half of the class this past winter focused
on reconciliation projects between
Christians and Muslims.
“Each of those projects was an
example of attempts at theology serving
as a foundation for reconciliation,” said
Caleb. “And I’ve seen the same reconciling work happening in our graduates
throughout the region.”
ABTS also hosts conferences for
interfaith dialogue. One such conference brought together members of
Lebanon’s political parties—people

who have deep-seated dislike for one
another—to hear about the life of Jesus.
Another program brings together young
people from different faiths, teaching
them how to converse.
ABTS brings Muslims, Greek
Orthodox, Jewish, and other religious
teachers to speak in its classrooms, and
a Shia school invites ABTS professors to
speak.
Beyond the underlying complexities of reconciliation, ABTS has seen
the need to expand the two reactions
of either self-preservation or fleeing in
the Middle East, according to Caleb.
It’s part of why ABTS educators are
promoting a third way, the “Jesus way,”
some might call it, that of peacefully
engaging with others.
It’s unhelpful when Americans
and others view Arab Christians as
victims or as a persecuted minority,
said Elie. Greater possibilities emerge
when theology students realize they’re
not a “remnant minority.” They are
actually a part of a greater majority of
silent Christians and Muslims desiring
harmony. Because Muslims and
Christians have so many commonalities for engagement, Christian theology
students become equipped to move into
these reconciling spaces.
“When we realize that we can work
together with our “other” instead of
protecting ourselves from “them,” we
find ways to love others and testify
faithfully to the good news of reconciliation with God and with each other that
is found in Jesus Christ,” said Caleb.
“Islam doesn’t have to be ‘evil’ in order
for Jesus to be good news.”
*Names omitted for security reasons.

WRITTEN BY KATE TRACY
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OUTSIDE

How Ivorian life became a part of me.
BY HANNAH OOSTERHOUT

nother work week
came to an end
at the Nyarafolo
Bible translation
office, and my
colleagues
were
packing up for the
day. As I gathered
my books and
small
backpack
for the walk home,
I passed by one of my tontons (an affectionate term for “uncle”) sitting
outside the office on a metal folding
chair, taking a break from Old Testament translation. I waved farewell as

A
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I walked past him, but instead of saying goodbye, what he said stopped me
in surprise: “Hannah, you know, now
when I see you, I consider you like my
own daughter.”
He could hardly know how much
those words meant to me.
In the months immediately after being placed with my first host family in
Sinématiali, Cȏte d’Ivoire, the learning curve was steep. I was swimming
in language, cultural customs, and
church services, among other things.
Everything was challenging, but everything was new, and with the newness came excitement.

After seven months, three teammates and I felt a tug on our hearts
to stay in Cȏte d’Ivoire a second year.
By this time, we could actually communicate in French, and the relationships we had been developing were
becoming richer and more meaningful. Living with my host family, I was
automatically taken along on visits to
neighbors’ courtyards, the village, the
market, church services, and even to
the local school. People I would have
never met on my own now called me
sister, daughter, niece, and friend.
These foundations allowed me to integrate into Ivorian life in much deep-

them for ourselves. As Journeyers,
we could jump right into work with
WorldVenture missionaries and the
national church association.
But even 12 months and 16
months in, the questions
would still cross my
mind: “Why am I
here? What is
it that I’m doing?” Having
a
ministry
position
was great,
but the rout ine—getting up to my
alarm, going
to work, making
trips to the market,
doing Saturday laundry, spending evenings
at home with my family—had all
become so, well, normal. Where was
that “missions trip excitement?”
It was during this time that God

opened my eyes to a reality about
cross-cultural missions I had missed
before: daily life is ministry. The way
I conduct myself at work, the way I
interact with my Muslim neighbors, and the time I do or
do not give to visiting
church members
can communicate
Christ’s
love to others.
No
matter
where I am,
be it Seattle,
or Ferkessédougou, Cȏte
d’Ivoire, I am
to be an intentional Christian.
In the most mundane parts of life, God
asks us to be faithful. In
the little, everyday things: faithfulness.
So when my tonton shared those
words with me, it spoke light into my

“People
I would have
never met on my own
now called me sister,
daughter, niece, and
friend.”

Hannah bonds with her Ivorian sister, Marie, in their outdoor kitchen.

er ways than during my first year. My
teammates Suzi, Laura, Crystal, and I
took on full-time ministry positions.
Laura and Crystal dedicated their
time to the Bible institute, Suzi honed
her nursing skills at the Baptist hospital, and I divided my time between
the hospital and the Nyarafolo Bible
translation office.
Some of these were ministry opportunities we had never considered, but
coming to Cȏte d’Ivoire as a Journeyer
meant we didn’t have to pioneer our
way. Instead, we had opportunities
to see existing ministries and explore
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heart. When we choose to be
obedient to the Lord in the
very mundane things of life,
we also affirm those around
us whose faithful service often goes unseen, and in that,
we discover community. So
work became an opportunity
to do life with our fellow believers. Each week filled itself
because, as a part of the local
church and community, there
are always weddings, funerals, and church events to attend.
What most deeply touched
my heart during my time in
Cȏte d’Ivoire was the way
those around me manifested their care and concern.
I think of my host parents,
my tontons and tantis, who
took the time to pray for me,
instruct me, and counsel
me. Each time I would take
trips away from my family,
my parents would take the
time to pray over me before
I left, asking me for specific
prayer subjects on my heart.
I cherish the times I had the
opportunity to chat with the
young girls at church about
life or to talk about the Bible
with my brothers and sisters.
I think of conversations with
my sweet friend Mary (name
changed), who used to be a
Muslim, about what it is like
for her to live out her faith as
the only believer in her family. I miss these moments
where we could engage with
each other in conversation,
in prayer, and sometimes in
silence.
As a Journeyer, I didn’t
have to choose between this
30
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“When we choose to be
obedient to the Lord in
the very mundane things
of life, we also affirm
those around us whose
faithful service often
goes unseen, and in that,
we discover community.”

integration into Ivorian life
and opportunities to explore
different areas of ministry.
It’s a holistic approach, and
it changed my life. I am
filled with gratitude to the
WorldVenture missionaries
and Ivorian leaders who
graciously walked alongside
us, sharing their wisdom and
their heart for the gospel.
And I treasure the genuine
friendship of the many people
who adopted me into their
homes and hearts.
Just a few weeks before returning to the U.S., Suzi and
I were able to attend the civil
marriage ceremony of a dear
friend. As we walked into the
mayor’s courtyard, we found
our friends from the hospital,
from church, and from the
neighborhood: the familiar
faces of our community. We
had all put the morning on
hold so we could celebrate
together. Waiting for the ceremony to begin, one of my
tantis leaned over and whispered to me, “How is it that
you girls must leave just now,
now that you are part of our
lives here?”

Hannah Oosterhout is the
Admistrative Assistant for
Journey Corps.
Journey Corps is a ministry
of WorldVenture that sends
young adults overseas to tell
people about Christ.
To learn more, visit
www.journeycorps.com
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Hannah takes a trip to Ferke, Côte d’Ivoire with her Ivorian siblings and mother.
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NEPAL EARTHQUAKE SPARKS
INTEREST IN FAITH

IN THE MIDST OF DEVASTATION, ONE VILLAGE PASTOR
SEES A RESURGENCE AND ENERGY FOR CHRISTIANITY

ON

April
21,
Santosh
and
Mina
Guiday
returned
to
Nepal
from
their four years
of
study
at
the International Graduate School
of Theology (IGSL). Santosh and
Mina were both the first believers in
their families, brought together in
32
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an arranged marriage orchestrated
by their Hindu families. They have
been married for 15 years, and have
one teenage son who also graduated
with them. Many factors excited
them about their return to Nepal.
Their church of 60 to 80 members
had grown to approximately 200.
Many family members from both
sides had come to know Christ and
started attending the church, and

they couldn’t wait to start their work
of training pastors and leaders.
The Guidays worshiped at their
church four days after their return
to Nepal—the same day the 7.8
earthquake hit. The quake was
devastating for this community: the
Guidays became homeless, as did
many of their relatives.
And yet, Santosh was one of many
IGSL alumni who helped distribute

relief goods to the needy directly
following the earthquake.
Santosh’s and Mina’s dream
of training leaders in their home
country is on hold while Nepal
puts itself back together. One
of
WorldVenture’s
partnering
organizations
estimates
the
earthquakes killed more than
8,000 people, and injured 20,000,
while also destroying more than
300,000 homes. A WorldVenture
worker* says approximately 700
Christians died and 600 churches
were destroyed in the earthquakes.
So far, WorldVenture has raised

“I can see real fruits coming out of
this, people have accepted the Lord,
believers have re-dedicated their lives
to the Lord, and for the first time, many
people have tried to understand the
Bible in a deeper way.”

more than $130,000 for Nepal. Now
in the second stage of WorldVenture’s
strategic plan (rehabilitation), this
money is providing the Nepalese
with temporary shelters and
roofing material as they rebuild
their homes—which is the people’s
greatest need currently, according
to WorldVenture personnel.
The second earthquake was

particularly devastating for Pastor
Ananda, one of WorldVenture’s
partners in Nepal. It destroyed his
district of Sindhupalchok, a place
he’d given 10 years of service.
“I have seen the first-hand
devastation of properties and people
together which is painful to express
and for many it is incomprehensible.
But we know for sure God is after
something big, great, and good in
this country,” he said.
Ananda goes on to describe how
this is the first time in the history of
the Nepalese church that Christians
have been “able to give their presence
to every edge of the village affected
with the love of Christ.”
Among the positive effects of this
catastrophe: people are coming to
faith.
“I can see real fruits coming out
of this, people have accepted the
Lord, believers have rededicated
their lives to the Lord, and for the
first time, many people have tried
to understand the Bible in a deeper
way,” said Ananda.
He mentioned how people in his
village are gathering together under
an absent roof, late at night, to read
the Bible. Even more, Ananda sees
great potential in how the relief
efforts will greatly benefit the
country as a whole.
“For the first time in Nepali
history, the resources are directed in
such a way that it will become one of
the fastest-growing and developing
countries within a few years, if it is
done properly,” he said.
*Name omitted for security.

WRITTEN BY KATE TRACY
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Vicious attacks leave Christian buildings in shambles and Christians beaten.
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A Baptist church in the village of Pisankaha (above) was burned to the ground by the Sacred
Forest (below).

series of brutal
attacks
from a poweful center of
traditional religious practice have left
a Nyarafolo village in northern Cȏte
d’Ivoire battered, burned, and traumatized.
The first attack occurred in late
April, when men from the group
called the Sacred Forest entered the
village of Pisankaha. They burned
the church and pastor’s house to the
ground, as well as the homes of several other believers, and beat men,

A

women, and children.
“When the attacks began in the evening, there was a crowd of about 45
masked men armed with machetes
who began the burning and destruction; the believers fled for their lives,”
wrote WorldVenture missionary Linnea Boese. “It turns out the local Sacred Forest members had called on
other such groups in the area to come
to help them in the attack.”
And it only became worse.
Recently, Glenn and Linnea Boese
visited Pisankaha to meet with the
village chief, Kulinyeri. Kulinyeri,
now an 80-year-old blind man, is one
of the first Nyarafolo believers from
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Amid the destruction of the church in Pisankaha, John 14:6 still remained painted on the wall.

the 1960s, and claimed the Sacred
Forest attack was the worst attack out
of the four he’s witnessed. What’s behind the violence: the Sacred Forest
society’s desire to initiate the young
men from the village, who won’t participate in the traditional worship or
initiation rites because of their Christianity.
Instead of succumbing to ongoing
threats and violence from the Sacred
Forest, approximately 100 people
continued to meet under the mango
trees each Sunday near their burned
church.
On Sunday, June 28, approximately
40 “masks” (men of the Sacred For36
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est) returned to terrorize the mango
tree service, beating and chasing all
believers out of the village.
“They burned, destroyed, and sacked
more of the Christian houses, spoiled
the food, ripped open the sacks of rice
and corn to spill their contents on the
ground,” said Glenn.
Members of the Sacred Forest,
Pisankaha villagers, government officials, and church leaders have met to
discuss the outcome of these attacks.
So far, says Glenn, the Christians of
the village have been told to return
to Pisankaha, but housing and food
remains a problem after the attacks.
The government has not been respon-

sive in alleviating these problems.
“The Sacred Forest is obviously feeling threatened by the growth of the
Nyarafolo church, and the decision of
believers to not participate in initiation,” said Linnea, before the second
attack. The initiation occurs every
seven years, in which the young male
initiates enter the forest for difficult
physical and spiritual rituals. Many
believe these rites help maintain
Nyarafolo identity in the country,
where the ceremonial masks have recently been designated the emblem
for the district. The Sacred Forest
society (also called the Poro) have no
tolerance for their people worshiping

“They burned,
destroyed, and
sacked more
of the Christian
houses, spoiled
the food, ripped
open the sacks of
rice and corn to
spill their contents
on the ground.”

Jesus Christ alone.
“The Pisankaha believers have been
traumatized and have lost much of
what their loving Christian community had sent to help them restart,”
said Glenn. “Most have no homes and
no food. They must be wondering
how on earth the Lord will work this
out, with little real support from the
authorities and the underlined desire of the Poro to erase the Christian
presence in Pisankaha.”
WRITTEN BY KATE TRACY
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Bussy-Saint-Georges
evangelicals look to grow
presence in a uniquely
open faith community.

T

By Charity Butler

he small, but rapidly growing,
town of Bussy-Saint-Georges
is an epicenter of diversity and
religion in France. The 25,000
people who live there are
primarily first-generation immigrants
from Asia and Africa.
Perhaps it is because of this diversity
that former Mayor Hugues Rondeau
envisioned and put into motion plans
for an interfaith community where
Buddhists, Muslims, Christians, and
Jews could worship side-by-side.
A giant mosque, two Buddhist
temples (see right), and a Roman
Catholic Church already have their
buildings constructed, due in large
part to outside funding from their
different faith groups. But the evangelical churches are lagging behind.
The church Jeremiah and Shaelagh
Martin, WorldVenture missionaries
will be stepping into this fall is one of
three evangelical churches that meets
38
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in a crowded storefront building each
Sunday.
The Evangelical Church of BussySaint-Georges consists of primarily
first generation African immigrants
and rents a space which can seat
about 60 people. A Chinese Christian
church meets in the same storefront.
“This is a regional center for all
these religious groups. But you have
to be big-time if you want to have a
voice,” Shaelagh said.
And to get a bigger voice, it’s necessary to have room to grow as a church.
That’s why the Martins are
spending their time in the United
States campaigning for funds that
will help the church grow. So far,
they’ve been able to raise a monthly
stipend for the church’s future pastor,
as well as nearly half the funds
needed to place a down payment on
property for the church.
“France is not a developing
country; it’s a fairly wealthy nation
as a nation. It’s not obvious that the
churches would be under-funded, but
they are,” Jeremiah said.

RELIGIOUS DYNAMICS AND
CHARLIE
Currently, Islam is the fastest
growing religion in France. Muslims
make up approximately 10 percent
of the population, while evangelicals
account for about one percent. The
three evangelical churches in Bussy

combined have around
200 attendees, which is
in line with the national
percentage.
While in theory it
seems great to have such
a diverse community
as Bussy, Jeremiah said
the different groups still
keep separate.
“It was revolutionary
for a French town to
approach their diversity in that way
… but the fact is it’s still based on that
assumption that it’s ‘us and them,’ and
we’re going to give them some space
and try to learn about them. But it’s
not like traditional French people are
going to go to those places,” he said.
Moreover, Bussy is not a town
at which you arrive by accident in
between train stops. Bussy is a destination town that requires an intentional visit. The Martins said that
the average, ethnically white French
person doesn’t really go to the town
unless they are seeking to learn about
other cultures.
Shaelagh, who grew up in France
as an MK, said she’s seen a lot more
diversity in the country than there
used to be when she was younger.
“As a result [of more diversity],
French people are very slowly
becoming a little more open to new
ideas and just open to new kinds of
people,” she said.
But some of that openness has
come with a pushback, as many

“This is a regional
center for all these
religious groups. But
you have to be bigtime if you want to
have a voice.”
French people become afraid of how
the diversity is shifting the culture
and opening up a question on what
it means to be French, according to
Jeremiah.
When the shooting by Muslim
terrorists happened at the Charlie
Hebdo satirical magazine in January,
it brought those issues of what it
means to be French to the surface.
Not only did the attack on the newspaper call into question identity
issues, but it also painted religion in
a negative light.
“I think there is going to be a lot
more discussion on whether religion
is a positive thing or a threat …[Some]
think society will be more peaceful
without religion because religion
makes people do crazy things. And
when things like that happen, it reinforces it,” Shaelagh said.
Current Bussy Mayor Chantal
Brunel has been looking for ways
to gather different religious groups
together after the shootings. As a
part of the initiative to bring the
different groups together, there will
be a festival in the fall with each of
the Bussy churches participating.
The evangelical church will perform
a surprising French favorite: gospel
music.
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UGA NDA
Jesse & Rachel

GEIGER

This July, the Geigers
departed to Uganda, where
they will be working with Lumi,
a WorldVenture business
bringing solar energy to the
average Ugandan household.

Jason & Sarah

QUICK

This July, the Quicks departed
for the Philippines, where they
will be serving in education at
Faith Academy.

TA NZ A NI A
David & Sarah

HALTER

This June, the Halter family
departed to Tanzania,
where David will be training
surgeons in a hospital. In
addition, Sarah plans to work
in community development.
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MOZ A MBIQUE

PHIL IPPINES
Jay & Jen

WOLF

PHIL IPPINES

This July, the Wolf family
departed for the Philippines,
where they will be serving
as dorm parents at Faith
Academy.

CHIN A
NEPA L

Drew & Michelle

This summer, one family departed to
begin serving in China.*

BROWN

This June, the Brown family
departed for language study in
Brazil before they begin their
long-term assigment of training
leaders in Mozambique.

This summer, one family departed to
begin serving in Nepal.*

*Names and dates omitted for security reasons.
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SNAPSHO T S FROM 1960: LIFE IN BRA ZIL

r

ecently, I had the
privilege of connecting with two WorldVenture
alumni,
Margaret and Al
Palfenier. The Palfeniers were one of the earliest WorldVenture families to serve in Brazil. In
some respects, the Palfeniers have the
quintessential missionary story. After
they were appointed with WorldVenture in 1960, they departed from the
U.S. on a freight ship for a three-week
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journey across the Atlantic Ocean to
Brazil.
“It was quite an experience with
four little children. And looking back
today, we’d never do that,” said Margaret, laughing. “But back then that’s
what you did and we didn’t question
it. Whatever they told us to do, we
did.”
Many of the comforts the Palfeniers
were used to in America didn’t exist
in Brazil yet, causing the Palfeniers to
describe one of the cities where they

served as “heat, dust, and mosquitoes.” Despite it all, prayer marked
the successes they saw in their field,
where they helped plant new churches
and train new leaders.
One of the first challenges the Palfeniers faced from this early Brazil
field was reconciling with Catholic nationals. The Palfeniers say the Catholics in the country dominated the Brazilian religious demographic. They
called the Christians “dogs,” and put
down boards with nails on the roads

THE MISSION
CONTINUES
they drove to puncture their tires. But
eventually, the Palfeniers were able to
witness the conversion of Catholics,
some of whom were priests and Catholic leaders.
“Many people accepted the Lord
because they finally heard the truth,
which was a very exciting time to be
there,” said Margaret.
Throughout their ministry, the
Palfeniers saw how God had better
plans than they had for themselves.
One example of this: they took over

ALUMNI

the responsibility
as house parents
for the missionary boarding school. Although they
intended to only stay for one year,
they stayed for 12. While taking care
of many children proved stressful at
times, the Palfeniers look back on that
time with fond memories.
“Try on our shoes for a few moments and you’ll know how much we
need prayer in our ministry of caring
for the physical, social, and spiritual

needs of 18 teenagers,” wrote Margaret during this period of their ministry.
The Palfeniers also spent part of
their time serving a leprosy colony,
where they would host Bible studies and sing hymns under a mango
tree. One Christmas, the Palfeniers
brought presents, including slippers,
popcorn, candy, and toothpaste. The
lepers didn’t quite know what to do
with the slippers, however.
“The first Thursday after Christmas when I went out there to have
our meeting, there they sat with these
[slippers] on their heads,” said the
Palfeniers. “They didn’t know they
were hats.”
The Palfeniers saw many successes throughout their various roles
on the Brazil field, including record
baptism numbers, growing churches,
new church plants. The couple credits this to the amount of effort they
put into prayer. They helped organize
24-hour prayer chains throughout
their churches starting in 1990. The
10-year, 24-hour prayer chain was
just one aspect of the field’s “Mission
2000!” goals the Palfeniers helped
implement. Other goals included 200
churches, 20,000 church members,
225 pastors and workers by 2000, and
a Bible reading marathon where every
Christian read one chapter per day for
10 years.
“I believe that’s how we reached our
goals,” said Margaret. “It was because
of the prayer. I really believe that.”
WRITTEN BY KATE TRACY
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