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od is at work! All over
the world, our God
is at work. People in
the Islamic world are
coming to Christ. Children are receiving the
love and acceptance
of Christ and are being introduced to the
truths and power of
Scripture. People are
experiencing real life change. Even
through war and natural disaster,
God is at work! We are reaching the
lost because we are careful to walk
in His love and power.
The greatest privilege of my life
so far has been to serve our international workers in Africa. As I
move across Africa, I witness our
international workers opening
their mouths not only to speak

the truth of the gospel, but also to
speak words of life that drip with
the sweet aroma of the Holy Spirit,
offering a positive testimony to this
world of the love and light of Christ.
I see selfless acts of service that are
drenched in grace, truth, and love
so that people are attracted to the
hope that is within us. The words
and lives of our people are exciting,
attractive, winsome, lovely, gracefilled, and marked by patience. We
are accurately reflecting the Christ
whom we love and serve.
Our words and our lives are making such an indelible imprint on the
world around us that there is no
mistake as to who is King of Kings,
the Prince of Peace, the Great I Am.
Our presence in the world makes
us unforgettable to everyone who
crosses paths with us.

What about you? Do people know
they’ve been with a Christ-follower
when they’ve been with you?
Our lives are about the ministry of reconciliation. As a mission
community we have no choice but
to live and speak what we say our
hearts believe. Why? Because how
we live among the lost makes a difference. Zero UNs: in Him we can
do it!
“Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of
every opportunity. Let your conversation be always full of grace,
seasoned with salt, so that you may
know how to answer everyone”
(Colossians 4:5-6).
Jan and her husband, Lloyd,
are the International Ministry
Directors for Africa.
INSIDE WORLDVENTURE
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BY CH A RI T Y BU T LER

A

aron*, a long-term missionary in Ukraine,
knew of a young evangelical believer who
was driving a bus to
and from Ukraine’s
war zone to help evacuate women and children. One day
DNR fighters (Donetsk People’s Republic, a Russian-backed separatist group) boarded the bus and took
over. The first question they asked the
young man was whether or not he was
a Baptist.
When he asked the fighters why they
were asking him that question, they
responded, “Because Baptists are
our No. 1 enemy. They are all agents
of America.” Aaron said, “It’s obviously not even true, but it’s a rumor
that they’ve spread to make it easy
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for them to do what they want to do:
to persecute the believers.”
Evangelical and Protestant Christians are facing persecution in
Ukraine’s ongoing conflict. Among
more than a million Ukrainians leaving conflict zones are evangelicals who
were facing persecution. Evangelical
and Protestant pastors have been abducted and even murdered, church
buildings have been taken over by rebel
fighters either to be used as base camps
or torched, and Christians continue to
be harassed and prevented from helping others.
Chris*, a Ukrainian church leader,
said Christians used to bring food
and supplies to various orphanages,
schools and hospitals, but are no longer
allowed to do so. They are not allowed
to evangelize, and Ukrainian pastors

are not allowed into the war zone to
provide help.
“The [separatist leaders] resemble
the Soviet powers more and more in
their demands,” the church leader said.
“Evangelicals are being targeted because they are associated with the
West and with America who are behind all of the problems in Ukraine,”
said Bryan*, a long-term missionary in
Eastern Ukraine. “[Separatist group]
authorities investigate evangelical
churches looking for proof of Western
connections, especially any money or
valuables that can be taken.”
Christians also present a threat to
Russians who believe any faith other
than Russian Orthodoxy threatens the
Russian identity.
“There is no doubt that evangelicals
and evangelical pastors are being

Evangelical and Protestant
pastors have been abducted
and even murdered, church
buildings have been taken
over by rebel fighters either
to be used as base camps
or torched, and Christians
continue to be harassed and
prevented from helping others.

INSIDE WORLDVENTURE
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singled out and persecuted by DNR,”
Kerri Gupta, WorldVenture missionary in Ukraine, said. “We have understood that the Russian occupiers also
were calling themselves the Russian
Orthodox Army, and as such they felt
that they are protecting their Russian
heritage and culture, which sees the
Russian Orthodox church as the only
valid church.”
Despite these challenges, many more
are coming to know Christ. Chris said
one of their churches was able to purchase washing machines, and they
invite the neighborhood to use them
as a way to help and reach out to unbelievers.
The pastors and other Christians
who have left the war zone are starting
new church plants all over the country.
They’re evangelizing, and more people are receptive to the gospel than
before.
“A couple of times I’ve either myself witnessed or been a part of witnessing to people from other parts of
Ukraine…and it’s great because you’re
telling them about Christ, and then
at the end, they thank you for telling
them. And that’s an openness that
we didn’t even experience before the
war when Ukraine was experiencing
somewhat of a recovery economically,”
Aaron said.
He said he has seen many new people come to Christ at the local church
he attends, which was started by a
pastor who was forced to leave the
war zone. The pastor began a social
outreach to IDPs (internally displaced
persons), and for nearly two months,
no one came to know Christ—until
recently. In a few short weeks, more
than 10 people confessed their sin,
the church held several baptism services, and more than 150 people are
now attending the church.
“That is phenomenal growth for a
5

TOP: Because of opposition from Russian militants, Ukrainian
churches find it difficult to deliver aid to people in the war zone.
BOTTOM: Ukrainian evangelicals have been encouraged by an
increasing interest in faith among people affected by the war.

church plant anywhere in Europe, including Ukraine. That probably would
not have happened had it not been for
the war,” Aaron said.

Many of the churches that were
started after the war have ministries
specifically designed to help IDPs and
bring humanitarian aid to the towns
bordering the war
zone.
Aaron said he met a
Crimean Tatar who
was religiously Muslim. This man’s relative was housed in a
Christian church in
the western part of
the country because
the relative needed
help.

The pastors and other
Christians who have left the
war zone are starting new
church plants all over the
country. They’re evangelizing,
and more people are receptive
to the gospel than before.

“Of course the Muslims are not open
to the gospel, but a lot of their preconceived notions about Christians were
just shattered because they got to know
the believers there at this church,” Aaron said. “So just having that witness
there of people who are expecting
nothing in return—reaching out and
caring for their needs, and showing
them love—was a huge testimony for
the gospel, for Jesus Christ.”
*Names omitted for security reasons
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WAYS TO PRAY FOR UKRAINE
•

Pray for people’s hearts to continually be open to hearing the gospel and receiving Jesus Christ
as Lord and Savior. “We see God at work through all of this,” said Kerri and Jason Gupta. “We
know He uses difficult situations to wake people up and teach them to depend on Him. We pray
that this situation would accomplish just that in the lives of the people affected by the tragedy,
uncertainty, frustration, fear, and seeming hopelessness of the current political situation.”

•

Pray for the safety of the pastors and Christians in the war zone. “Pray for the pastors that
remain, for their safety and for God to do amazing things through them,” said Bryan.

•

Pray that Ukrainian churches would be bold in their witness (Ephesians 6:20)

•

Pray the war/frozen conflict would end, people would get their lives and jobs back, and their
needs would be helped.

•

Pray God would send more gospel-workers to help the Ukrainian people in this dire situation.
(Matthew 9:35-38)

INSIDE WORLDVENTURE
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HOW LAST YEAR’S EARTHQUAKE IS GIVING NEPALI
CHRISTIANS THE CHANCE TO SHOW GOD’S LOVE.
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April of 2015, the tiny country of Nepal
was rocked with an earthquake that
measured 8 on the Richter scale. The
sudden earthquake killed more than
8,000 people and injured more than
21,000. Within minutes, hundreds of
thousands were made homeless and
entire villages were totally leveled. The
earthquake completely devastated this
very poor country, which was politically paralyzed to deal with a massive
disaster like this. What happened first
shocked the church, but in the end has
transformed it.
It is important to understand a little
background. Nepal has experienced an
awakening over the last four decades.

For 200 years, it was a closed Hindu
kingdom, where Christianity was illegal and counter-cultural. The gospel
had already begun to take root in India
along the border. Nepalis all throughout the Himalayan region—including
India and Bhutan—have a strong ethnic identity. In the early 1800s, William Carey was aware of this people
group and began Bible translation for
them. This led to the development of
indigenous music that spoke to the
heart of the people, but the spread of
the gospel began slowly.
In 1951 things began to open up.
Small groups of Nepalis began crossing the border from India into Nepal.
At great risk to themselves, Christians
braved the extreme elements and spiritually hostile environment to spread
the gospel to them.
As far as Christian movements go,
Nepal’s had several unique elements.
First, it was the Nepalis who brought
the gospel to the country, making it
an indigenous movement. From there,
the church naturally developed as lay
people shared with their family and
friends; it was not necessarily dependent on professional ministers.
In addition, Christians in Nepal, unlike their Hindu neighbors, rejected
the caste system and traditional social
divides, making it easier for the gospel
to spread to all members of society.
INSIDE WORLDVENTURE
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Lastly, the Nepali people had the scripture and songs in their own language,
making it easier to understand on a
heart level.
Over the last several decades, the
church grew from zero believers to
more than one million, but the gospel

Loving their neighbor,
friends, and family
has given Nepali
Christians a natural,
unforced opportunity
to talk about the
message of Christ.
9

was still considered an outside influence to society that caused trouble for
the kingdom of Nepal. At the same
time, Christians saw themselves as a
minority that had no stake in the affairs of the country.
The earthquake changed all of this.
Ram Prasad Shrestha, a Nepali leader, noted that suddenly they saw the devastation
that the earthquake brought,
not only to themselves, but also
to the communities around
them. The government was
paralyzed, while help from
other countries could not pass
easily through the red tape of
government bureaucracy. The
churches, however, although

also needing help themselves, saw
the opportunity to care for those in
need around them.
With the help of funds from
WorldVenture and others helping in
like manner, believers sprang into
action. Work began with partners
among the Tibetan Buddhist peoples
of the north and the Nepali Hindus,
the majority people. They had to first
identify major disaster areas and then
find ways to facilitate finding help for
their needs.
The first wave focused on emergency rescue and provision of immediate
needs for food, shelter (mostly tents),
and other needs. This continued for
more than three months. When the
rains came in June, the next focus

FAR LEFT: Nepali people walk the streets
after the earthquake’s destruction last
year. CENTER: Many Hindu temples
and centers of culture were destroyed
or damaged from the earthquake.
RIGHT: A mural painted shortly after the
earthquake’s damage in Nepal.

To give to the continued relief efforts visit:
WO R LDVE NTU R E .CO M/N E PALQ UAK E

became temporary shelter. Winter
brought the cold and the need for more
permanent shelter, blankets and the
like.
Today, there is so much work to be
done, but many are now moving toward restoring their lives: rebuilding
homes, planting crops, and returning
to their livelihoods. Beyond all that,
there is a new appreciation for the
Christians. Loving their neighbor,
friends, and family members has given
Nepali Christians a natural, unforced
opportunity to talk about the message
of Christ.
Churches once shunned by the Hindu
majority are now places where they are
welcomed. In one instance, a Christian man encouraged the Christians to

wait until the rest of the 700 people
gathered for relief in a remote village
received packages, and they would
share the rest among themselves.
In addition, a 78-year-old man who
lost all nine of his family members
to the earthquake refused to receive
because he wanted others to receive
it first.
There are still homes and buildings
to rebuild (including church buildings
that were destroyed), orphans to be
cared for, and families that are still
hurting from the earthquake disaster.
Please pray for WorldVenture partners
who continue the heavy ministry load
that is a result of all this, even in the
middle of economic and political difficulties the country continues to face.

With the help
of funds from
WorldVenture and
others helping in like
manner, believers
sprang into action.
More than one year later, we can see
the great things God has done and pray
that the church will continue to grow
and mature. God is not finished here
yet!

WORLDVENTURE.COM
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BY K ATE T R AC Y & EMILY RO T H

eyhan Tekih grew up
as a Muslim in Uşak,
Turkey. One day, a
man approached her
on the street, asking
if she’d like to attend
a concert in the city
that night. Seyhan decided to go, not
knowing the concert was Christian and
that she would meet followers of Jesus
for the first time in her life. After that
night, she couldn’t stop reading the Bible
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and other books she received from those
Christians. Then she had a dream in
which Jesus appeared to her in a cave
surrounded by bright light. It became
clear to her: she had no choice but to
follow Jesus.
It wasn’t long before Seyhan’s father
and mother found out she had left Islam.
To them, that was the same as saying she
was no longer Turkish. They disowned
their daughter, and even now—eight
years later—Seyhan rarely speaks to

IN THE MIDDLE OF CULTURAL
CHALLENGES, CHRISTIANS IN
TURKEY CLING TO CHRIST.

them. She moved to Istanbul to start
over, where she began attending the
church pastored by a WorldVenture
worker*. There, she found an encouraging group of believers from all over
the world.
The church rallied around Seyhan
when her life became even more difficult. One day, her boss called Seyhan
into her office.
“Are you a Christian?” she asked Seyhan.

Even though Seyhan knew what was
coming, she couldn’t lie.
“Then pack your things now and go.
You no longer work here,” her boss said.
Following Jesus has meant a series of
losses: her family, her job, her apartment when she couldn’t afford rent, and
many of her friends. Thankfully, her
church has helped; she’s been welcomed
in the homes of other believers as she
searches for new opportunities.
“I didn’t want them to think that they
INSIDE WORLDVENTURE
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had to solve every problem in my life,”
said Seyhan. “That’s not possible. The
only thing I asked for was to feel the
support and feel encouraged by them.
People in the church have been supporting me in every way they can. I
really appreciate that.”
Most days, Seyhan doesn’t know how
long she can endure, as her life never
seems to get easier.
“Was this wrong that I chose to be a
Christian?” she asks. “Was this wrong
because I lost everything and now I
don’t have a life, and everything is
getting worse and worse day by day?”

drink cay, black tea, as they
float steadily past the Hagia
Sophia and Blue Mosque.
The Galata Bridge is home
to the iconic fishermen who
cast their massive poles
into the Bosphorus, catching fish that will grace the
markets and restaurants
later that day. Men play
backgammon in the streets
on small, rickety tables, yet
again drinking the Turkish cay out of
tulip-shaped glasses.
There is nothing normal about Istanbul. As Turkey’s bestselling female
writer, Elif Shafak, puts it, Istanbul
is a city that “defies all clichés.” As
you wander its streets and observe its
people, you find some women wearing
hijabs (head covering), some niqabs
(full-body covering with eye slits),
and some in tank tops and miniskirts.
Some Turks enjoy caring for and feeding the myriad noble Persian cats that
roam—and possibly even rule—over

BEAUTIFUL CHAOS
Istanbul is a city that has captured
the hearts of visitors and its own inhabitants for centuries. The Bosphorus Strait offers a lifeline through the
heart of the city, separating Asia from
Europe, and east from west. Two million people cross it every day, many
on double-decker ferries where they

“I know there are
many more like Elise
out there, who from a
young age have dared
to question what their
friends just accept.”

the city, but some mistreat them. In
Taksim Square, Syrian refugee boys
sell water bottles and kick around soccer balls. In another neighborhood,
hipster youth dress in 1940s-era skirts
and pants to swing dance together in
a basement.
Nobody’s story in any city is the same.
But Istanbul makes that especially believable—and exciting.
What’s also exciting to WorldVenture
workers in Turkey—beyond the rich,
warm culture of Turkey—is the way
they are seeing the kingdom of God
(Continued on page 17)
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First Council of Nicaea
creates the Nicene Creed

Council of Chalcedon
affirms the dual divinehuman nature of Christ

Latin Catholic Crusaders
sack Greek Orthodox
Constantinople in the
Fourth Crusade
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11TH-13TH CENTURIES

1453

Apostle Paul preaches
the gospel in Asia Minor

Byzantine Empire
declares Christianity the
official state religion

Crusaders and Ottoman
Turks fight over the region
of Byzantine Empire

Ottoman Empire captures
Constantinople and
establishes Islamic power

Islam is removed as
Turkey’s state religion

Three Christians
murdered at a Bible
publishing house in
Malatya

Suicide bombers kill 127
people at rallies in July
and October

1928
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2015
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1987
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2016

Turkey declared a
republic; Kemal Ataturk
becomes the first
president

Turkey applies to join EU,
further polarizing Turks
between the East and
West

Syrian refugees flee into
Turkey (now over 2.7
million in 2016)

In first half of the year,
11 bombings kill at least
156 military and civilian
people throughout the
country
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A Soil Hardened by War
he centuries-old conflicts in the
region of Turkey remain in recent
memory for many Turks, creating
barriers to receive the gospel to
this day. Constantinople, once the capital of the
Byzantine Empire and the center of the Greek
Orthodox Church, struggled to hold back the rising
Ottoman Turks from the east. However, European
crusaders were actually the first to destroy
Constantinople. The tug-of-war
ended two hundred years later in
1453 when the Ottoman Empire
conquered the city.
The Ottoman Empire was still a
strong force by World War I, when
it joined the Central Powers. After
the fall of the Central Powers,
Turkey reformed as a republic
government in 1923 with a liberal
progressive presidency under
Kemal Ataturk. Within five years,
Islam lost its place as the state
religion, yet many officials have
since advocated for a pro-Islamic
government. Turkey now holds
a fine balance between Eastern
and Western influences, its
deeply rooted heritage alongside
continual modernization.
Another source of tension has
been rising terrorism since the
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late 20th century. Bombings by minority militant
groups and the Islamic State have killed approximately 280 people in Turkey over the past year
alone. Christians have also found themselves
targeted by terrorism. In 2007, three Christians
were murdered at a Bible publishing house in
Malatya, southeastern Turkey. The five suspects
found by police at the scene were released from
prison seven years later, and the trial still has not
reached a verdict.
Despite ongoing violence and
instability, Turkey has moved
forward in negotiating membership into the European Union and
Syrian refugee deals. Sources in
Turkey have noticed a polarization between those who want to
become more like countries in the
Middle East or the West.
“It’s a country with an identity
crisis,” said one worker.
That doesn’t discourage WorldVenture workers in Turkey from
sharing with everyone, as they
understand that only God knows
who will receive the truth.
“In the parable of the sower, you
see he doesn’t just sow on the
good soil. It’s too hard to differentiate or to figure out. You need to
sow widely,” said another worker.

A Heritage of Faith
or native Turks, to be Turkish is to
be Muslim. Evangelical Christians,
including those who are ethnically
Turkish, are scarce, ranking as statistically zero percent within the country’s 79.5 million
people.
In the first thousand years after the Great
Commission, the region of Turkey hosted many
significant events in early church history. It was
home to the Christians in Ephesus, Antioch, and
Galatia. It was the land Paul traveled to preach
the gospel to Gentiles. It was also the location
of all seven churches addressed in the book of
Revelation.
When Paul taught a group of disciples in
Ephesus, Acts 19:10 records, “This went on for
two years, so that all the Jews and Greeks who
lived in the province of Asia heard the word of the
Lord.” The gospel’s influence grew to the point
that one silversmith of idols rallied a protest,
saying, “And you see and hear how this fellow
Paul has convinced and led astray large numbers
of people here in Ephesus and in practically the
whole province of Asia” (Acts 19:26a).
Christian faith endured waves of persecution

and tolerance until Constantine’s conversion,
after which it became the official religion of the
‘First Council of Nicaea, which began a legacy of
ecumenical councils to correct popular heresies
and unify Church doctrines.
However, the Church would later divide into
the Western Roman Catholic and Eastern Greek
Orthodox churches. The Byzantine Empire grew
weaker, threatened by a new Eastern power.
When the Ottomans conquered Constantinople in
1453, Islam became the new majority religion and
has maintained its stronghold since then.
The Joshua Project ranks Turks as the sixth most
unreached people group in the world with over 53
million people. Yet, WorldVenture workers have
seen God moving the hearts of Turks.
“Turkish Christians really value that people like
us came here and lived here and brought the
gospel here and discipled them,” said one worker,
who leads a house church and women’s
Bible study. “They are precious to us, and
we are precious to them because we are
part of a small group of people who came
and lived there.”

INSIDE WORLDVENTURE
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moving in what many Americans
assume is a place too difficult and
unfathomable to go spread the
gospel. Common mission statistics
rank Turkey as No. 8 with the most
unevangelized people in the world,
where 0.01 percent are evangelical
Christian. But that statistic does not
reflect the actual growth of the church,
from approximately five believers in the
1960s, to more than 5,000 believers
today, according to WorldVenture
workers Tom* and Rachel*. Turkey also
boasts a national church association
led by mostly Turkish believers.
Tom and Rachel have lived in
Turkey for over 20 years. Part
of their ministry involved supporting a national pastor, but
they soon found certain people
in the community hostile to the
local church. When the church
first rented its own building, a
series of fires, broken windows,
and other instances of vandalism followed. Tom remembers
being chased by a Turkish man
with a long butcher knife, barely
escaping when he climbed into
his van. The van window still
shows the marks left by the
knife. A policeman witnessed
the incident but did nothing.
Despite such difficulties, the good far
outweighs the bad. Recently, a friendly
woman in her 30s asked to meet with
Tom and Rachel at a coffee shop to ask
them questions about Christianity. After Rachel started weekly Bible studies
with her and another national believer,
the woman joyfully decided to follow
Jesus. The change in this woman was
evident, prompting her husband to
meet Tom and Rachel, even going so far
as to stop attending the local mosque.
“I can see the changes in my wife and
I want what she has,” he told Tom and
Rachel.
17

WHERE THERE’S HOPE
Sarah*, another WorldVenture worker, works with various students, and
just within the last few years has witnessed increased interest and activity
among these searching young people.
The students Sarah knows have begun
to ask question after question and want
to know more about Christianity.
“We’re seeing that even in the midst
of the chaos, there’s just a hunger [to
find truth],” said Sarah.
Recently, Sarah witnessed the salva-

“I just believe that God
has really great plans
for this nation and I
want to be here when
it happens and to be a
part of it…God is stirring
up something new.”

tion of an entire family, as well as their
excitement to spread the gift of Jesus to
everyone they know. Another instance
found Sarah traveling with a friend for
two hours outside the city to meet a
young woman, Elise*, who expressed
a desire to learn about Christianity
through their website.
Elise told them about how she began
questioning her faith in middle school
when she refused to memorize passages from the Koran, and her teachers hit her with a stick in her summer
religious courses when she said the
wrong thing. “But now I’m thankful

that they hit me!” she said. “Because if
they hadn’t made me so angry, I might
not have learned to question them; I
might have just believed everything
they said like everyone else did.”
After that first meeting, the girl read
through all of John and half of Acts in
just a few days, and Sarah found 129
text messages on her phone from Elise
and Sarah’s friend: Elise had decided
to follow Christ.
“It was so encouraging to be a part of
Elise’s story, to see firsthand how God
is at work to draw young people in this
nation to Himself,” said Sarah. “I know there are many
more like Elise out there,
who from a young age have
dared to question what their
friends just accept.”
“You have to give great value in this context to appreciate each [Turkish believer]
and what God has done for
them,” said Tom. “It’s a privilege to share the gospel in
an area of one million people where there is no other
church and very little witness
other than our own.”
WorldVenture workers do
not take lightly the dark
spiritual strongholds in the
country, from the prayer calls declaring the Muslim Creed five times a day,
to the lies being told about Jesus and
the gospel.
“I just believe that God has really
great plans for this nation and I want
to be here when it happens and to be a
part of it,” said Sarah. “God is stirring
up something new.”
*Names changed or omitted for
security reasons
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H O W T O G E T I N V O LV E D
GO:
Join WorldVenture workers serving in major cities of Turkey, either as a short-term intern or long-term
teammate. More help is needed to share the gospel, disciple seekers of truth, and plant churches among
Turks. There are endless ways you can be a part of this valuable outreach to Turkey’s unreached peoples.
P R AY:
Pray for a movement within Turkey of open hearts to the gospel and genuine seekers of truth. Pray for God to
send more workers to join the team in Turkey and expand their outreach. Pray for the Church to experience
a revival and for faith in Christ to spread across Turkey.
GIVE:
If God leads you to give financially or offer other support for workers in Turkey, please contact WorldVenture.
WORLDVENTURE.COM/OPPORTUNITIES
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Carol and Gary Zupkas have served in orphan ministry
in Lithuania for the past seven years.
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Carol Zupkas was surprised to find
an 18-year-old boy hiding in the closet
of a transitional home for Lithuanian
orphans. Matas squished himself inside to avoid going to school. It was one
of many jarring moments since Carol
and Gary Zupkas opened the home two
years ago.
The Zupkases had anticipated hard
conversations, 24/7 ministry, and a
constant need for patience. They knew
it would be difficult caring for orphans
who had aged out of government care.
Besides, the Zupkases and the orphans
living with them make an odd match.
Many of the children affectionately
call the WorldVenture couple their
grandparents, and the Zupkases’ life
background is a far cry away from the
experience of Lithuanian orphans.

SHELTER FOR THE
ABANDONED
Imagine going to bed crying every
night for six months because your 18th
birthday is fast approaching. Instead of
blowing out birthday candles, you will

pack your belongings and move out of
the only home you’ve ever known. You
don’t know where you are going to live,
how you will finish school, or even how
you will eat.
Like many orphans in the rest of the
world, the majority of children living
at the Alytus Child Care Home are not
literal but functional orphans. They
have living parents who are not capable
of caring for them for a number of reasons. Many of these children come from
abusive backgrounds and don’t know
how to function as adults. When they
turn 18, they must leave the children’s
homes and, to one degree or another,
fend for themselves.
Seventy-five percent don’t reach the
age of 25 without falling into significant pitfalls: drug abuse, alcoholism,
prostitution or sex trafficking, jail, or
suicide, according to the Zupkases. The
Zupkases know one girl who taught
herself how to survive without eating
for 40 days after leaving her orphanage.
They know another who asked them
to start a Bible study in the Alytus orphanage, but she ended up in prison
after leaving.
INSIDE WORLDVENTURE

20

It would have been easy for the Zupkases to comfortably retire in San
Diego. Gary, whose grandparents
emigrated from Lithuania, served in
the U.S. Navy and worked as a graphic designer. Carol taught English in
San Diego, but always felt a desire for
cross-cultural ministry. Together, they
had a zeal for serving God but didn’t
know where that would lead. They
moved to Lithuania seven years ago,
and they’ve offered their home in the
small village of Alytus to eight different Lithuanian teens.
“I’m grateful that they took care of
me…never left me, and never said, ‘We
don’t like you—go away,” said Matas.
“They gave their love to us as if to their
sons.”
The WorldVenture couple teaches
these teens how to budget,
how to cook, and how to live
together as a family—something many have never experienced. They have spiritual
discussions with these teens
that have known little hope
in their lives and bring them
to their church.
“It’s very important not only
for every life, but also for the
future of Lithuania, because
they will be a part of the future in Lithuania,” said Marian Kozak, pastor of Alytus
Free Christian Church.
One teen currently living with Gary and Carol is
Justus. He does not keep in
touch with his family and
lived at the Alytus Child Care
Home since he was 5. He has
never met his father, and his
mother and stepfamily live in a tiny
house—the size of Justus’ bedroom
at the Zupkases. When he turned 18,
Justus left the children’s home and
continued going to school. However, no
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one told Justus to renew his passport,
which prevented him from receiving
his monthly stipend from the government.
“He had no money; he had no food,”
said the Zupkases. “He could eat one
meal a day at the cafeteria at school,
and that’s how he was existing.”
Justus would visit his friend Algirdas at the Zupkases, who offered him
home-cooked meals, groceries, and
cooking supplies so he could make
food for himself. Justus even began
going to church with them. But Justus
was too shy to ask for help. Eventually,
Algirdas and Matas were the ones to
tell the Zupkases that Justus wanted
to move in.
“He’s our brother. We want him here,”
they said.

“When Algirdas
came to live with
us, he was highly
non-communicative.
He was full of fear
and anxiety, but we’ve
seen him change.
He’s responsible,
considerate, and he’s
shown he cares in a
lot of ways.”

When Justus first moved in, he
couldn’t carry on a conversation with
Gary and Carol because of how socially
behind he was after years of being at
the orphanage. Algirdas had similar

Algirdas Vasiliauskas and Matas
Gacevičius read their Bibles at Alytus
Free Christian Church. Both boys have
lived with the Zupkases after graduating
out of the orphanage in Lithuania.

social difficulties, a common pattern
the Zupkases see with the graduated
orphans.
“When Algirdas came to live with us,
he was highly non-communicative,”
they said. “He was full of fear and
anxiety, but we’ve seen him change.
He’s responsible, considerate, and he’s
shown he cares in a lot of ways.”

INFLUENCING UP CLOSE
In a world decrying the harmful
effects of “orphanage tourism,” the
Zupkases offer a better way. They are
committed to opening up their home to
these at-risk teens, helping them with
everything from cooking tortillas to
how to have a relationship with Jesus.
At the center of their vision is a desire to see the Lithuanian people better
care for orphans themselves. Diana

Adomaityte joined Gary and Carol in
hosting a weekly Bible club at the Alytus Child Care Home. The children in
the club sing worship songs, memorize
Bible verses, and learn about Jesus.
In moments when it seems unclear
what difference she and Gary are
making, Carol remembers when her
parents offered their home to Sally, a
young woman who didn’t have anywhere else to go. Sally came to faith
during the two years she lived with
them. After Sally left, many tragic
things happened to her and she eventually lost contact.
Many years later, after Carol’s father
had passed away, a private detective
called her mother, asking for the people who had taken care of Sally. Sally’s
daughter Donna was looking for Carol’s
mother and asked to meet with up with
them. Donna said, “I’m married to a

pastor. We have four children. They are
all serving the Lord because you and
your family took my mom in.”
Donna went on to say her mother
would make her go to church every
Sunday, where she found faith and
eventually married a pastor. Carol
tears up when she talks about Sally, as
she sees the story directly shaping her
and Gary’s work in Lithuania.
“You don’t know what influence you’re
going to have,” she said. “Maybe you
won’t see it now, and you may not see
it at all. But our hope is that some of
[the orphans] are going to be touched
and changed in a very difficult world.”
WRITTEN BY KATE TRACY
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HOW A COMMUNITY OUTREACH IN SPAIN SHARES
THE GOSPEL WITH NORTH AFRICAN IMMIGRANTS.
B Y E M I LY R O T H

doors of the Friendship
House open at 4 p.m.
after adults finish siesta and children leave
school. The neighborhood kids walk in with
smiles, sometimes holding the hand of a parent
or sibling, their school23

bags still on their backs. They greet
the community center’s staff one at
a time, shouting “Hola!” They divide
into three classrooms where volunteers
from local Spanish churches wait to
help them with the day’s homework.
One boy follows his younger sibling
in, but he’s stopped at the classroom
door. It’s time for the youngest children

first. His tutoring won’t start until 5
p.m. The boy flings down onto a couch
in the waiting room and flips through
a few pages of a children’s book off
the shelf. When he thinks no one is
watching, he tries again to slip into
the classroom.
But he isn’t fast enough. Dan Anderson, the WorldVenture team leader of

the Friendship House, a community
outreach that serves a small neighborhood on the outskirts of Madrid,
Spain. The neighborhood includes an
older generation of Spaniards living
alongside newly arrived immigrant
families facing daily challenges and
prejudices in their new home. While
the ministry focuses on North Africans from unreached people groups,
everyone from the neighborhood is
welcome.
“We want the end result to be that
everybody with whom we have interaction ends up having an accurate and
true understanding of what the gospel
really is,” Dan said.
Christians at the Friendship House
believe they must reverse barriers to
the truth—misconceptions and judgments about the Bible, Christ, or the
nature of God—before real understanding of the gospel can take root.
For North Africans, one of the most effective ways to do this is within trusted
relationships. The Friendship House
offers a space for those relationships
to develop through holistic community
involvement.

the Friendship House, catches him
with a word. They banter a bit in Spanish, the boy asking why he has to wait.
If he finishes his homework quickly, he
can play games with the volunteers and
other children. Dan laughs at the boy’s
nerve but his voice stays firm.
The boy is one of many North African children who regularly come to

A CULTURAL CROSSROADS
Most North Africans in the neighborhood grew up in rural, mountainous
villages without access to education
or healthcare. Some never learned to
read and write. Parents often miss
their home countries—and the families and communities they left behind
there—but they moved to Spain so that

their children could have more opportunities and better lives.
What they found is an isolated neighborhood, cut off by highways and lacking resources that families in wealthier
neighborhoods would take for granted.
They struggle with the language and
understanding the social systems and
culture. Even those who were educated
professionals in their home country
take menial labor jobs to support their
families. Unfortunately, few jobs exist.
Spain’s withering economy reported a
21 percent unemployment rate in the
first quarter of 2016, the second highest within the European Union.
Dan first volunteered as a Spanish
teacher with a local municipal program
for immigrants in 2010. The community embraced the language classes
so much that his wife Eva soon began
classes for women as well. By January
2013, they outgrew the civic center and
signed a lease for an old school building. The ministry team was also growing, with two new missionary partners,
volunteers from Spanish churches, and
their first American short-term teams.
As the Friendship House branched
into offering services for children,
the ministry team discovered the second-generation immigrants are experiencing a childhood much different
than that of their parents. These children hear either Arabic or a regional
language at home but study Spanish
and English in school. In many ways,
they understand life in Spain better
than their parents do. They are a generation caught between feeling their
INSIDE WORLDVENTURE
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parents cannot relate to their lives and
yet not being fully accepted by Spanish
society. They have their own yet-unformed culture, finding an identity between their family heritage and their
adopted country. This crossroads of
both Spanish and North African cultures creates a challenging dynamic
to balance at the Friendship House.
“It’s not clear yet what that second-generation North African culture in Spain is going to look like,”
Dan said. “It’s something that is right
now taking shape and
we hope to be a part of
shaping that culture, at
least here locally in this
neighborhood.”
Dan and Eva have
committed to stay with
the North African families they serve for the
long-term, walking life
side-by-side with them.
Even for those who will
never accept Christ,
they will continue to
offer practical help to
meet their needs and
communicate God’s love
in every way they can.
“Our human love has a
limit, and we don’t have
the patience—we don’t
have the endurance—that this type
of ministry requires,” Eva said. “God
equips us one day at a time to show
love, and that love is very creative. That
love can be in the shape of listening, in
the shape of being there when you’re

needed, and in the shape of telling the
truth when someone needs to hear the
truth.”

WHY FRIENDSHIP MATTERS
Every class and service of the Friendship House meets a specific need of the
North African community, including
Spanish classes, women’s aerobics, and
parenting courses. Women can regularly choose clothing for their families
out of a room stocked with donations

“God equips us one day at
a time to show love, and
that love is very creative.
That love can be in the
shape of listening, in the
shape of being there
when you’re needed, and
in the shape of telling
the truth when someone
needs to hear the truth.”

from local churches. School-aged children can receive homework help after
school and play various games with
volunteers.
“The purpose of the Friendship
House is to be able to share the gospel
with them, but we are trying
to do that in very practical
TOP LEFT: The Friendship House participants find
ways, both in word and in
provision for a variety of needs along with genuine,
caring relationships. TOP RIGHT : A Spanish volunteer
deed,” Dan said, “because
helps a boy with his schoolwork. MIDDLE: The ministry
we recognize that in order
team includes diverse cultures and nationalities.
BOTTOM LEFT: Global workers partner with volunteers
for them to really be willfrom Spanish churches to serve the neighborhood’s
ing to listen to our message,
needs. BOTTOM RIGHT: Two girls enjoy bringing their
they first have to see Christ’s
homework to tutoring at the daily Kids Club.

life and values lived out in our lives and
in our actions.”
In the Spanish and North African
cultures, the public and private are not
separate. Connections made in classes
or businesses naturally flow into personal interactions. Because of this, the
Friendship House has become wellknown in the small neighborhood over
the past few years. Earlier this year, the
landlord of an empty retail space next
door to the Friendship House asked the
team to rent or buy the space. It had
been unused for several years. Their Spanish
neighbors had refused
to allow a restaurant or
bar, yet they encouraged
the Friendship House
to expand into the location.
“God had cultivated
such an awesome relationship and reputation that they wanted
us,” said Luci*, another
WorldVenture worker
on the team. “Just by the
nature of how we work
in our space, how we
deal with our neighbors,
[it] allowed for future
ministry opportunities.”
The ministry team
looks forward to using the new space
to serve the community’s teenagers
and young adults. Many youth in the
neighborhood struggle in school, often
choosing to drop out early and look for
work. They have few resources to help
lead them to a positive future.
Having the new space to welcome
youth is one step to developing and
sustaining strong relationships with
the community’s children as they grow.
The space offers room to have a full
kitchen and a lounge or café-styled
hangout. Then the ministry team will
INSIDE WORLDVENTURE
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ABOVE/BOTTOM RIGHT :

Spanish and North African students gather for fiestas at the end of the school year. TOP RIGHT/MIDDLE LEFT: Neighborhood
children come to the Friendship House every afternoon for tutoring and games with the community volunteers. MIDDLE RIGHT: The Friendship
House building was once the neighborhood school and was renovated to be reopened for community classes and activities.

be in a unique position of influence as youth begin to define themselves and to whom
or what they will dedicate
their lives.
“When life pushes them to
a point where they are asking questions, I want to be
there for them,” Eva said.
“You have to be willing to be there
for times where you’re just teaching
them to read or telling them a story or
just planting little tiny seeds that God
may in the future provoke a deeper
conversation.”
Outreach in this community requires
patience, but the ministry team knows
gospel conversations can happen unexpectedly. One such conversation
came about because an intern of the
Friendship House was asked to pri27

“Do you believe that
Jesus is God?” When the
intern replied he did, the
boy smiled and whispered
back, “So do I.”
vately tutor a family’s two young boys
in English. Usually the father, mother,
and grandfather would listen to the
lessons. During one session, the grandfather began to talk to the intern about
who the greatest prophet is. After some
discussion, he came to ask, “Well, who
do you believe Jesus is?”
The intern carefully relayed common
beliefs about Jesus that the family
readily accepted. But when he stated
that God became human, the father,

mother, and grandfather interrupted in unison, “Mentiras!” (Spanish for “lies”).
The grandfather jumped to
his feet.
“It was as if I had hit a spiritual wall,” the intern later reported. “They were willing
to accept the gospel message
until Jesus entered the scene.”
The adults continued debating among
themselves as one of the boys walked
over to the intern and whispered in his
ear, “Do you believe that Jesus is God?”
When the intern replied he did, the boy
smiled and whispered back, “So do I.”
*Name changed for security purposes.
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HOW ONE WORLDVENTURE MISSIONARY IS
TRANSFORMING THE LIVES OF CHILDREN IN
MALI THROUGH BIBLE VERSE MEMORIZATION.
children of Mali do not have a bright
future. With overcrowded schools
and multiple languages to learn,
educational opportunities are limited so that few children pass their
national exams. Without adequate
education, many Malian youth have
little to no hope of making a living
beyond subsistence farming, selling goods on the streets, or other trades. When WorldVenture
29

missionaries Laura and Thomas
Requadt moved to a small village
in Mali, it wasn’t long before their
home was a frequent stop for these
West African youth. Laura offered
them games, cookies, and above
all, a chance to learn. While Thomas
has dedicated his time to translating the Bible for the Malian people,
Laura has focused on the children.
For the past 10 years, she’s been

holding daily language and Bible
lessons, making such a difference
that everyone from Muslim parents
to schoolteachers are noticing.
I sat down with the Requadts to
hear more about how Laura is helping Malian children memorize the
Word of God and build a relationship with Him.
*interview edited for length and clarity.

Why is it so hard for children in
Mali to receive a good education?

Q: What kind of futures do these
kids have?

A: The reading is in French and
most of them don’t know French
when they start. The classrooms
are overcrowded; you can have 80
to 100 kids in a classroom. Some
classes may have 100 or more. Most
of the kids do not learn how to read
and write simply because it’s too
overwhelming for the teachers.

A: If they don’t pass school, they’re
going to have to do some kind of
manual labor, selling, or a trade.
Some of the kids who’ve gone
through my class are mechanical
apprentices. Others could become
tailors, as all sewing is done by
hand. You can’t get into college.
It’s rough. You see a lot of kids in
my class in the market selling stuff.

Q: How do you step in and help
with this education deficit?
A: I try to teach them to read in
the trade language, which is Bambara. Once they learn Bambara, I
also work on teaching them basic
French so they have a better chance
of passing. The national tests are
in French, so the kids in our town
rarely pass. They have such a low
percentage.

Q: What do you think would help
these children?
A: I really wish someone would
come teach them electronics and
technology. There are a lot of electronic devices now. Everyone’s got
a cell phone; they’re starting to get
smart phones, and they need people to help them use their smart
phones to their advantage. It’s reINSIDE WORLDVENTURE
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ally hard…you have to be very enterprising to earn money other than dirt
farming.
Q: Every afternoon, you teach these
kids a Bible lesson and work on memory verses. What does this time look
like?
A: We have kids of all ages coming
over, from babies who can’t stand up
yet to 16-year-olds. We do our memory
verses in Bambara, which is a second
language to most of the kids. I pick out
100 memory verses: verses that show
Jesus is God, that Jesus is Savior. We
often use John 1, John 3, and Romans
3. We also learn plenty of Hebrews, because Hebrews is really
good for showing that
Jesus is the sacrifice.
Q: How does the Malian culture make it easier
or harder for children to
understand the Bible?
A: These kids understand the need for sacrifice. The kids who are
from fetish and Muslim
families do a lot of sacrifices to get the higher
beings to be happy with
them and make life work
right. I work really hard
at pointing out that Jesus
is the sacrifice that God
says he accepts.

Laura Requadt hands out prizes
to Malian children for memorizing Bible
verses. TOP RIGHT : As much as soccer is
popular, Laura is teaching them to take an
interest in the Bible as well. BOTTOM LEFT: A
Malian child looks over the crafts created
at the children’s club. BOTTOM RIGHT : Pens
and paper are scarce for African children,
something Laura provides for them.
TOP LEFT:
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They also see things that we as Westerners don’t get, such as the story of
Joseph. Most of these kids have multiple moms and half-siblings from different moms, so sibling rivalry is huge.
A dad liking one wife more than the
other: they understand these things.

It resonates with them. Even though
Joseph was wrong for disrespecting
his brothers, you don’t sell your brother. Family is everything. They really
understand some Bible stories better
than Americans do. They’ve seen demon possession or they’ve definitely

ticed a difference. They trusted him to
babysit their kids, and they hired him
to do odd jobs, because there was just
a complete difference in him.
There was another kid named Zan. By
the time Zan was 7 or 8, he had learned
to read enough that he could teach
himself verses. Zan has really stuck

“Zan has really stuck
with the Lord and
is really focused on
teaching other kids
their verses. Although
he really likes playing
soccer, he says he would
rather teach kids the
Bible than play soccer.”

with the Lord and is really focused on
teaching other kids their verses. Although he really likes playing soccer,
he says he would rather teach kids the
Bible than play soccer.
Q: How do you measure whether the
children you teach become followers
of Jesus?

heard of it, so when Jesus is casting out
demons, it just resonates with them.
Q: Are there any children who have
really made an impression on you
over the years?

A: There was one 5-year-old in our
neighborhood whose name was Bandit. If anything was going wrong in
the neighborhood—if something was
stolen, broken, set on fire—he did it. He
was about 6 when he trusted Christ as
his Savior, and the neighborhood no-

A: I really can’t tell how many of them
are really trusting Jesus. The way the
culture works, I can’t just ask, “Okay,
raise your hand if you’re going to follow
Jesus.” That method does not work.
They’d raise their hands because they
think that’s what I want. We go more
based on their lives changing and othINSIDE WORLDVENTURE
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Children of all ages attend the children’s
club hosted at Laura’s home, where
they learn about the Bible, play games,
and do crafts.

er people seeing they’re following Jesus. Based on that, after more than 10
years’ time in Mali doing this, there are
around 25 to 35 children who showed
a difference in life, although there may
be closer to 100 who said they were
going to follow Jesus.
Q: What does that difference in life
look like in this culture?
A: In their own words: “I don’t steal
meat anymore.” They say they’re not as
mean as they used to
be. They don’t hit the
other kids as much.
They don’t cheat at
school. They’re more
respectful to their
parents. These are
the things the kids
t hem selve s a nd
their parents have
said. They would do
their chores without
complaining. This
one Muslim family sent their eight
boys to our kids’
club because it had
improved their behavior so much. We
do have other Muslim parents that, although it had improved their kids’ attitude and their respectfulness, made
them stop coming because the other
more Muslim neighbors put pressure
on them.
We’ve had schoolteachers comment
on how much better behaved a kid is
in school now that he attends our class.
That doesn’t mean he’s a Christian yet,
but he’s at least learning how to behave
in a classroom context.

pare them for the hostility they will
face if they declare they are followers
of Jesus?
A: That is one of the reasons for doing
so many memory verses. One of the
boys had memorized his 100 verses
and got to take a Bible home. His big
brothers took it away from him. Later
on, he got another Bible, but he asked
to keep it at our house. He needs to
have these things in his head because
he’s not allowed to have a Bible at

“We’ve had schoolteachers
comment on how much
better behaved a kid is in
school now that he attends
our class. That doesn’t
mean he’s a Christian yet,
but he’s at least learning
how to behave in a
classroom context.”

Q: These kids live in a 95 to 100 percent Muslim context. How do you pre33

home. Also for us, discipleship is not
a one-hour meeting over coffee to discuss things. Discipleship is hanging out
all day and seeing how we handle life.
Can you really make your faith real to
you and function in this environment?
We get to work on regular ordinary life
every day.
INTERVIEW BY KATE TRACY
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FROM CIVIL WAR EVACUATION TO ARTISTIC
OUTREACH, KEN AND JULIE VAUGHAN REFLECT
ON THEIR EDUCATION WORK IN WEST AFRICA.

The baobab tree is the national symbol of Senegal, where Ken and Julie Vaughan served third culture kids at Dakar Academy.
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ALUMNI
KEN AND JULIA VAUGHAN

en a nd Ju l i a
Vaughan didn’t
plan to teach at Dakar Academy (DA) in
Senegal, but like many
other WorldVenture
workers, the war
in the Ivory Coast
forced them to relocate. After 90 children from Ivory
Coast Academy transitioned to DA,
the Vaughans were asked by the administration at Dakar Academy to
join them and teach. The Vaughans
accepted the invitation.
“After the evacuation, many kids
went straight from the war to DA,”
they said. “The kids didn’t have any
counseling or debriefing or anything.”
The Vaughans were able to help these
traumatized, stressed students, as
they had also experienced the war
trauma. When straight-A students
started flunking, or children in a dormitory started panicking at the sound
of fireworks (thinking they were gunshots), the Vaughans walked through
the trauma and grief with them.
“We were able to see them, listen to
those kids, and help them find some
strategies to help work through some
of those things,” they said.

K

Since 1987, the Vaughans have taught
the children of missionaries and other
foreign workers. Julia taught art, even
gathering her students to paint murals
on the walls of remote village churches
throughout Senegal. As an outreach,
these murals encouraged Muslim villagers to step foot into churches they
never would have before, just to see
what Julia and her students had created.
Ken taught everything from Bible to
science and math. One particular fifth
grade class started with 13 students in
a tiny classroom, but over the course of
the semester grew to 23 students. Ken
had to enter the room before the students, and no one could move around.
However, the 23rd student was the
daughter of a Pakistan ambassador.
She loved to read, so Ken gave her “The
Chronicles of Narnia,” and eventually,
through talks with Ken, she became
a Christian.
“I was fine with having 23 kids in
that little class if No. 23 became a
Christian,” said Ken.
Despite these highlights, the
Vaughans faced many challenges,
including having potential American
supporters not support them because
teaching TCKs was not “front line

ministry.” It took significant effort to
educate people of the importance of
TCK education, the Vaughans said.
Many students at DA struggled with
perfectionism, which manifested itself in unhealthy ways. The Vaughans
would help those students and sometimes point them to professional help.
“As missionary kids, they don’t want
to interfere with their parents’ ministry and so they will hide problems
that they have for those reasons,” said
the Vaughans.
Many Muslim students, the children of various government officials,
attended DA because of its excellent
reputation, and many of those students came to know Christ. Ken discipled one such student, Amir, who
announced his commitment to Christ
while the entire school cheered in excitement for him.
“It’s been a joy to be able to take the
gifts that God has given us and use it
to grow the Kingdom in West Africa,”
said the Vaughans.
WRITTEN BY KATE TRACY
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N E W

D E P A R T U R E S
CAREER
JIM AND ANNIE CULP
Jim and Annie Culp, along with their three children, departed
for Mexico in June, where they will be planting churches and
developing local church leaders.

ME XICO
A missionary* departed for Spain in April to serve the children of
North African immigrants at the Friendship House.

SPA IN
*Names omitted for security purposes.
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WHO IS WORLDVENTURE?
WHO WE ARE : WorldVenture is a Christian missionary sending
agency. We train, send, and support Christ-followers to work internationally for the purpose of making disciples, catalyzing movements of the gospel, and building the global church.
WHAT WE DO : We work in more than 65 countries utilizing the
arts, media, business, education, family and medicine, church outreach, science and agriculture, and government to speak among
the unreached, unchurched, and unwanted peoples of the world
the simple, life-giving message of Jesus.
OUR MISSION : To see people of all nations transformed by Jesus
Christ in partnership with His church.

www.worldventure.com
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HOW TO GET INVOLVED
If you feel the call from God on your life to fulfill the Great Commission internationally, we are so thankful you’re considering
us. The next step is to fill out our online GO form, and one of
our coaches will connect with you soon.
You can also follow us on social media to stay connected.

@worldventure
facebook.com/worldventure
vimeo.com/worldventure
@worldventure

www.worldventure.com/go
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info@worldventure.com | 720.283.2000
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