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seems as 
though time 
travels faster 
every year and 
yet, according 
to my watch, a 
minute is still 
60 seconds, 
an hour is still 
60 minute and 

a year is still 365 days. The 
good news is that we are 
another year closer to the 
return of Jesus. And, while 
there is no time to waste, ev-
ery minute the Lord gives to 
you and me is sufficient for 
His plan to be lived out in 
us, for His kingdom, and for 
those who have yet to hear 
and receive Jesus Christ as 
Savior.

 Speaking of those who 
have yet to hear and receive 
Jesus as Savior, Jeff and I 
saw ministry up close to the 
unwanted and the invisible 
cast-aways of society in one 
of the Balkan States this fall. 

On one particular outing, in 
an abandoned concrete in-
dustrial area, a small group 
of children and mothers 
quickly gathered around our 
vehicle as we pulled up to 
their building. As we brief-
ly stood outside the huge 
complex listening to family 
updates, it was obvious that 
their needs were far greater 
than we could imagine.

 We were ushered into a 
room with no windows, 
no electricity, no heating, 
a damp floor, and with a 
stench and squalor, which 
one of the mothers and her 
six children call home. Life 
for them is survival at best. 
One particular elderly wom-
an stood on the fringe of the 
gathering. We learned that 
she was known as “the or-
phan,” or “Orphan”, as she 
introduced herself to one of 
our missionaries. Will this 
woman, made in the image 
of God, come to know her 

Creator and embrace the sal-
vation He came to provide 
her? Will WorldVenture mis-
sionaries serving her be able 
to communicate the gospel 
well to her?

 2016 is slated to be a very 
busy year for us here in the 
office, as I am sure it will 
be for you as well. Between 
all of the events held in the 
building, we continue with 
the ongoing daily challeng-
es of updating systems and 
aligning office operations to 
best serve our missionaries 
today and in the future. We 
continue to pray for you in 
the middle of these ongoing 
changes, but may you also 
lean into the high work of 
the Lord to which you have 
been called.

 Richest blessings,
Dennis Vogan, EdD

Dennis Vogan is the Vice 
President of Personnel for 

WorldVenture. 

It
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b y  C h a r i t y  B u t l e r

e’ve all seen the 
horrifying imag-

es flash across our 
screens of Syrian 

refugees fleeing to 
Europe for their lives, and of those 
who didn’t make it.

Many have been fleeing since the 
civil war began in 2011, but it seems 
like we’ve only recently seen this 
mass exodus in the news. But for 
one WorldVenture couple in Austria, 

helping refugees has been their dai-
ly reality for the last nine and a half 
years.

The Jones* primarily work with 
Afghani and Iranian refugees; how-
ever, over the summer, they came 
in contact with a number of Syrians 
as well. That’s because their refugee 
center works mostly with those who 
decide to stay in Austria and obtain 
residency, and the majority of Syr-
ians are passing through to settle 

in Germany. Austria agreed to help 
12,000 Syrian refugees before grad-
ually closing its borders to them.

The couple has met many well-ed-
ucated Syrian doctors and lawyers 
who are willing to get settled into 
their new culture and get back to 
work immediately. Part of the rea-
son Mr. Jones said he believes that 
Germany made room to accept more 
than 800,000 refugees is because of 
a strong Syrian work ethic.

Missionaries report being "completely 
overwhelmed" with the loss and trauma 
the Syrian refugees have experienced. 

W
NEWS
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“There’s a lot of crazy stories that 
we heard, but I’ve been amazed by 
their resiliency also,” he said. “They 
seem like to me to be a pretty posi-
tive and hard-working people.”

One such story is about a man who 
showed Mrs. Jones a picture on his 
cell phone of all his friends and fam-
ily members from his village, only to 
explain how they were all dead now.

“I didn’t know how to respond. I 
was just completely overwhelmed 

with the loss in his life and how he 
could even—I don’t know—laugh or 
joke around,” she said.

According to the United Nations, 
the current outflow of refugees from 
Syria is the largest since the Rwan-
dan Genocide in the mid-1990s. 
Since 2011, more than 4 million Syri-
ans have fled because of the civil war.

“The refugee crisis in Europe is 
overwhelming. The numbers that 
are being reported are in the hun-

dreds of thousands and the amount 
of tragedy and trauma that each of 
those people has experienced makes 
the crisis even more staggering,” 
said Mark*, a WorldVenture refugee 
worker in Macedonia. “It’s hard to 
know how to handle the numbers of 
people affected, much less how each 
person has been affected by these 
wars.”

A major reason why some coun-
tries, including the United States, 
have been hesitant to accept refugees 
is due to the fear that ISIS members 
might sneak into the country under 
the guise of a refugee. The Nov. 13 
terrorist attacks in Paris, which left 
130 people dead, has only intensified 
that fear; authorities found a Syrian 
passport next to one of the terrorists.

“One of the pastors of the Macedo-
nian evangelical church that we at-
tend gave a stirring message recently 
about the refugees,” said Mark. “He 
wants all of us not to give in to the 
fears associated with mass migra-
tion of people, but to focus on the re-
markable opportunity God is giving 
the church in Europe to help these 
people and show them the love of 
Christ.”

However, with the majority of ref-
ugees staying in Europe or other 
countries in the Middle East, what 
are Christians doing to help them?

Nicolette and her husband never set 
out to work with refugees when they 
first moved to Lebanon seven years 
ago. But in a place where one out of 
every four residents is a refugee, they 
soon found themselves helping out in 
that area as well.

“The Church has an incredible op-
portunity. We have people literally 
landing on our doorstep, who have 
never heard the name Jesus, ask-
ing us to help them,” she said. “And 
we’ve seen the Church at her very 

More than 4 million Syrian refugees have fled to Turkey, Jordan, Iraq, Lebanon, and 
Egypt. The United Nations reports that only 40 percent of the crisis is funded. 
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best—feeding the hungry, clothing 
the naked, and caring for the least 
of these, all in the name of Jesus. 
And the Church is growing. Many 
are coming to faith, being baptized, 
some even taking the gospel back to 
the war zones of Syria and Iraq.”

Many Muslims who were taught 
that Christianity and the West are 
evil are now disillusioned with Islam 
due to the recent violence they have 
experienced, and in many cases it’s 
been Christians who have helped 
them, Mr. Jones said.

“It’s a terrible situation for these 
people to have to leave their homes 
and lose loved ones. Nobody would 
want that at all,” he said. “But at the 
same time they are having the chance 
to hear the gospel … and we don’t 
want to miss that window because 
that’s what we’re out here for.”

“God is allowing borders to be 
moved and people to be moved so 
they can hear the gospel,” Mrs. Jones 

added. “We’re seeing people just so 
ready to accept Jesus. And they’re 
coming from really hard Islamic 
backgrounds.”

In addition to sharing the gospel, 
a lot of the Jones’ work also focuses 
on long-term discipleship. They help 
refugees learn German and assimi-
late into Austrian culture; they also 
befriend the refugees and hold Bible 
studies at the center.

Likewise, WorldVenture missionar-
ies Keith and Beverly Sellers, whose 
networks and churches work with 
refugees in Hungary, said that many 
Christian organizations have been 
partnering together to bring aid to 
the refugees and have made sure Bi-
bles are available for pick-up to any of 
the refugees who want one. However, 
some of the local churches said that 
direct evangelism is unethical, and 
instead focus more on humanitarian 
aid.

“Local Christians and missionaries 

in Europe need to mobilize and evan-
gelize Muslims with every means 
possible,” Keith said.

In some Muslim countries, like 
Iran and Afghanistan, converting to 
Christianity is punishable by death. 
This can complicate the reasons why 
some choose to become Christian, 
as the converts believe they are less 
likely to be sent back home if they’ll 
face persecution for their faith.

There still is a small percentage of 
refugees that come to know the Lord 
as their personal savior, Mr. Jones 
said, and those few have been pow-
erful witnesses to their own people.

“We’re not going to convert any-
one, but the Lord is, and as He does 
these people are making a powerful 
witness,” he said. “There’s hope for 
sure.”

WORLDVENTURE.COM
 /syrian-refugees-aid

S Y R I A N S  B E G A N  S E E K I N G  A S Y L U M  I N  E U R O P E .
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“We’ve seen the Church at her very 
best—feeding the hungry, clothing 
the naked, and caring for the least 
of these, all in the name of Jesus. 
And the Church is growing.”

NEWS

*Names changed for security reasons
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amia looked wistfully at 
the olive tree giving us 
shade from the hot sun. 

“Our house was beautiful! 
We had a garden and every 
evening we would sit out-
side, drink coffee, and talk 
while the children played. 
We even had our own ol-
ive trees just like these!” 

Ramia was forced to flee her vil-
lage with her two small kids be-
cause Daesh (ISIS) was closing 
in. Her in-laws were too old to 
travel, so they had to leave them 
behind. Daesh took over her 
village and set up a communi-
cations center in her apartment 
building, which was then target-
ed by the regime. She then heard 

the news from some young men 
who stayed back that her home 
had been destroyed. She still 
does not know the fate of her ex-
tended family.

Ramia is just one of the more 
than 1.3 million refugees who 
have fled to Lebanon since the 
war started almost five years 
ago. Lebanon is now the country 

6

R
In a country where one in four people is a refugee, 
a WorldVenture missionary explains how Christians 
are offering more than necessities for survival. 

b y   N i c o l e t t e  H u t c h e r s o n

Approximately 150 Syrian refugee families have settled 
in two camps in the Central Bekaa Valley of Lebanon. 
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with the most refugees per capita in 
the world. To put it in perspective, 
one out of every four people in Leb-
anon is a refugee.

 It has not been easy. The sheer 
number of people that have poured 
over the borders has put an incred-
ible strain on the economy and the 
public school system. The refugee 
crisis has been the source of some 
major health outbreaks and takes 
the blame for the rise in crime and 
terrorist attacks.

Even the famed Arab hospitality 
has its limits, although the Lebanese 
are well known for it. The Syrian 
army occupied Lebanon for nearly 
30 years, having only left 10 years 
ago. You can imagine that the gen-
eral population didn’t welcome their 
former oppressors with open arms. 
When a Syrian child was beaten by 

a Dunkin’ Donuts employee for beg-
ging from his customers, the Inter-
net was full of people defending the 
employee, because after all, the child 
was a Syrian and “over 30 years they 
r (sic) stepping on us” so of course 
any Lebanese would have earned the 
right to hurt him.

Imagine the trauma of being forced 
to flee your home because your only 
other option is death. Fathers are 
stressed trying to provide for their 
families in a country where they are 
not legally allowed to work. Moth-
ers are barely surviving the day-to-
day demands of life as refugees, and 
children live in fear of police sirens, 
completely losing it at the sound of 
fireworks. One refugee came home 
to the apartment she was renting for 
an exorbitant price to find the locks 
changed and all her belongings on 

the front step. Her landlord would 
only let her back in if she gave him 
her daughter. Read that again. Her 
landlord wanted her to give him her 
child so that she could stay in the 
apartment she had already paid for. 
So added to the trauma of escaping 
bombs is the discrimination and vi-
olence committed against families 
who only want to live in peace. There 
are literally a million people at our 
doorstep, begging for help.

And the Church, oh the Church has 
stepped up in an incredible way. The 
church we are involved in is just one 
of many ministering to refugees who 
have escaped from both Syria and 
Iraq. We are currently serving more 
than 1500 families. The first step 
is to provide for basic needs: food, 
clothing, milk, diapers, mattresses, 
and blankets. Many refugees show 
immense gratitude and contentment 
for just that, but others can’t help but 
wonder why the Church is so gener-
ous in helping. “No one has ever done 
what you are doing for us,” one mom 
told me. What a joy to tell her that it’s 

7

“It has not been easy. The sheer number 
of people that have poured over the 
borders has put an incredible strain on the 
economy and the public school system.”

Syrian refugees line up  in front fo the UNHCR registration center in Tripoli, Lebanon. 
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because of the love of Jesus that we 
pour into her and her children. As a 
result of the Church reaching out to 
those in need, we now have approx-
imately 100 discovery Bible studies 
meeting weekly, most of them now 
being led by new Syrian believers. 
Nearly every week, a refugee makes 
a decision to follow Christ.

Even those who haven’t made a de-
cision about who Jesus is recognize 
that something different is going on. 
One mother of five, who attends our 
weekly music class for young chil-
dren, has started to bring her friends 
to class just so that we can pray for 
them. She’s seen the power of prayer 
in her own life and wants others to 
experience it as well. As I held tight-
ly the hands of a woman she brought 
to me, I couldn’t help but cry with 
her as she shared her story. Her hus-
band had tried to travel to Germany 
and it had been several months since 
she heard any news from him. He 
was supposed to get to a safe place, 
then send for his wife and as many 
of their 10 children that she could 

bring along. But she was losing hope. 
Her friend dabbed at her tears with 
the corner of her veil, comforting 
her with these words: “Don’t worry! 
They will pray for you here!”

There are many organizations and 
NGOs who are also trying to mitigate 
some of the suffering the refugees 
experience here in Lebanon. They 
collect and pass around winter coats 
and blankets to those in the direst 
circumstances. But the Church is of-
fering more, much more than just a 
warm place to sleep.

As she flipped her bright blue hijab 
over her shoulder, a young mother 
and new believer who is now lead-
ing her own Bible study group told 
me, “The church accepted me just as 
I was. They didn’t ask if I was with 

Daesh, with someone else, anything. 
They welcomed me, helped me just 
as I was. Because they love the Lord, 
they did this. I can see it (the love for 
God)… All I knew before coming here 
was that Jesus was the son of Mary. 
That’s it. Now I’ve become a believer. 
He’s saved me.”

War is never a good thing. We pray 
for the war in Syria to stop; we pray 
for peace. But we also recognize the 
incredible opportunity that we, the 
Church, have to practice the pure 
and undefiled religion that James 
talks about in his epistle. To feed and 
clothe a refugee: that is the very es-
sence of our faith.

“As a result of the Church reaching out to 
those in need, we now have approximately 

100 discovery Bible studies meeting 
weekly, most of them now being led by 

new Syrian believers. Nearly every week, a 
refugee makes a decision to follow Christ.”
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t’s not everyday that the 
Polish government returns 
a church from World War 
II. But that’s just what has 
happened in the town of 
Legnica, Poland, according 

to WorldVenture missionaries Bruce 
and Linda Thomas.

The church building passed through 
many hands during the 20th century. 
The church began as an extension 
of a German mission station in the 
Legnica region, which was under 
German rule at the time. After 
World War II ended, the government 

yielded control of the facilities—
including a chapel and administrative 
house—to the Polish Baptist Church 
congregation. However, just a few 
months later, the Red Army of the 
Soviet Union invaded Legnica and 
occupied the city.

When Poland regained indepen-
dence in 1989, Polish Baptists re-
newed their claim to the property, but 
the process took nearly 20 years. At 
the end of last year, local authorities 
finally accepted the Baptists’ claim to 
their building by giving away another 
property of equal space and value.

“The process of reclaim has been 
long and difficult, mainly because of 
the change of borders after the war,” 
said Daniel Trusiewicz, a church 
leader and associate of the Thomases. 
“However, eventually the fact that the 
Baptist religion had been practiced 
in Legnica before World War II has 
become the major argument, as 
well as numerous documents, like 
original church statistics, title deeds, 
publications, letters, pictures etc. 
which documented in detail our right 
to this facility.”

The original church 

I

9
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building was destroyed 
during Poland’s Communist 
era following World War II, 
although the city of Legnica 
still uses the administrative 
building that survived.

For Bruce and Linda 
Thomas, this new acquisition 
means they will have more space to 
conduct their English camps and 
other ministries. The three-story 
building is in an ideal location, and a 
shared space with a small business, 
which helps to pay utilities and other 
expenses. The Thomases and their 

partners are working to transform the 
building into nice spaces for meeting 
rooms and classrooms.“It’s an ideal 
situation—basically a free building,” 
said the Thomases. “All we need now 
are workers.”

Poland’s return of this Baptist 
church echoes a similar situation 

that happened in Albania 
in the 1990s. WorldVenture 
missionary Edwin Jakes 
approached the Albanian 
government with property 
papers for a church that had 
been taken away during 

its Communist era. After 50 years, 
the Albanian government agreed to 
return the church to WorldVenture 
workers.

The return of the church in Legnica 
also signals what some might say 
is a broader trend of evangelical 
interest in Poland. WorldVenture 
missionary Randy Hacker explained 
how evangelical churches in his part 
of the country are growing quickly, 
for the first time since before World 
War II. “Four churches from a range 
of evangelical denominations in our 
town are bursting at the seams, and 
trying to figure out how to deal with 
the lack of space,” he said. “In many 
cases, their current building was 
purchased or built without much 
thought of the chance of the church 
growing as quickly as it has recently.”

The Thomases are also seeing 
a resurgence of spiritual interest 
in Poland, although there is still 
a pervasive tendency toward 
materialism. “Since so many are 
disillusioned with the Catholic 
Church, some are open to alternatives, 
giving us the opportunity to share 
something ‘new,’” they said. However, 
two of the barriers they’re facing are 
a lack of church facilities, as well as a 
lack of Polish pastors. “Without solid 
national leadership, the local church 
struggles to grow.”

The Red Army occupied what used 
to be a Baptist church in Poland. 
Years later, the government has 
returned property of equal value to 
the Baptists. 

WORLDVENTURE.COM
/poland-baptist-church

    WRITTEN BY KATE TRACY

“It’s an ideal situation—
basically a free building. All 
we need now are workers.”
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ears ago, a 
WorldVenture 

seminary teach-
er was preaching 

at an Indonesian church in the 
city of Jogjakarta. Toward the 
end of the service, the noise of 
a loud Muslim mob from out-
side interrupted and fright-
ened the congregation. A 
local mosque had incited 
local Muslims to demon-
strate outside the church, 
angry that the church even 
existed. While the police 
freed the trapped congre-
gation an hour later, the 
mob was ultimately suc-
cessful in what they came 
to do: permanently close 
down the church.

This was just one of 
many churches that closed 
because of Muslim pro-
testers, say the Johnsons*, 
the missionaries present 
that day. In a country that 
outlaws Islamic extremism 

and boasts freedom of reli-
gion, how are these church 

closures possible?
First, some perspective on 

Indonesia’s “Religious 
Harmony” law: Indo-

nesia passed a law in 
2006 requiring mi-

nority faith groups 
to collect signatures 
from people of other 
faiths before build-
ing their churches. 
But it’s not as easy 
as it seems. “It takes 
years of red tape 
and frustration to 
finally get permission 
to build a church,” say 
the Johnsons. Since the 

passage of the law, 1,000 Christian 
churches have closed, while others 
have never been built.

Another WorldVenture missionary 
family, the Smiths*, told of the woes 
their national NGO endured to start 
a legal English program through 
the local church. After more than 
a year of trying to get all the signa-
tures needed to run the program, the 
workers still don’t have permission.

    “This Religious Harmony Law 
requirement is a not-so-subtle way 
to keep Christian churches or pro-
grams from ever running,” said the 
Smiths, who have witnessed the 
bombing and burning of churches 
near them. In 2012, WorldVenture 
missionaries* had to leave the coun-
try because of the persecution they 
faced from a fanatic Islamic leader.

Christians account for seven per-
cent of Indonesia’s population, where 
the majority are moderate Muslims, 
who mix Islam with cultural beliefs, 
say the Smiths. “They are very recep-
tive of us and often are eager to hear 
what God teaches us in the Bible. 

“Accusations of 
improper permits or 

falsified signatures don’t 
even have to be true in 

order for radical groups…
to come in and destroy 

church buildings without 
any repercussions.”

Y
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Radical groups do 
things to get atten-
tion.”

However, ar-
eas—especially the 

province of Aceh—
have experienced 

a crackdown from 
Islamic extremists 

in recent years, where 
several churches have 

been burned. In other areas, 
more radical Islamists have at-

tained government positions. But 
the Smiths think the level of 

persecution is directly 
correlated to the 

movement and 

traction Christianity gains in the 
area. Two different girls they knew 
have been beaten by their fathers 
and brothers and cast off from their 
families for wanting to follow Isa 
(Jesus).

“Despite the persecution, they have 
stood firm in their faith and contin-
ue to grow and witness,” they said. 
“Not everyone is like that though, 
and many quickly fall away from 
studying the Holy Scriptures or don’t 
begin at all because they are afraid.”

The Johnsons knew a graduate 
from one of their semi-
naries who was im-
prisoned for 
sharing 

“When I was ministering 
on the outside, I got in 

big trouble for witnessing 
to [an unreached people 
group], but here in prison, 
nobody is telling me I can’t 

share the Good News!”

13
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Jesus with a young Muslim woman. 
While he was in prison, he helped 
many of his inmates to Christ. 
“When I was ministering on the out-
side, I got in big trouble for witness-
ing to [an unreached people group], 
but here in prison, nobody is telling 
me I can’t share the Good News!” he 
told the Johnsons.

   In the meantime, the Smiths 
and Johnsons tend to form house 
churches through non-traditional 

methods, as going about building le-
gal churches is unsafe and cumber-
some, to say the least. “Accusations 
of improper permits or falsified sig-
natures don’t even have to be true in 
order for radical groups…to come in 
and destroy church buildings with-
out any repercussions,” said the 
Smiths.

*Names changed for security 
reasons

WORLDVENTURE.COM
/indonesia-church-closures

    WRITTEN BY KATE TRACY

Indonesia boasts the world’s largest population of Muslims. Its “Religious 
Harmony” law is making it difficult for churches to stay open.  
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Evans Walton, one of WorldVenture’s 
International Ministry Partners in Ghana, 
poses with a group of Akyode children.
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was just a typi-
cal church ser-
vice in the town 
of Keri, Ghana. 
All of a sudden, 
in the middle of 
a woman’s prayer 
to accept Jesus 

as her savior, anoth-
er woman screamed 

and pointed to a four-
foot-long snake dan-

gling from the rafters 
above the pulpit. Pan-

icked yells erupted from 
the congregation as  men 

began throwing large sticks at the 
intruder, trying to knock it down. 
Then, after 30 chaotic seconds that 
felt like years, the snake was knocked 
to the ground and killed. 

To those who were inside the church 
that day, the snake was more than 
just a reptile, and the timing was 
more than just coincidence. They 
were symbols of the spiritual battle 
that this small group of believers face 
every day. The darkness that envel-
ops the people and area surround-
ing Keri is unbelievably strong, but 
slowly the light is starting to break 
through.

“The enemy doesn’t want them to 
come to him. He doesn’t,” said Lloyd 
Chinn, who served among the Akyo-
de before becoming an International 
Ministry Director. “This was just a 
visual manifestation of the war that 
we’re in with these people.”

After traveling for an hour by mo-
torcycle through the bottom of the 
valley, the road ends and the foot-
path begins. Another hour goes 
by, hiking up a steep and slippery 
route that is cut through the suffo-

H o w  W o r l d V e n t u r e 

m i s s i o n a r i e s  a r e 

r e a c h i n g  o n e  o f 

t h e  m o s t  p o w e r f u l 

u n r e a c h e d  p e o p l e 

g r o u p s  i n  G h a n a .
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cating jungle landscape. Then with-
out warning, at the top of a rocky 
stairway, the village of Shiare comes 
into view. Despite having electric-
ity (something that puts it ahead of 
significant portions of rural Africa) 
walking through Shiare is like step-
ping back in time. A palpable dark-
ness also hovers over the village, and 
one must be careful not to trip over 
small altars stained purple from ani-
mal sacrifice. In front of many of the 
houses, chickens have a string tied to 
them in preparation for sacrifice.

This is where the Akyode people 
call home.

A (DARK) CITY UPON A HILL

The Akyode people (pronounced 
Ah-Cho-Day) reside in the mideast 

section of Ghana, bordering Togo. 
With a population of 14,000, this 
people group speaks Gikyode as its 
main language. They are farmers 
primarily—spending their days cul-
tivating yam and cassava, as well as 
plantain, bananas, and pineapples in 
the mountain regions. Mostly an am-
icable group of families and commu-
nities, sometimes they become hos-
tile to outsiders—at least, until they 
prove trustworthy.

The Akyode are also one of the 
strongest Animist people groups 
in West Africa, with 93 percent 
of the population claiming to 
be adherents of their eth-
nic religion. Less than 
60 people in the entire 
population have ac-
cepted the gospel.

The spiritual practice of fetish 
priests involves mediating between 
the gods and the people. The priests 
perform their work secretly in a fe-
tish shrine—usually in a mud hut. 
They perform animal, liquor, and 
money sacrifices to these gods. 
Sometimes, worship rituals involve 
trokosi: virgin women given to the 
priests for an undesignated amount 
of time to pay for crimes committed 

by their families.
“The powers are real,” 

said Lloyd and 

17
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Jan Chinn. “They’ve got to cower to 
these gods.”

The Supreme God among the Akyo-
de is Brukum, whose seat of power 
is in Shiare. Political and spiritual 
rulers from all over West Africa trek 
up to Shiare so that Brukum can 
grant them the power they perceive 
he wields.

For Chris and Dana Holloway, 
WorldVenture missionaries in Gha-
na, getting to know the inhabitants 
of Shiare has been hard enough, let 
alone sharing the gospel with them. 
In addition, the introduction of tech-
nology (through electricity that came 
a few years ago) has deeply threat-

ened the worship of Bru-
kum, something the 

Akyode elders 
desire to up-

hold in Shiare. 
The introduc-

tion of western 
culture through 

TV, cell phones, 
and connection to 

the outside world 
has threatened the 

town. Because of this, 
the elders only allow 

uneducated people into 
the cult of Brukum. 
“The culture of the 

Akyode is uniquely tied to 
the worship of Brukum and 

this culture of idol worship,” 
said the Holloways. “When 

they say they don’t want their 
culture changed, they don’t 

just mean how they live; they’re 
deeply afraid that they’re going 

to lose the worship of Brukum.” 
(Continued on p. 21)

left: Lloyd Chinn sits with the 
council of elders in Shiare. 

right: A pregnant Akyode woman 
stands in front of her courtyard.
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y name is Pastor 

Samson Darko, from 

the Akyode tribe in east 

Ghana. The Akyode people 

are deeply rooted in cultish 

practices, and they are very 

hostile to the gospel of Christ. 

I became a Christian when a 

deadly sickness attacked me. 

During this sickness I asked 

myself, “Where is God?” I was 

taken to a witch doctor in the 

hopes that certain rituals could 

cure me, but I soon realized 

that God was not in these 

ritualistic practices. It was after 

this experience that I made up 

my mind to follow Jesus all the 

days of my life, and only then 

was I healed from my illness. 

However, believing in Jesus 

was a hard decision in light of 

my people, but I vowed never 

to go back to the false religions. 

After this, I worked with 

Restoration Christian Church 

and attended a Bible college. 

I’ve since been working as 

a pastor among my Akyode 

people for the past 14 years. 

Life hasn’t been easy, because 

I am the only pastor among all 

the Akyodes. My people need 

the gospel, so I would be happy 

if more missionaries would 

come and preach to them. 

I actually need people to 

come so that we can 

work together and 

win souls for 

Jesus Christ.

19
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the duration of the Ivorian civil war. 
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Sampson is one of the only Akyode people who has decided 
to follow Christ, and Shiare is his home village. However, the 
elders of Shiare forbid him from planting a church there, so 

he planted one in the next closest village, Keri.
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y name is Naomi. My 

mother and father died 

very early and I became an 

orphan, so I was raised by many 

people and was mistreated. 

When I was older, I got married, 

but unfortunately, my husband 

wasn’t hard working, so I 

became responsible for the 

duties of both mother and father 

and I had a bad marriage. I 

gave birth to 13 children, but 

eight died. As a result, I heard 

the word of God and made up 

my mind that for orphans like 

me, who go through difficult 

times, the message was for 

us. When I heard the word of 

God, I told one of my sons that I 

wanted to give my life to Christ, 

but he warned me that my 

people would persecute me. So 

I asked him, “Are people caring 

for me now? How much more 

difficult would it be? Even 

if my people persecute me 

to death, once I give my life 

to Christ, I prefer that. I will 

surrender to Him, and if I die, 

I die.”

As I accepted Christ, I 

realized that I had something 

great. More than any other 

thing, God created me. As I 

accepted Christ, I was severely 

lashed by my colleagues in the 

Okoko snake cult. After this, I 

went into the bush alone and 

was caught in an antelope trap. 

I had forgotten about God, and 

then it occurred to me: “Why 

was I caught in this trap? Am 

I going to die here alone?” So 

I bowed my head and heard 

a voice: “Have you forgotten 

me?” I looked around and there 

was no one there. So I cried 

out, “My Father, my Father, you 

created me. I look up to you 

and ask that you would help 

me now.” As I started praying, 

the trap began to loosen until I 

could remove my leg from the 

trap. As I removed my leg the 

trap went back to normal!

Everyone should remember 

that if you serve God, God will 

not put you to shame. Even in 

sickness God will heal you.

M
N a o m i

HOW WORLDVENTURE IS 
HELPING

Despite the often-cold reception 
WorldVenture missionaries and their 
teams receive in Shiare, the Chinns 
and the Holloways have built a foun-
dation of relationships over the many 
years they have journeyed to Shiare 
and other Akyode villages. Thanks 

to a cohort of Wycliffe missionaries 
who recently moved out of Shiare, 
the Akyode have most of the Bible 
in their own language; now it’s just 
a matter of getting them to read it. In 
2009, the Akyode elders allowed the 
Holloways to share “The Jesus Film” 
in Shiare, but nothing came out of it. 
However, that hasn’t stopped Chris-
tians from visiting Shiare on a reg-
ular basis, continuing to share “The 

Jesus Film” and building relation-
ships with the Akyode people. 

The Holloways are finding other 
ways to show the people they care, 
too. After being asked what their vil-
lage’s greatest needs were, the chief 
and elders came together and said a 
community health clinic, improve-
ments to the road leading to town, 
and better public toilets. With these 
requests in mind, WorldVenture is 
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In a community meeting, the 
Akyode expressed their need for a 

health professional, better roads, 
and public toilets.
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In an effort to preserve the cult of Brukum, Akyode children are 
not permitted to go to school, or learn how to read and write.
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now working to put together 
focused short-term teams for 
2016, in order to visit Shiare 
and begin helping with these ex-
pressed needs.

The Holloways also sensed the 
need to start discipling the peo-
ple of Shiare, in addition to show-
ing “The Jesus film.” Two believ-
ers, Sampson and Augustine, who 
both grew up in Shiare, now jour-
ney up the mountain every Thurs-
day to share knowledge of the Bi-
ble and Jesus with the Akyode.

One of the biggest obstacles the 
Holloways have to overcome in 
bringing the gospel is the racial 
barriers that exist between them 
and the Akyode. One example: a 

man in another Akyode village asked 
Chris to meet with him to talk about 
Jesus and learn about the Bible. As 
they were going through the histo-
ry of the Bible, Chris explained how 
both of them were equal in the eyes 
of God.

The man interrupted him, saying, 
“Wait, we’re equal?”

“Yes, we’re equally sinful,” Chris re-
plied.

The man’s eyes grew wide as the 
truth hit him. “All my life I’ve been 
told that the white man is closer to 
God, and now you’re telling me we’re 
on the same level.”

Chris thinks the colonialism of 
Ghana by the British instilled in the 
Akyode a deeply held assumption 

“All my life I’ve been told 
that the white man is 

closer to God, and now 
you’re telling me we’re on 

the same level.”

2424
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that they are inferior 
to white people. Chris 
and Dana, in their passion 
for sharing Christ with these 
people, are getting one step closer 
when they share the Biblical truth 
of equality with these people.

This past fall, a small group of 
WorldVenture workers, including 
Lloyd Chinn, trekked up the valley 
to visit Shiare. Drenched from the 
heat and humidity, they sat with 
the council of elders in the middle 
of the village to share in the mourn-
ing of the death of the village chief 
one month prior. Lloyd had spent 15 
years building a relationship with 
this man. Wandering past the huts 
that only fetish priests can enter, 
they made their way to the home of 
the chief’s widow.

Lloyd entered and sat with her 
for a moment, and offered his con-
dolences through silence, as is the 
custom. When he emerged, tears 
were streaming from his eyes, as he 
knew the man had died without ever 
knowing Christ. He stood silently for 
a while before speaking softly to the 
assembled group. “You know, eterni-
ty is not something to take lightly.”

WORLDVENTURE.COM
/unreached-akyode-ghana

    WRITTEN BY KATE TRACY

G o
We need people to assist in reaching the Akyode 
people ASAP. ESL teachers, nurses, doctors, 
translators, linguists, and those with a passion for 
making disciples are all needed. Could you see 

yourself working among the Akyode?

P r a y
Pray that five families will join WorldVenture and go 
spread the gospel to the Akyode people. Pray that 
the people in and around Shiare would grow in their 
desire to find the truth that will set them free from 

Animism. 

G i v e
If you feel called to give financially, please contact 
WorldVenture. Resources are needed to improve the 
road from Nkwanta to Shiare, and to construct new 
public toilets in central locations around the village.

THE AKYODE OF GHANA
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Mr. Tetteh grew up in Shaire and is now one of the chief elders who 
makes decisions and handles sacrifices to Brukum.
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E a c h  fa ir  t r a d e  p r o d u c t  f r o m I m a n i Xc h a n ge  i n  K e n ya re p re s e n t s  a  p e r s o n a n d  a  s t o ry. 

by Angel velasco

nside each ImaniX-
change bag is the name 
of the Kenyan woman 
who carefully mea-
sured, cut, and sewed 
the local kitenge fab-

ric—each name representing not 
only the maker, but also a life and 
a story. The makers are single, wid-
owed, disadvantaged, and disabled 
women who have persevered despite 
the poverty that runs rampant in 
their country. Their stories are be-
coming known across the world, and 
it all began with a 20-year-old and 
her dusty sewing machine.

Jenny Nuccio first stepped foot on 
Kenyan soil in 2009, not to serve, but 
to figure out her life as a recent high 
school graduate. “When I first came 
to Kenya, I was 18 and I was still try-
ing to find myself,” she said. “I was in 
a really hard place. I asked the Lord, 
‘Show me what I’m missing, because 
my life is really selfish right now.’”

Jenny started out by serving other 

missionaries and finding sponsors 
for the Kenyan children, but start-
ed perceiving the great needs of the 
children’s mothers. “What I noticed 
was that the kids being sent home 
were coming from homes with sin-
gle or widowed mothers,” she said. 
“They lived so far out in the village 
that they had no job opportunities. 
The cycle of poverty was not being 
broken.”

She knew God was leading her to 
help these women, but she did not 

know where to start. She soon real-
ized God was revealing how sewing 
and tailoring could give these wom-
en opportunity.

“It’s funny how the Lord places you 
in really unique places,” Jenny said. 
“I have my master’s in leadership and 
at the time, I had no idea what I was 
going to do with that. The last time 
I had sewn was with my grandma 
when I was 8 years old. My sewing 
machine had collected dust.”

That’s when Jenny began sitting in 
front of her sewing ma-
chine every day, teaching 
herself patterns. “I never 
thought I’d be doing this, 
but it’s cool to see how the 
Lord puts you in these 
funny situations that you 
are not equipped for,” she 
said. “At times I wanted 
to give up. But the Lord 
[keeps saying] ‘No, I’ve 
given you this talent. You 
can do this.’”

“The last time I had 
sewn was with my 

grandma when I 
was 8 years old. 

My sewing machine 
had collected dust.”

FEATURES
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MORE THAN A SEWING CLASS

ImaniXchange (IXC) is a women’s 
empowerment program in Mtepeni 
that provides job opportunities to 
single, widowed, disadvantaged and 
disabled women with the hope of 
helping the women and their families 
develop a better future and defeat the 
cycle of poverty. Recently featured in 
The Huffington Post, IXC currently 
employs 21 women with sewing and 
tailoring skills, as 
well as offering fi-
nancial planning, 
first-aid, English, 
and other classes.

The developmen-
tal stages of the 
program required 
Jenny to build up 
trust with the Ken-
yan women. Jenny 
started with 40 
women interested 
in the idea of the 
program and invit-
ed them to form friendships with her 
and other missionaries. By May 2013, 
the program was officially launched, 
and 16 women were enrolled. The 
women spent many years getting to 
know her and when the program fi-
nally launched, it was a reassurance 
of hope for them.

“When I stepped foot in the village, 
I remember one of the women saw 
me; she lit up and ran to me,” Jen-
ny said. “It was like she knew some-
thing cool was going to happen, even 
though I had no idea what was in 
store.”

Jenny said it has been amazing to 

see the growth of the women in the 
program. “The original 16 wom-
en that started out in the program 
had no education at all,” she said. 
“When they were first learning their 
patterns, they worked slower than 
expected, and then I realized they 
didn’t know their numbers. Because 
of that, a lot of them felt they weren’t 
worthy enough. We want them to 
know they are worthy enough and 
loved by Christ. It has been amaz-
ing to see them measuring, cutting, 

and making something and seeing 
them smile— seeing them so proud 
of themselves.”

   Many of the women have come 
to know Christ. “About half of my 
women were not following Christ 
before I met them and have accept-
ed Christ within the program,” Jen-
ny said. “The coolest part is not only 
seeing those come to Christ but those 
who already had a relationship grow 
and flourish. All of my women have 
grown in their confidence in Christ 

ImaniXchange, led by WorldVenture 
missionary Jenny Nuccio, employs 21 

women and teaches them sewing and 
tailoring skills.
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and share the gospel daily with 
friends.”

The program has given the women 
the opportunity to do things others 
may take for granted. “I had a con-
versation with a woman who has 
seven kids,” Jenny said. “She told me 
she saved up enough money from her 
paychecks to buy a mattress for her 
kids to share. She was able to supply 
something so little, but it was so big 
to them.”

At IXC, the women start their day 
with prayer and devotions before be-
ginning their work. English courses 
have allowed women, many who are 
in their 30s, to write their names on 
a piece of paper and read scripture 
for the first time. “When I sit in the 
back and listen to them read scrip-
ture, pray and sing songs, I can feel 

Christ glowing in the workshop,” 
Jenny said.

Jenny said she decided to live be-
side the women in the village, where 
she learned no matter where some-
one comes from, everyone has the 
same basic needs. “I wanted them 
to know I was no better than them; I 
could live on their level. They are not 
just women in the program. They are 
my sisters and my family.”

CONTINUED GROWTH

Even with the program’s joyful mo-
ments, Jenny has also faced many 
challenges. “There are always needs 
and you have to have tough love 
sometimes,” Jenny said. “As much as 
they are my sisters and family, I’m 
also their boss. Within the program, 
there are constant medical needs and 

home needs. It can be 
hard and overwhelm-
ing and exhausting. 
I really have to be 
prayerful in my deci-
sions of when I should 
and shouldn’t give.”

    “When I sit in the 
back and listen to 
them read scripture, 

29

Beyond 
learning how 

to sew in their 
classroom (right), 
Kenyan women in 
IXC learn financial 
planning, English, 

and other valuable 
life skills.
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pray and sing songs, I can feel Christ 
glowing in the workshop.”

Jenny said she strives for the pro-
gram to always show the women 
they can do things independently be-
cause they are capable and worthy, 
trusting in God to provide for them. 
“When you just focus on what you ar-
en’t able to give to and let that break 
you down, you won’t make it. We are 
human and we don’t have the capaci-
ty to do everything and we have to be 
reminded of that.”

IXC continues to grow, and the or-
ganization recently started a new 
location. “The first woman I hired 
for the new location was crying on 
the side of the street when my friend 
found her,” Jenny said. “She was say-
ing she really wanted to work but 
couldn’t find a job. So many wid-

owed women here choose to beg on 
the streets, but instead of letting her 
disabilities define her she wanted to 
work.”

The organization will also be 
launching a jewelry line in March 
2016. By August 2016, IXC hopes to 
run the program through product 
profit alone, rather than the 50 per-
cent they currently receive through 

donations. Jenny said 
IXC has been making 
a bigger push to in-
crease product profit, 
and since August, IXC 
sends approximately 
250 products per month 
to America, and about 
100 are sold, totaling an 
average of $1,500 per 
month. Jenny said she 
wants to get to the point 
where IXC ships the in-
ventory and 90 percent 
of it is being turned over 
within the month.

Profit is what keeps 
an organization going, 
but Jenny said it is nev-
er the focus of the pro-
gram. “We care about 
our women holistically,” 
she said. “IXC focuses 
on not how many prod-
ucts we make per month 
per say. We are solely 
focused on the woman 
and her wellbeing.”

IXC not only pours into the lives 
of the women in the program, but 
also into the local economy of their 
country. “Everything that goes into 
the bag is bought at local vendors in 
Mombasa,” Jenny said. “Does this 
make consistency harder? Absolute-
ly. But my relationships with these 
shops are rich and we get to share 
Christ in that way.”

Jenny said there are so many beau-
tiful products out there, whether 
they are fair trade or not, but with 
fair trade the customer is able to take 
the product and know exactly where 
its profit is going. “If you look in the 
inside of our bags all of the wom-
en sign them,” she said. “That’s the 
beauty of it. There is always a sto-
ry behind every product; it’s giving 
back 100 percent to the program and 
person.

WorldVenture is often involved 
in creating fair trade opportunities 
around the world, including selling 
specialty coffee from Costa Rica. 
WorldVenture is also focused in 
breaking the cycle of poverty in East 
Africa, as seen through the efforts 
of Lumi, a business providing solar 
energy in Uganda, as well as Rick-
shaw’s, a tourism business provid-
ing jobs to the local Makua people in 
Mozambique.

WORLDVENTURE.COM
 /fair-trade-kenya

“When they were first learning their 
patterns, they worked slower than 
expected, and then I realized they didn’t 
know their numbers. Because of that, 
a lot of them felt they weren’t worthy 
enough. We want them to know they 
are worthy enough and loved by Christ.”
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our lifetime, the population of our 
planet will double. 

If you were lucky enough to be alive 
in 1974, then you saw the earth popu-
lation reach 4 billion. If you are lucky 
enough to be alive in 2029, then you 
will likely see the earth reach 8 bil-
lion people. That’s insane.

I don’t know about you, but this 
makes me stop and think. Sure, I 
wonder about things like food short-
ages, global warming, and sustain-
ability, but mostly I wonder about the 
message of Jesus. I wonder about the 
kingdom of God growing to cover the 
earth. I wonder, “How will they hear 
about Him?”

Want to play a game? 

Visit a world population clock site 
that a live projection of the growth 
of the planet in real time. I dare you 
to try to pray for each number before 
it passes. Imagine each number is a 
new soul—because it is. You might be 
the first one to pray for them. But you 
have to be quick. Crazy quick.

Actually, if you are an average read-
er, by the time you read this sentence, 
130 new babies have been born. And 
statistically speaking, they have just 
opened their eyes to a new place with 
light and air and families … but not 
the knowledge of Jesus. Not in that 
room or the next one. Not within even 
a mile in any direction, or two or 20 
miles. Or, for some, not even in their 
birth city or in the one next to it. 

And by the time you read this sen-
tence, 50 more babies have joined 
them.

How will they know? How will we 
faithfully help them know?  

RAISING UP A GENERATION OF 
DIGITAL MISSIONARIES

At WorldVenture, we think one part 
of the answer is by mobilizing the 
digitally talented. The only thing ex-
panding as fast as the population is 
the reach of global communications.

We need to add to the missionary 
community people who understand 
digital strategies, mobile strategies, 
development, and coding en masse. 
We need people who can both lever-
age digital communication strategies 
and innovate new media for outreach.

As part of this vision, WorldVen-
ture co-hosted the first Code for the 
Kingdom hackathon in Colorado. In 
partnership with Leadership Net-
work, Code for the Kingdom, Opera-
tion Mobilization (OM), Faith Comes 
by Hearing, Lumi, Indigitous, Gloo, 

IN
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THE RISE 
OF THE 
DIGITALLY 
TALENTED

What we realized 
from hosting the 
Rocky Mountain 

Hackathon. 

by Chris Wynn
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and Church Community Builder, we 
mobilized 45 coders, developers, and 
technologists to donate their week-
end and create tech for the purpose 
of spreading the gospel. Eight teams 
formed and produced six projects.

For many of these techies, it was the 
first time they took their digital skills 
and used them in a missional way. 

“It was the first time I have used my 
skills for Christ,” said Howard Pflugh, 
a mid-career software developer. 

Most developers and coders in 
churches get assigned to running 
PowerPoint or the sound board for 
the sermon. And while this service 
does involve a computer, it actual-
ly has nothing to do with their real 

skills and passions. 
Their real talents are 
hidden behind words like 
Python, Java, LAMP, Ruby on Rails, 
Node.js, C#, C++, and others. These 
are the words that live under the sur-
face of the mobile phones we carry in 
our pockets and the software we use 
on our computers.

For most of us, we will live a hap-
py life never knowing what any of 
those words mean. But the fact that 
the most sophisticated global com-
munication architecture in history is 
being constructed on these words is 
something we can’t ignore, just like 
we can’t ignore a planet population 
doubling under our feet.

We need these technologists on our 
side, laboring and bringing the gos-
pel to an impossibly massive world! 

So we challenged them to come 
join us for a weekend hackathon, as 
a start. 
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 Coders, developers, 
and designers gather 
at Colorado Christian 

University for the 
Rocky Mountain 

Hackathon.

Imagine if every evangelistic effort 
recruited a digital strategist as a key 
team member, or every church planting 
team recruited a digital strategist as 
a key team member on par with a 
worship leader and a preacher.
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WHY THE HACKATHON 
MATTERED

The term “hackathon” might sound 
new, but hackathons, technology sprints, 
code camps, and hackfests have been a 
consistent element in the technology sec-
tor for years. Groups like Google will host 
enormous hackathons and put up million 
dollar awards for a team that can inno-
vate a new product or a new application 
based on Google’s current products. And 
it works. They come in hoards.

“I’ve been to a couple different hack-
athons and one of the biggest things I’ve 
been looking for, and felt that every other 
Hackathon was lacking, was the Kingdom 
purpose,” said Josh Krueger, who spent 
the weekend with the OM team working 
on a battery-powered WiFi broadcaster 
that could supply an offline rural school 
with digital resources, or be used to dis-
tribute gospel content to mobile phones 
in hostile locations without the internet.

For WorldVenture, a hackathon makes 
sense. Our passion is mobilizing and 
sending great people around the world 
to spread the gospel. A hackathon is ba-
sically a local weekend mission trip with 
a global focus.  

The elements of a hackathon are simple:

1. Find a place with good internet and 
openness that allows people to stay up 
all day and night for 48 hours. 
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THE "LIFELINE" APP. 
This app was designed for a user driven community that reported on 
the the threat areas of a city informing people where they should use 
caution because of previous reported patterns of threatening behavior.  

THE "NEIGHBORLY" APP.
This app was completed as a fully functioning needs sharing app where 
one community member could post a need and another community 
member could respond to that need, and it was build with full integration 
to the Church Community Builder platform. 

“OUTSIDE THE LIBRARY BOX”
This was a hardware enhancement project of a small wifi content delivery 
device developed to deliver over wifi/bluetooth in offline and non-in-
ternet access locations. The team enhanced the UI to give it a stronger 
application in the field. One box was actually deployed to Guatemala 
during the hackathon.  

THE BIBLE TRANSLATION ASSISTANT WEB INTERFACE
The Bible translator assistant was an established software project that 
did not have a functioning graphic web interface, which the team was 
able to generate over the hackathon. 

THE GLOBAL CHE NETWORK API CREATION
The team created an API interface to the Community Health Evangelism 
network database, which is a database of the 11,000+ volunteers and 
2,000+ trainers, who work with the rural poor in 100 countries. This 
API is the first step to developing disruption tolerant field apps for the 
network.  

THE “LOCAL EVANGELISM NETWORK” STRATEGY PROJECT 
The local evangelism network project researched and developed the 
conceptual groundwork for a digital strategy for the front range in 
Colorado. This was a first step in launching a chapter partnership with 
Jesus.net.  

THE PRAYER WALK APP. 
The prayer walk app created conceptual prototype of an app that would 
facilitate prayer walking in neighborhoods by faith communities. 

FINAL PROJECTS
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2. Find challenges facing the 
movement of the gospel or jus-
tice for the poor, along with 
champions to pitch the challenge.  

3. Promote the socks off the 
event. Call for developers, coders, 
and technologists to climb out 
from behind the Sunday Power-
Points and do something about 
real problems facing the world. 

Code for the Kingdom recently 
pulled off its first global Christian 
hackathon, with more than 800 tech-
nologists gathered in eight countries 
to work on more than 120 apps. Ur-
bana 2015 had the same idea. With 
16,000 young adults in attendance, 
they hosted a mini-hackathon (nine 
hours) and had 190 students develop 
apps and tech solutions. 

Are we watching an awakening? A 
movement? I hope so.

The dream—given the great need 
for the expansion of the gospel to all 
people—is that this awakening of the 
digitally talented would continue. 
That digitally talented people would 
recognize their essential role in the 
Great Commission. That missions 
teams would not consider themselves 
complete without having at least one 
member hold the role of a digital 
strategist. 

Imagine if every evangelistic effort 
recruited a digital strategist as a key 
team member, or every church plant-
ing team recruited a digital strategist 
as a key team member on par with a 
worship leader and a preacher. 

One last observation from our re-
cent hackathon—it was nearly all 
men. To some, identifying the ab-
sence of women would be an obvious 
negative. And to be sure, we wish we 

had more women engaged in this. But 
considering the fact that missions is 
dominated by women per capita (as 
are churches, and that mobilizing 
men to missions is a huge challenge 
for missions recruiters, we had near-
ly all men! This is a little exciting. We 
put out the challenge to come, to take 
on a global challenge, to code all day 
and all night, to sleep on the floor if 
needed, to drink lots of coffee and 
Red Bull, and sorry, but by the way, 
no showers provided. And they still 
came. And they loved it.

Any missions mobilizer should be 
sitting up and taking notice. Espe-
cially, when we have added roughly 
1,650 new lives to the world since you 
started reading this article. 

WORLDVENTURE.COM
 /hackathon-tech-mobilizatio
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Chris Armas,  Founder and Director for Code for the Kingdom, presents at the Rocky 

Mountain Hackathon. 
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rom Cote d’Ivoire 
to Hungary, the 
Ragsdales devot-
ed their ministry 
to training mis-
sionary kids at 
boarding schools.

The next time 
WorldVenture appointees 
are in a quandary about 
where to serve God 
overseas, they should 

probably ask a janitor. That’s what 
Russ and Ruth Ragsdale did at 
WorldVenture’s Wheaton office in 
1963. As they sat together praying 
in the office’s lobby, riddled with 
indecision about the country where 
God wanted them to live, a janitor 
walked by. They explained how they 
were torn between Cote d’Ivoire and 
Borneo. Then the janitor said matter-
of-factly, “Well, if you can see a need 
and you know you can fill it, maybe 
that’s what God would have you do.”

It was a no-brainer after that, said 
Russ. Because he and Ruth were 
both teachers, they knew they could 
fulfill roles at the Ivorian Christian 
Academy (ICA), a missionary school 
in Cote d’Ivoire. The Ragsdales were 

never particularly interested in going 
somewhere in Africa, but they real-
ized they were the best fits for teach-
ing missionary kids. Plus, they grew 
to love the culture of Cote d’Ivoire.

“There’s a beauty to Africa that 
grows on you,” Russ said.

Missionary schools, while a major 
financial investment, are vital for 
the growth of the gospel in differ-
ent areas, and ICA was no different. 
“The purpose of the school was not 
to become an institution that existed 
for its own sake, but to establish the 
church in West Africa,” said Russ.

Russ eventually became one of the 
leaders of the school, and he held 
great influence with students. But it 
wasn’t all easy, either. One student 
from ICA particularly gravitated to 
the Ragsdales, cooking for them and 
serving them in other areas. Years 
later, she wrote to them about how 
bitter she was about being sent away 
to the boarding school. “I always 
kept that letter handy to remind me 
that not everyone was as happy as 
they seemed,” he said.

After 27 years of serving ICA, the 
Ragsdales sensed it was time to 
move on, as it would not have been 

wise to stay there until retirement. 
What came next was surprising and 
rewarding: they decided to open a 
school in Budapest, Hungary, a cul-
ture nearly opposite of what they 
knew in Cote d’Ivoire. The Inter-
national School of Budapest is the 
largest English-Hungarian bilingual 
international school in Hungary and 
just celebrated its 20th year. 

Russ sees great advantages to the 
boarding school model for mission-
ary education. “In terms of the mis-
sion, it allows the missionaries to 
stay on the field through their most 
productive years,” he said. For the 
missionary children, they have the 
advantage of getting an excellent ed-
ucation from a Christian worldview, 
as well as the experience of growing 
up in a different culture.

“I think the hardest thing in the 
missionary life is separation,” said 
Russ. “The hardest thing is saying 
goodbye.”

ALUMNI

F

WORLDVENTURE.COM
 /alumni-mk-education

    WRITTEN BY KATE TRACY

From Cote d’Ivoire to Hungary, the Ragsdales devoted their 
ministry to training missionary kids at boarding schools.
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Betsy and Micah DeKorne along with their two children, departed 
for Uganda in December. They work with refugee women as well as 
running their humanitarian media company, Designed4.

BETSY AND MICAH DEKORNE 

UGANDA

Elizabeth and Matt Van Wart, along with their four children, 
departed for Uganda in November. They are serving Ugandans 
through community health ministry.

ELIZABETH AND MATT VAN WART

UGANDA

N E W  D E P A R T U R E S

31 APPOINTEES LEFT FOR OVERSEAS MINISTRIES IN 2015.

Krystal and Nick Pirolo along with their two daughters, departed for 
Rwanda in January. They will be joining New Creation Ministries, as 
well as exploring opportunities for medical work.

KRYSTAL AND NICK PIROLO

RWANDA

*some photos omitted for security reasons



INSIDE WORLDVENTURE 38

R W A N D A
U G A N D A
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w w w . w o r l d v e n t u r e . c o m

WHO IS WORLDVENTURE?
WHO WE ARE : WorldVenture is a Christian missionary sending 

agency. We train, send, and support Christ-followers to work 

internationally for the purpose of making disciples, catalyzing 

movements of the gospel, and building the global church. 

WHAT WE DO : We work in more than 65 countries utilizing the 

arts, media, business, education, family and medicine, church 

outreach, science and agriculture, and government to speak 

among the unreached, unchurched, and unwanted peoples of the 

world the simple, life-giving message of Jesus. 

OUR MISSION : To see people of all nations transformed by Jesus 

Christ in partnership with His church. 
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@ w o r l d v e n t u r e

v i m e o . c o m / w o r l d v e n t u r e
f a c e b o o k . c o m / w o r l d v e n t u r e

@ w o r l d v e n t u r e

If you feel the call from God on your life to fulfill the Great 

Commission internationally, we are so thankful you’re 

considering us. The next step is to fill out our online GO form, 

and one of our coaches will connect with you soon.  

You can also follow us on social media to stay connected. 

w w w . w o r l d v e n t u r e . c o m / g o

HOW TO GET INVOLVED
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info@worldventure.com | 720.283.2000
1501 W. Mineral Ave. Littleton, CO 80120


