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t’s been a difficult past few 
months at WorldVenture. In 
light of the loss of one of our 
missionary appointee fam-
ilies in a devastating high-
way accident, I have been 
reflecting on the difficulties 
of engaging in God’s work in 
the world, and the terrible 
risk WorldVenture workers 
face when they seek to make 
Christ known. Jamison, 

Kathryne, Ezra, Violet, and Calvin 
Pals were on their way to make dis-
ciples in Japan, a country my wife 
and I oversee as WorldVenture’s 
International Ministry Directors 
of Asia. 

Prompted by John Piper’s moving 
prayer at the Pals' memorial ser-
vice, I have recently been reading 
Piper’s moving biographical sketch 
of Adoniram Judson in “Filling up 
the Afflictions of Christ.” This has 
been especially meaningful to me, 
since Judson was the first Protes-
tant American missionary and pi-
oneered work in Myanmar, one of 
our Asian target countries.

 In our work, difficulties and 
struggles stymie us, but also deepen 
us. This was true of the Pals, and it 
was also certainly true of Judson. 
During his life in Myanmar, he lost 
two wives and seven children, not 
to mention struggling himself to 
stay alive in prison under terrible 
conditions.

 During one incident, a Buddhist 
teacher discussed with Judson 
about who Jesus was. The teacher 
said that he could not believe that 
Christ suffered death on a cross be-
cause “no king allows his son such 
indignity.” Judson’s response was:

“You are not a disciple of Christ. A 
true disciple inquires not whether a 
fact is agreeable to his own reason, 
but whether it is in the book. His 
pride has yielded to the divine tes-
timony. Teacher, your pride is still 
unbroken. Break down your pride, 
and yield to the word of God.”

Difficult circumstances will come 
our way, as they have with the 
deaths of one of our dear mission-
ary families, but we have confidence 
in a greater source and a greater 

purpose than ourselves. What sus-
tained Adoniram Judson?

He counted on experiencing the 
grace of God. He had learned his 
own limitations. He said, “That 
faith which consists merely in a 
correct belief of the doctrines of 
grace and prompts no self-denial . 
. . is no faith at all.” 

He had a sense of destiny & pur-
pose in his work. He was committed 
to translating the Bible and to sat-
urating Myanmar with the gospel.

There was a desire to finish well. 
Many were to follow after him and 
he wanted to prepare the way.

All of this led Judson to a stronger 
commitment.

God blessed Judson’s work. His 
translation of the Bible is still the 
standard for Burmese Bible trans-
lations today, and even non-Chris-
tians admire it. And through his be-
ginnings the fruit today is millions 
of Christians, but the work goes on. 

 

Frank and his wife, Rosa, 
are the International Ministry 

Directors for Asia.

I
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MISSIONARIES IN THE 
PHILIPPINE DRUG CONFLICT

Philippines is in the 
midst of a brutal 
war on drugs sanc-
tioned by President 

Rodrigo Duterte and has seen almost 
3,000 killings in a matter of weeks at 
the hands of law enforcement, vigilante 
groups and civilians. The crackdown 
is impacting WorldVenture mission-
aries by involving them in drug reha-
bilitation programs, creating security 
threats, and increasing ministry op-
portunities among victims of human 
trafficking.

“There is some justification for the 
outcry in the international media re-
garding human rights violations, but 
[Duterte] is trying to be a voice for the 
thousands who are being killed and 
victimized at the hands of these drug 
lords and is standing up for their hu-
man rights,” said WorldVenture mis-
sionary Chris Ralston. 

Still, God continues to provide new 
opportunities for the message of Christ 
to spread and for local Christians to be 
encouraged by WorldVenture workers.

 Along with the impact of the drug 

conflict comes a unique opportunity for 
Brent and Chris Ralston to work closely 
with the International Justice Mission 
and the Philippines' government. The 
mayor of Mandaue City asked Chris 
to personally attend a seminar with 
many government agencies on how to 
tackle the problem of rehabilitating 
more than 2,000 former drug users.

 “Our church will be involved in help-
ing to rehabilitate some of these drug 
users and pushers who have surren-
dered,” Brent said. “At this point, we 
don’t know exactly what that will look 

HOW THE FILIPINO CHURCH IS REHABILITATING 
DRUG USERS AND PROTECTING HUMAN 
TRAFFICKING SURVIVORS  

THE

BY KATRINA DELAMARTER
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like, beyond determining how high of 
a risk an individual is.”

 All those determined “moderate” 
cases will be handled by 
the churches, making this 
“a tremendous opportunity 
for us to have a significant 
impact on our immediate 
society,” Brent said. 

 The Ralsons anticipate 
many Filipino pastors and 
churches will eventually be 
involved in this work.

 Regarding security, a 
bomb exploded Sept. 2 
on the island of Mindan-
ao, where WorldVenture 
worker Sandy Eckelberry 

lives. The attack, carried out  killed 14 
people and injured 68. The attack was 
done by Abu Sayaf, a radical jihadist 

group, in possible retaliation against 
the Filipino government’s crackdown 
on extremist groups.  

 “This has created a little 
bit of fear and uncertainty 
among the common people 
that this type of thing will 
be happening more often,” 
Brent said.

 Chris, along with  
WorldVenture missionary 
Kenda Jerome, have 
also been ministering 
to women coming out of 
human trafficking. Many 
of these women leaving the 
trafficking industry were 
also involved in drugs and 

“Our church will be involved 
in helping to rehabilitate 

some of these drug users 
and pushers who have 

surrendered...At this point, 
we don’t know exactly what 

that will look like, beyond 
determining how high of a 

risk an individual is.”

5
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trying to support their families. Many 
of them have relatives who have been 
imprisoned or killed for drug-related 
crimes.

One woman in particular went to 
Manila looking for work. In the en-
suing period, Duterte took over as 
president and began his crackdown 
on drugs. The police came to her 
house in Mandaue, looking for her 
because she has been a drug user in 
the past, and her live-in partner was a 
drug pusher. The woman’s neighbors 
told her not to return to Mandaue, 
although she desperately wants to, 
because they are afraid she will be 
killed or imprisoned.

 Ramona Simons, a WorldVenture 

missionary for the past 43 years, has 
been working with Filipino youth. 

 “Each training we do is very youth 
focused,” she said. “We try to inter-
nalize and apply it as soon as pos-
sible.”

The group in Davao City, where 
the bombing occurred, is called 
“Go Team” and meets every Sunday 
for four hours. The group will have 
a prayer walk to the main Muslim 
mosques and schools in the city, while 
also sharing the gospel with Muslims 
in the community. 

• Pray that Filipino believers 
would be faithful and endure 
through difficulties.

• Pray that God would 
send more workers to the 
Philippines to help bring 
gospel influence to the 
country.

• Pray that God will strengthen 
and encourage men and 
women leaving the drug and 
sex trafficking industry to 
turn to find their joy and rest 
in Him.

• Pray for provision and peace 
for everyone living and 
working in the Philippines.

• Pray for a resolution to 
the drug war and political 
conflicts that have ensued.

• Pray that God would 
send more workers to the 
Philippines to help bring 
gospel influence to the 
country.

WAYS TO 
PRAY FOR THE 
PHILIPPINES

WORLDVENTURE.COM
 /philippines-prayer-spotlight

6



7

FORMER KENYAN 
PRESIDENT 'S GIFT SCORES 

GOAL WITH WORLDVENTURE

FORMER KENYAN 
PRESIDENT 'S GIFT SCORES 

GOAL WITH WORLDVENTURE

 MISSIONARIES ARE BUILDING A SOCCER FIELD 
FOR MOMBASA’S YOUTH DECADES AFTER 

KENYA'S PRESIDENT GAVE WORLDVENTURE LAND. 

B Y  E M I LY  R O T H

7
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gift made over 20 years ago has 
resurfaced for WorldVenture 
workers to bless Mombasa, 

Kenya, in a surprising way. 
The second president of 
Kenya gave WorldVenture 
the rights to a piece of land 

that has since remained undeveloped. Now plans 
are in progress to use the land for a full-size turf 
soccer field.

Most youth on the island of Mombasa, Kenya, 
play soccer on “fields” of dirt, gravel, and coral. 
They can’t afford to play on the green fields owned 
by private clubs and schools.

The street youth don’t have many options. Drug 
use is an increasing lure for youth who have noth-
ing better to do—or no one to show them differ-
ently. Soccer is one of the few healthy alternatives 
to a life of drug and alcohol addiction.

“It’s a big struggle in Mombasa,” said World-
Venture worker Sean Nuccio. “The community is 
always looking for ways to reach out to youth and 
to keep them engaged.”

Sean and Jenny Nuccio work to empower the 
street youth, called “barabara boys,” through a va-
riety of ways: drug and alcohol counseling, school 
sponsorships, employment assistance, housing 
and food, regular Bible studies, and partnership 
with a local church. They want to disciple and 
mentor youth to pursue lives transformed by 
Christ. 

For the past five years, Sean has found soccer 
effective for building relationships with local Ken-
yans and discipling youth. Sean now plays for 

multiple soccer teams and coaches youth teams 
in local leagues.

A major supporter of Sean’s sports ministry has 
been his high school friend Wally Ward, living in 
Alaska. One day, Wally asked if they would like 
to have a full-size turf field. He offered to lead a 
fundraising campaign if Sean found property large 
enough for the field. Within a city of 1.2 million 
people, the island does not have much land left 
to buy and build.

But neither Wally nor Sean knew WorldVenture 
had property ready to use.

In the late 1980s, WorldVenture began plans 
to build a church in Mombasa, but needed land. 
Kenya’s president at the time was Daniel arap Moi. 
His chaplain, Dr. Jones Kaleli, had met some of 
the WorldVenture missionaries to Kenya through 
Denver Seminary. With Dr. Kaleli’s recommenda-
tion, President Moi agreed to give a piece of public 
property to WorldVenture for building a church.

This was around 1992. At that time, another mis-
sion organization started construction near the 
property given to WorldVenture, but were stopped 
by local resistance. Because of high public tension, 
the WorldVenture missionaries decided to find 
another location to use. The property that was 

“The community is 
always looking for ways 

to reach out to youth and 
to keep them engaged.”
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meant for a church would instead lie 
empty for decades.

WorldVenture’s field leader in Kenya 
found that the property remains under 
WorldVenture’s ownership, according 
to the local land office. Located on the 
south end of the island, the property 
lies on a major road only a hundred 
yards from the Indian Ocean. It’s a 
popular gathering place for families on 
weekends. Despite its prime location, 
no one has tried to claim the undevel-
oped property in all the years since it 
was given to WorldVenture.

“The fact that we even have the land 
seems like God putting the pieces to-
gether,” Sean said.

Not that it doesn’t come with some 
challenges.

The project will cost an estimated 
$250,000 that will need to be fund-
raised. An architect needs to draw 
plans. The city council must approve 
the development proposal. But perhaps 
the greatest hurdle is public opinion.               

Sean expects some locals may reject 
any land development because a Chris-
tian ministry is associated with the 

project, however much a turf 
field might be welcome. Possi-
ble religious opposition could 
also be intensified due to the 
property’s high-traffic location.

“Each step has its own chal-
lenges and each step has to 

work out for the next one to start,” 
Sean said. “Now it’s the city council 
and the public’s approval. After that, 
it’s just making sure it’s built well and 
received well.”

Yet the Nuccios continue to feel confi-
dent they are working where God wants 
them. They hope to break ground for 
the soccer field later this year, includ-
ing lights so that youth can use the 
field even at night. Sean sees the field 
becoming a major gathering place for 
the community’s youth to play soccer, 
attend events, and receive gospel truth.

When building is finished, WorldVen-
ture’s property will be the only public 
turf field in Mombasa welcoming ev-
eryone in the community to play.

WORLDVENTURE.COM
 /kenya-soccer-ministry

“The fact that we even 
have the land seems 
like God putting the 
pieces together.”
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LEFT: WorldVenture missionary Sean Nuccio stands 
with Kenyan youth after a soccer match. RIGHT: 
Kenyan youth play soccer overlooking the Indian 
Ocean. BOTTOM RIGHT: Sean Nuccio celebrates after 
a match played with Kenyan youth. 
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385 KIDS ATTEND BIBLE 
LESSON AT MISSIONARIES’ 
HOME

It’s not every day that nearly 400 kids crowd around a 
WorldVenture missionary’s home to hear about Jesus. But 
that’s exactly what happened at the kickoff of the Muslim 
holiday Tabaski, when 385 children gathered at Laura and 
Thomas Requadt’s home in Fourou, Mali. While Muslims 
around the world observe the four-day holiday as the end 
of the Muslim pilgrimage to Mecca (the hajj)—and often 
sacrifice an animal in honor of Abraham’s willingness to 
sacrifice Isaac—these children learned about “the Lamb of 
God, who takes away the sin of the world.” “I had asked God 
to send the ones that he wanted to hear these Bible stories. 
He did,” said Laura.

REFORESTATION 
PROJECTS FEATURED AT 
RIO OLYMPICS

During the opening ceremony at the 2016 
Olympic Games in Rio, a unique cause shared 
the global stage with athletes from around the 
world. Video footage from Eden Projects, the 
reforestation nonprofit partnered with WorldVen-
ture missionaries Jamie and Alissa Shattenberg 
in Madagascar, was used in three pieces in the 
opening ceremony, which aimed to raise aware-
ness for climate control and reforestation. The 
Shattenbergs’ work in Madagascar has resulted 
in planting more than 115 million trees and the 
full-time employment of more than 300 local 
Malagasy workers.

OUTCOMES FROM 
THE ALL ASIA 
GATHERING AND MEGA 
CONFERENCE

 
WorldVenture missionaries gathered together 

in Chiang Mai, Thailand for the All Asia Gath-
ering in October, where they enjoyed a week of 
fellowship and refueling. Likewise, theological 
educators in Europe connected in Naples, Italy 
for “Missional Educators in a Globalized Age” 
(MEGA). The conference aimed to help educators 
in Europe refocus on life-changing impact of 
students throughout Europe, beyond theological 
knowledge.

11
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HACKERS TAKE OVER 
WORLDVENTURE

 
In conjunction with Code for the Kingdom’s global 

hackathon, 50 coders, developers, designers, and other 
technologists gathered at WorldVenture this October to 
create gospel-centered technology during the second an-
nual Rocky Mountain Hackathon. One of the apps from 
the weekend was InStep, an app to make following God as 
easy and simple as possible and rewards people for doing 
it consistently. Another was Relaverse, an app that delivers 
daily news paired with a Bible verse.

BAPTIST CHURCHES 
CELEBRATE 70 YEARS IN 
BRAZIL

 
This summer, Baptist churches in the states of Piaui 

and Maranhao in Brazil celebrated the 70th anni-
versary of WorldVenture’s presence in the country. 
Thanks in part to WorldVenture’s involvement in 
the region, the church association now boasts 182 
churches and 233 church plants. “This event is very 
significant, as we remember what God has done these 
70 years through the missionaries who served here 
and touched the lives of so many,” said WorldVen-
ture missionary Marilee Morden. “We look forward 
to the future and what He wants to continue doing 
through His church and our partnership with the 
church association.”



1313
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ow do you say ‘white as snow’ in a 
place where people have never seen 
snow?”

Linn Boese, WorldVenture mis-
sionary and Hebrew exegete living 
in Cote d’Ivoire, West Africa, posed 
this question to me as we chatted 

about the challenges of communicating the gospel to people 
in a completely different culture and in a language that’s not 
written.

That’s right, the Nyarafolo language, spoken by more than 
60,000 people in the country’s northern villages, was not 
written down until Linn started her literacy project.

For more than 20 years, Linn has been at the helm of a unique 
Bible translation project in the previously French-colonized 
Cote d’Ivoire, where she is leading efforts to preserve the 
Nyarafolo language—all in the hopes of bringing people to 
the gospel. Her efforts have caught the eyes of the National 
Ministry of Culture and of those scattered to other regions, 
as the Nyarafolo people discover that their language is writ-
ten down.

“It’s a very rich language,” said Linn. “In order to make 
[the Bible] meaningful or understandable, you often have to 
change the way things are phrased…but you also are keeping 
the naturalness of the language in the translation so that it 
will be acceptable and heard and understood.”

Looking back a few hundred years, it’s arguably the Bible 
translators—William Tyndale, Martin Luther, Erasmus, and 
others—who activated the explosive spiritual rebirth of the 
Reformation. Tyndale, who translated the New Testament into 
easy, monosyllabic English, had equal or more influence on 
the English language than William Shakespeare.

Erasmus once wrote:
“Christ wishes his mysteries to be published as widely as 

possible. I would wish even all women to read the gospel and 
the epistles of St. Paul, and I wish they were translated into 
all languages of all Christian people, that they might be read 
and known…I wish that the husbandman may sing parts of 
them at his plow, that the weaver may warble them at his 
shuttle, that the traveler may with their narratives beguile 
the weariness of the way.”

WORLDVENTURE 
MISSIONARIES 
ARE MOVING 
BEYOND 
SYNTAX 
TO IGNITE 
SPIRITUAL 
MOVEMENTS.  
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In many ways, WorldVenture’s Bible 
translators are following in the foot-
steps of Reformers who risked and gave 
their lives for syntax and grammar. 
Translators—perhaps more than most 
missionaries—are lovers of language. 
And language, going all the way back to 
the time of Babel, is inextricably linked 
to culture, so much so that those who 
strive to understand the complexities 
of language are striving ultimately to 
love people better.

MODERN REFORMERS

In Senegal, Diibril came to Christ 
through missionaries who 
came to his fishing village. 
He learned how to read 
Wolof, and began reading the 
Wolof New Testament, which 
WorldVenture missionary 
Marilyn Escher has been a 
part of translating since 1972. 
Diibril’s family rejected him, 
as he was the only Christian in 
a family following folk Islam. 
Now he lives in a Wolof farm 
village, doing development 
work in a community garden, 
sharing his faith as best he 
can—thanks to the Scriptures 
he can now understand.

Baboucarr* and his wife Kaddy* are 
from two different people groups in 
Senegal, so their common language is 
Wolof. They use the Wolof scriptures 
for reading their Bibles together as a 
family, which propels them into serv-
ing 29 street children with food, med-
icine, and clothing.

These are just two brief examples of 
the influence Marilyn has had on the 
lives of the Wolof people through the 
Wolof translation project. Although 
interested in translation from a young 
age, it wasn’t until after majoring in 
linguistics and meeting other mission-

aries that Marilyn decided to commit 
her life to it.

“I had a great peace in my heart; I 
have no regrets, to be so intensely in 
God’s word every day,” she said.

Among the Wolof people, where 
nearly 100 percent are Muslim, Mari-
lyn’s work is somewhat comparable to 
Reformation translators. Because the 
Qur’an is written in Arabic, which the 
majority of Senegalese do not speak, 
they rely on their imams to explain and 
teach the deeper truths of their holy 
book, as was the case for Europeans 
when only the Latin Bible existed be-
fore the Reformation.

For Marilyn, she cares about getting 
the word of God into Wolof so they can 
understand it for themselves. And in 
a country where only one-third is lit-
erate, WorldVenture’s Steve Newkirk 
is publishing audio recordings of the 
Wolof translation for those who can-
not read.

“Women are not encouraged to go 
to school,” said Marilyn. “With the 
translation, we’re wanting to reach 
the illiterate and especially women.”

WorldVenture missionary and trans-
lator Thomas Requadt, along with his 
wife Laura, moved to southern Mali in 

July 2003 after a forced relocation due 
to the rebels taking over their home in 
March 2003 as a result of the the Ivo-
rian civil war which broke out in 2002. 

There, as in Côte d'Ivoire, Thomas 
is working on a translation project, 
also in a highly Muslim context. With 
threats of the Islamic State looming 
over parts of West Africa, he finds it 
all the more urgent and necessary to 
equip the believers in southern Mali 
with the Bible in Shempire.

“That’s the need for the translation,” 
said the Requadts. “When things go 
south, they’ll have God’s word so they 
can go directly to it, something that 

speaks right to the heart, using 
their mental concepts.”

For all these translators, 
working in Muslim or animist 
contexts has meant a focus 
on the Old Testament, as the 
background story of the fall of 
man and the need for an ulti-
mate sacrifice is paramount. 
For Marilyn in Senegal, it’s 
important that they publish 
Wolof scripture editions in Ar-
abic lettering as well as Roman 
lettering (also a free app in the 
Google Play Store), with beau-
tiful Arabic-looking borders to 
accompany and make the words 

appealing.
Marilyn said that while Muslims 

commonly believe in the idolatry of 
Christians for worshipping three gods 
(the Trinitarian view) and for think-
ing God become a man, moments of 
clarity come to the surface during the 
Bible translation verification process. A 
Wolof man who had studied the Qur’an 
for seven years was working on Daniel 
3, the account of the four men in the 
fiery furnace.

“Who do you think the fourth man 
was?” Marilyn asked him.

After thinking for a minute, the man 

“We’re not just there for 
the linguistics; we want to 
use linguistics and Bible 
translation in order to 
make disciples and plant 
churches. That’s what we’re 
all about: seeing people 
transformed by the gospel.”
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WorldVenture missionary Thomas Requadt works on a Shempire translation draft with a 
local Malian. BELOW: A woman in Cote d'Ivoire reads a Bible written in Senofou.
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responded in an astounding way: 
“Maybe God, protecting them.” 

 

EVANGELICAL OUTREACH

The misconceptions surrounding Bi-
ble translators often revolve around an 
image of a frail missionary bent over 
a typewriter in a dark room, tediously 
converting biblical truths into a remote 
language spoken in the middle of the 

jungle. It’s seen as an isolating, dry, 
uninteresting task that only the most 
dedicated labor their whole lives to 
accomplish.

In reality, many of these missionaries 
organize and lead teams of local trans-
lators during their projects, relying on 
native Wolof, Shempire, and Nyarafo-
lo speakers to accomplish the initial 
drafts often with help from the mis-
sionary in understanding the text in 
the original language. They then take 

these drafts and have them translated 
back into French so outside consul-
tants can check the translation. Before 
the consultant arrives, Marilyn and 
Linn have their teams take the draft 
out into the community to read it to 
people representing different facets of 
society, checking for clarity. During the 
actual translation verification with a 
consultant, some who are bilingual (in 
the translation’s language and French) 
come to help check the text, telling the 

B Y  C H A R I T Y  B U T L E R

WorldVenture missionary Mark Penner works on a portion of the Japanese Sign Language Bible, which is projected to finish in 2030.  
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a Bible study one evening 
in Japan, a Deaf man 
approached WorldVenture 

missionaries Mark and Mary Esther Penner 
with a perplexing question. He asked why 
John 3:16 said that Jesus was not destroyed, 
but everyone else was destroyed.

They were confused, so Araki signed the 
verse: “For God so loved the world that he 
gave his one person, that whoever stands in 
him shall not be destroyed but have eternal 
life.” He was having difficulty with the word 
“destroyed.” To him this scripture meant 
that Jesus was not destroyed, and therefore 
everyone else was. 

“That’s what the Japanese Bible says to 
you?” Mark asked. “You need a sign language 
Bible that says what it really says.”

What many don’t realize is how separate 
Japanese Sign Language (JSL) is from 
Japanese itself. Someone in the Deaf culture 
who has never heard spoken Japanese 
approaches a Japanese Bible as if it were 
a second language. The Deaf do not fully 
comprehend the grammar or cultural 
meaning inherent in a text created for spoken 
language.

The Penners first began working with the 
Japanese Deaf community and learning JSL 
in 1979. In 1983, they came back to Japan to 
work as church planters, where they began to 
see misunderstandings cropping up about the 

Deaf community. They realized they needed 
to translate the Bible so the Deaf in Japan 
could have a Bible in their heart language. 
Since the Japanese Sign Language Bible 
project’s inception in 1993, 24 percent of the 
Bible has been translated and is projected to 
be complete by the year 2030.

“This is a phenomenal time to be doing this 
work, because now there is an app,” Mary 
Esther said. “And they have God’s word in 
their phone, in their back pocket.”

Even with newer technology making the 
Bible more accessible, creating the Bible 
translations is an arduous process. Still, the 
Penners have also seen people come to Christ 
through the project, while also sparking more 
translation projects in four other countries in 
Southeast Asia. They’ve often had non-Chris-
tians do the signing for the videos, and these 
non-Christians spend months in God’s word. 
As a result, a woman came to know Christ 
and is now the main translator and a project 
director.

“I love that,” Mary Esther said. “Because it’s 
not [us], it’s God’s Spirit using God’s word. 
You know then you’ve got people who are 
really serious about following Jesus because 
it’s not a human influence at all.”

consultant what they heard when it is 
read to them.

In other words, these translators 
are engaging in evangelical outreach. 
Linn recalls one Muslim man who was 
helping her team verify the Gospels. 
Near the end of the project, the man 
proclaimed, “This is really danger-
ous. You could want to maybe even be 
converted to follow Jesus if you kept 
listening to this.”

Katelynn Boardwell, a short-term 

translation worker and daughter of 
WorldVenture missionaries in Ireland, 
served for two months with the Nyara-
folo translation team. She recalls one 
Muslim man from the community who 
was doing the back translation of the 
book of John.

“I was praying that God would soft-
en his heart and show him His truth,” 
Katelynn said. “The book of John is so 
explicit about how you’re saved, and 
how Jesus is the one who gets you to 

heaven, that I was praying he would 
have an open mind.”

Several times, the man would pull 
back from the table and sit with his 
head in his hands. When he came to 
John 14 and read how Jesus is “the 
way, the truth and the life,” he again 
pulled back from the table and didn’t 
say a word. On the last day of his proj-
ect, the man said he wanted to come 
into the kingdom of God.

“The word of God is powerful,” said 

AT 

WORLDVENTURE.COM
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Katelynn. “Linn told him we had been 
praying for him the whole time.”

For WorldVenture workers devoted 
to these translation projects, this is 
the whole goal. It’s not just about lin-
guistics, but about offering people the 
opportunity to read and wrestle with 
the word of God as they have never 
heard it before.

“We’re not just there for the linguis-
tics; we want to use linguistics and 
Bible translation in order to make 
disciples and plant churches,” said 
Thomas in Mali. “That’s what we’re 
all about: seeing people transformed 
by the gospel.”

It’s no surprise that the tedious na-
ture of Bible translation requires hard 
work and dedication, but just as it sus-
tained Tyndale and others before them, 
it’s also no surprise how a firm belief 
in the lost state and sin of humanity 
spurs them onward.

“People have no hope without Jesus,” 
said Linn. “They are enslaved to a sys-
tem that impoverishes them, that takes 
away their liberties, and Jesus is the 
only hope.” 

“In order to make [the Bible] 
meaningful or understandable, 
you often have to change the 

way things are phrased…but you 
also are keeping the naturalness 
of the language in the translation 
so that it will be acceptable and 

heard and understood.”

    WRITTEN BY KATE TRACY

WORLDVENTURE.COM
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H O W  T O  G E T  I N V O LV E D

G O : 
If you are feeling God’s call for you to step out in faith and 
improve literacy and Bible understanding for the purpose 
of church planting, visit www.worldventure.com/go and talk 
to one of our coaches about opportunities in each of these 
places, as well as many others.  

P R AY : 
Pray for WorldVenture Bible translators and their national 
partners in West Africa. Pray their hard work would be 
fruitful and result in making more disciples among the Wolof, 
Nyarafolo, and the Senofou people. Pray for more leaders to 
be called to Bible translation for the sake of those who have 
yet to have the Bible in their own language. 

G I V E : 
WorldVenture translators are in need of more funds to ensure 
getting the Bible into the hands of local Africans. Please 
consider visiting www.worldventure.com to give to these 
efforts and more.  

W O R L D V E N T U R E . C O M / O P P O R T U N I T I E S
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nderground in Moscow’s metro 
stations, the ornate chandeliers, 
gilded paintings and arched 

columns don’t make sense. The 
beauty and artistry in these sta-

tions belong in an art museum or a palace, not 
hidden beneath the earth where they go unnoticed 
by hurried commuters. And yet, it does seem to 
fit. After all, this level of grandeur seems appro-
priate for any part of the city that gave the world 
Pushkin, Dostoevsky, and Tolstoy.

Above ground, the colorful, cartoonish spires 
of Saint Basil’s Cathedral arise almost playfully 

across from the intimidating walls of the Krem-
lin. Nearby, Vladimir Lenin’s mausoleum does 
not let visitors get too comfortable. And in the 
suburbs surrounding Moscow, beauty is hard to 
find, as grey Soviet-era apartments—file cabinets 
for people, as one traveler observed—speckle the 
flat landscape.

In the midst of these contrasting values of a com-
plicated country, Lenin’s words still echo in the 
Russian consciousness, as artists wrestle with the 
past and the future:

“Every artist, everyone who considers himself an 
artist, has the right to create freely according to 

"UNDER COMMUNISM, WE LEARNED HOW TO PRAY 
AND WE LEARNED HOW TO MOURN, BUT WE WANT 
YOU TO TEACH US HOW TO WORSHIP."
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his ideal, independently of everything. 
However, we are Communists and we 
must not stand with folded hands and 
let chaos develop as it pleases. We must 
systemically guide this process and 
form its result.”

Recovering from decades of 
state-sanctioned music labels and 
other forms of artistic censorship has 
not been easy, especially since the fall 
of the Soviet Union brought in a rush 
of Western media and art. Russians 
happily consumed what they had been 
denied for so long, which in turn sti-
fled their own desires and inspiration 
to create.

But even as Russia seeks to suppress 
opportunities for its citizens to hear 
about the Creator with its recent an-
ti-evangelism laws, glimmers of hope 
exist.

Nastya is a Russian woman who grew 

up in Uzbekistan. She is quiet but quick 
to smile, often found with her short 
spiky blonde head bent over a guitar 
as she strums a soft melody in a Bap-
tist church outside Moscow. A gifted 
singer, Nastya is part of the Moscow 
Worship Band, where she wrote the 
song “We Are Waiting for You.”

“I think people—especially maybe 
here in Moscow—are always waiting 
for a better life,” she said. “We want 
bad things to go away; we are waiting 
for something new...but sometimes, 
we are so deep into that waiting that 
we forget about waiting for God. And 
this song is about how to live your life 
so that you are always ready for Christ 
to come.”

Andrey, another Russian musician, 
wrote a song called “From the Deep” 
on that same album. Andrey is jovial, 
but a commanding worship leader with 

a pure and distinct voice. When An-
drey and Nastya harmonize during a 
mournful, minor chorus on the album, 
it communicates truths about God in 
a way only music can.

“The music and lyrics produced the 
right emotions in us: joy, gratitude, and 
repentance,” said Andrey. “We wanted 
to bring that to other people.”

Nastya and Andrey are just two Rus-
sian worship artists WorldVenture 
missionaries Gerry and Marla Schro-
eder have mentored over the past 12 
years in the country. With extensive 
backgrounds of serving churches 
through their music, drama, and tech 
experience, God led the Schroeders 
to help the talented Russian people 
develop in these areas as well.

One partner pastor told the Schroed-
ers, “Under communism, we learned 
how to pray and we learned how to 

Saint Basil's Cathedral stands tall in Moscow's Red Square. 
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“We know our churches. We 
know what our churches need, 
so we can emphasize some 
particular things that connect to 
our churches to inspire our own 
people to worship God.”

24

Gerry and Marla Schroeder rehearse with local Russians for a worship service, where they 
led the congregation in Russian-original as well as translated western worship songs.  
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mourn, but we want you to teach us 
how to worship.”

The Russian music style—reflective 
of their country’s conflicted past—is 
more mournful, say Marla and Gerry; 
Russian music explores many differ-
ent modes of minor keys, resulting in 
refreshing melodic lines. The simple, 
four-chord structure of western mu-
sic—many times written in major, more 
joyful keys—does not always work as 
effectively for the Russian people. As 
the Schroeders partner with these 
young artists, they understand the 
importance of preserving this musical 
identity.

“We want to really maintain the chord 
structures that resonate with the Rus-
sian soul: these different modes of mi-
nor variations that they use, which is 
really the way they communicate their 
hearts from their childhood,” they said.

For Andrey, the issue of Russians 
writing Russian worship songs is 
complicated. Part of the problem ex-

“There is something 
that speaks to the 
hearts of people in the 
songs that originate here, 
both in the language of 
songs and in the themes.”

25

Marla Schroeder hugs one of the participants during 
Fine Arts Day Camp, a weeklong effort aimed at 
promoting the arts among Moscow's suburban youth. 
RIGHT: The Schroeders, along with their ministry 
partner Andrey, lead worship Sunday. 
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ists because as Western music flooded 
into the country, they started translat-
ing those worship songs into Russian. 
While Gerry and Marla lead a strong 
translation team to make sure the 
translation process is excellent and 
consistent, other translations do not 
entirely capture the deeper meaning 
of the songs. Still, many Western wor-
ship songs are popular among Russian 
Christians, and it’s hard to refrain from 
singing some of the bigger hits.

“But when we compare even the 
best translated songs with the songs 
that are original in Russian, there is 
a difference,” said Andrey. “There is 
something that speaks to the hearts of 
people in the songs that originate here, 
both in the language of songs and in 
the themes.”

Every year, the Schroeders organize 
and host the Soli Deo Gloria worship 
conference, where they fly in renowned 
songwriters to teach workshops, while 
also hosting a songwriting contest.

“We know our churches,” said Nastya. 
“We know what our churches need, 
so we can emphasize some particular 
things that connect to our churches 
to inspire our own people to worship 
God.’

These efforts to encourage Russian 
artists to express worship in their 
own way are working. The Schroeders 
created a publishing platform so that 
Russian songs could be gathered, dis-
tributed, and translated in one place, 
all under U.S. copyright law. Already, 
publishers from all over the world 
are contacting the Schroeders about 
translations and songs from Russia. 
The Schroeders hope to start a music 
label in the future. 

It’s difficult to measure the broad 
influence this type of work is hav-
ing within Russia. At least two of the 
Schroeders’ close partners are lead-
ers in organizations with thousands 
of Russian churches. But perhaps in-
fluence is something better measured 

up close, from those who have worked 
with the Schroeders.

“I saw their dedication,” said Nas-
tya. “I saw the passion in them about 
worshipping, about helping musicians. 
They care about us as musicians and 
Christians very much. They give us 
opportunities to grow.”

“It’s a very important point in Russia 
that if someone is considered to be a 
mentor, they’re not just wise or more 
experienced but they are supposed to 
be your friend,” said Andrey. “Gerry 
and Marla they have been doing exactly 
that. They have been investing their 
time and efforts in me and in other 
leaders in Russia, and they spent years 
and years just building the right rela-
tionship so they could really influence 
us for good.” 

 
    WRITTEN BY KATE TRACY

WORLDVENTURE.COM
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FOR THE PAST 10 YEARS, WORLDVENTURE 
WORKERS HAVE WELCOMED AND WITNESSED 
GOD MOVING IN THE HEARTS OF EUROPE’S 
MOST VULNERABLE. 

27
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a European church* that has almost 
doubled in size due to the large influx 
of Syrian, Afghani, Iranian, and other 
refugees, WorldVenture workers Kirk* 
and Renae* are witnesses to miracles.

Kirk had the privilege of baptizing an 
Iranian refugee, who said, “I left with 
nothing. This is the best day of my life.”

A woman from Afghanistan described 
her new life in Christ this way: “All my 
life I’ve been a good Muslim. I went to 
imams, but it never seemed real. After 
we went through the book of John, God 
became near.”

All around them, people from hard-
to-reach places are finding God. It’s 
a beautiful thing when people once 
prejudiced against the West and all it 
represents are welcomed and intro-
duced to a heavenly citizenship that 
will never go away. And Kirk and Renae 
get to be a part of these people's lives 
on a weekly basis.

But these stories don’t begin in such 
a heartwarming way.

They begin in the middle of the Ae-
gean Sea, on an overcrowded raft that 
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threatnes to capsize at any moment. 
Kirk and Renae knew one Syrian man 
who journeyed through Turkey with a 
friend using smugglers the whole way. 
While crossing the Aegean Sea at night, 
the rickety 10-man raft they were on 
capsized. Everyone drowned, except 
for him and his friend.

If someone is fortunate enough to live 
through the sea crossing, they usually 
find themselves holed up somewhere 
in Eastern Europe in old abandoned 
buildings, living on nothing, waiting 
months to complete the next stage of 
the journey.

There’s a reason most of the people 
making this journey are young men. 
That’s because the journey itself is very 
physically challenging and dan-
gerous, not to mention the extra 
risk of abuses that can happen 
to women. “No wonder God 
repeatedly calls His people to 
‘love the stranger,'” said Kirk.

Kirk and Renae have been 
reaching out to refugees in Eu-
rope since 2006, long before 
images of the drowned Syrian 
boy caught the world’s atten-
tion. They have created a ha-
ven of safety, community, and 
learning at their refugee center, 
where they offer German class-
es, sewing classes, an international 
café, sports, guitar lessons, ceramics, 
and women’s programs, among other 
things. They also engage members of 
local churches in volunteering to help 
meet the tangible needs of these refu-
gees as they wait for their asylum cases 
to be processed.

“It is a foretaste of heaven, where 
every tribe, tongue, and nation will 
worship the Lamb,” said Renae. “To be 
able to live that out with new believers 
and just look around the room and see 
the diversity of Christ’s kingdom is a 
privilege.”

Kirk and Renae find many of the refu-
gees they interact with to be spiritually 
open and hungry:  many times they are 
disillusioned with the radical expres-
sions of Islam that drove them out of 
their homelands.

But what happens when the West 
isn’t welcoming? Does it push these 
refugees to turn to a more radical ex-
pression of their faith?

“It certainly could,” said Kirk. “They 
have prejudices that the West is im-
moral and godless. So if they come 
and they experience a slap in the face 
or a slammed door…of course that’s 
just going to reinforce what they have 
heard: that these people are godless.”

The opposite, then, is also true. When 

true believers offer love and compas-
sion to vulnerable, traumatized indi-
viduals, the transformation is dramat-
ic. Which makes what Kirk and Renae 
do all the more important.

Renae tells one story about an Af-
ghani woman who fled with her son 
to escape from the Taliban. While she 
had made it to Western Europe, her 
son was stuck in Bulgaria. He couldn’t 
get through, a fact that tormented his 
mother. Renae simply asked if she 
could pray in the name of Jesus for 
this woman and her son. The woman 
agreed.

“The next week he showed up,” said 
Renae.

Kirk's church requires refugees to 
complete a rigorous baptism class be-
fore they can be baptized. While some 
refugees may exploit the church to gain 
asylum, many of them are found to be 
genuine in their conversion. 

“There are people after they are 
baptized who are still in a Bible study 

“There are people after 
they are baptized who 
are still in a Bible study 
class and being discipled 
and wanting to learn,” 
said Renae. “They’ve 
continued in that process.”
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class and being discipled and wanting 
to learn,” said Renae. “They’ve contin-
ued in that process.”

Kirk and Renae have been encour-
aged at the broader evangelical com-
munity’s response to the refugee crisis. 
They still encourage American Chris-
tians to prepare for even more refugees 
in America too.

“Just be ready to be a friend,” Kirk 

said. “Do not put pressure on yourself 
to do any more than that.”

WRITTEN  BY KATE TRACY

WORLDVENTURE.COM
/europe-refugees

*Names omitted for security reasons
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needs of developing 
countries bombard 
the average Amer-
ican on an almost 
daily basis. A village 

in Malawi needs clean water. Orphans in Albania 
need food. People along the Amazon need medical 
attention. But in the middle of trending projects 
and buzzworthy activism, it’s easy to overlook or 
neglect issues below the surface, such as mental 
health.

“There are those needs that need to be met, such 
as medical care and food, but that doesn’t always 
reach the deeper needs that people have,” said 
Eric Flaa, a WorldVenture missionary serving in 
Rwanda. “If you have somebody who has been 
traumatized, or severely depressed,  you can do 
humanitarian work, but they’re still broken.”

Eric teaches church leaders how to counsel people 
within their own congregation. Unlike the U.S., 
Rwanda lacks significant mental health care re-
sources like suicide prevention hotlines and mental 
health hospitals.

Rwanda has a rate of only 0.01 mental health 

hospitals per 100,000 people, according to the 
World Health Organization. And while there are 
no official statistics on the suicide rate in Rwanda, 
the WHO estimates neuropsychiatric disorders 
contribute to 4.8 percent of the “global burden 
of disease.”

When Eric first moved to Rwanda in late 2004 
to teach English, he realized he fell in love with 
the country and his team, but he realized he dis-
liked teaching. So he began praying about what 
to do next.

That’s when Eric, who had already received his 
undergraduate degree in psychology from North-
western College in Minnesota, began to feel God 
calling him to use his passion for counseling and 
mental health care in a cross-cultural context.

He then moved back to the United States, and 
over the next 10 years, he obtained his master’s 
degree and worked in Colorado as a counselor. 
But his dream of returning to Rwanda never left 
him. And after much prayer and hard work, he 
finally returned, this time deploying his skill set 
and passions for long-term work.

“The services that I can provide allow us to reach 

Is Mental 
Health a 
Priority in 
Missions?
HOW ONE MISSIONARY IS FORGING A PATH 
FOR MENTAL HEALTH COUNSELING IN THE 
TRAUMA-RIDDEN COUNTRY OF RWANDA. 

By Charity Butler
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people in a different way. Still, the goal 
is to see them be transformed by the 
power of the Holy Spirit, by the power 
of Christ, to be as God has made them 
to be,” he said.

While most people were encourag-
ing and supportive of Eric’s decision to 
counsel Rwandans as a gospel minis-
try, others did not understand. Some 
within the evangelical church hold that 
mental health issues are always spir-
itual issues. Eric and others at Worl-
dVenture believe that while there can 
be a link between the two, they aren't 
necessarily interchange-
able.

“Professionals are need-
ed who have wrestled with 
and succeeded in integrat-
ing faith and psychology,” 
said Sheryl Gudeman, one 
of WorldVenture’s Inter-
national Ministry Direc-
tors over Europe. “There 
is a great deal of work to 
be done in our region, but 
our ministry must be bal-
anced between knowing 
theories and diagnosis and 
knowing the Source of all 
healing.”

Part of WorldVenture’s 
approach to transform-
ing communities through 
the gospel involves the holistic care 
of people—emotionally, spiritually, 
and physically. Caring for nationals 
involves breaking down the stigma of 
mental health disorders within church-
es, while also discerning the effects of 
mental disorders, not just assuming 
spiritual shortfalls.

“There is a great need for trained 
mental health care professionals on 
the field, but understanding language 
and culture is absolutely critical,” said 
Sheryl, who has been counseling Span-
ish nationals for more than 15 years.

Because of the Rwandan genocide 
in 1994—when almost 1 million peo-
ple were killed in the span of a few 
months—Eric said many Rwandans 
are open and receptive to the idea of 
mental health care as a need. But there 
is still a cultural lack of trust: going 
to a counselor can be seen as a sign of 
weakness.  

“Here in Rwanda, I think there is a 
stigma of mental illness, in one part 
because there is a segment in church 
that would say mental illness is an as-
pect of spiritual warfare or demonic 

possession,” Eric said. “Others see it 
as a failure or weakness, which, again, 
in a culture where trust is difficult to 
come by, a weakness is not something 
you would like to show.”

Local church leaders know they 
can come to Eric for help when they 
are faced with a particularly difficult 
case. One church leader came to him 
recently to learn how to help a woman 
in the congregation who was suicidal. 
Through Eric’s mentorship, the pastor 
and his wife were able to talk with the 
woman and help her with some of the 

underlying issues feeding her depres-
sion. Though she still struggles, the 
woman is now doing better and is in a 
position to earn an income.

“If we say that we are the people 
of God, how do we then reach out in 
compassion to those who suffer?” Eric 
asked. “And how we do look at people 
with mental illnesses—whether it’s 
trauma, depression, or another con-
dition—and help them experience the 
healing power of the gospel and are 
transformed by it?”

Mental health care is a very im-
portant need within the 
church, not just locally in 
the United States or Rwan-
da, but globally, he said.

“We are to be the body of 
Christ, and we are to serve 
‘the least of these,’ to serve 
those that are oppressed, 
to serve those that fall 
between the cracks. And 
in many situations the 
person who is mentally ill 
falls between the cracks 
for a number of reasons,” 
he said.

Eric’s dream is to see 
more Rwandan nation-
als in mental health care 
professions, a network to 
connect mentally ill with 

professionals, and for more people in 
various professions to use their abili-
ties for the kingdom.

“Missions is not just for the pastor or 
church planter, missions is the task of 
the church,” he said. “I would love to 
see more people that are Christians 
saying ‘okay, how do I fit?’ To pursue 
missions and think about the world in 
a global matter, and how do I fit and 
serve within that framework.”

WORLDVENTURE.COM
 /counseling-missions

“We are to be the body of 
Christ, and we are to serve ‘the 
least of these,’ to serve those 
who are oppressed, to serve 
those that fall between the 
cracks. And in many situations 
the person who is mentally ill 
falls between the cracks for a 
number of reasons.” 
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“Here in Rwanda, I think there is a stigma of 
mental illness, in one part because there is 
a segment in church that would say mental 

illness is an aspect of spiritual warfare or 
demonic possession. Others see it as a 

failure or weakness, which, again, in a culture 
where trust is difficult to come by, a weakness 

is not something you would like to show.”
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ALUMNI
MELBA MEANS

h e n  M e l b a 
Means arrived 
in Cote d’Ivoire 
as a single mis-
sionary woman in 
1958, she under-
stood the culture 
would be different. 

What she didn’t know: she would be 
risking her life to protect and serve 
women stuck in an unfair system.

Cote d’Ivoire used to be a matrilin-
eal society. The women, once married, 
lived under the authority of their broth-
ers in the village, while their husbands 
lived in separate villages with their sis-
ters. This meant women always found 
themselves in arranged but impersonal 
marriages, with their children under 
the authority of uncles who did not love 
or care for them. 

When the central government even-
tually changed these laws, Melba and 
her partners were there to protect girls 
from it still happening.

“We said to the girls, ‘We don’t have 
any idea about where we’re going from 
here, but if anybody tries to force you to 
marry somebody you are not wanting 
to marry, then tell us and we will pray 
about it and we will see what the next 
step is,” said Melba.

This was in 1967. A few weeks after 
the law changed, a girl from one of the 
villages came to Melba’s home and said 
she was being forced into marriage. 
Melba and a few other men from the 
dispensary went with the woman back 
to the village, but the villagers assured 
Melba that the forced marriage would 
not happen.

A few weeks later, Melba awoke to 
knocks on her door at 6 a.m. to find 
the woman, bruised and beaten, saying 
she was again being forced into the 

marriage. Melba drove through the tall 
elephant grass back to the village, only 
to find one drunk elder threatening to 
kill the girl. So Melba and the other 
missionaries took the girl and em-
ployed her, and she eventually married 
(voluntarily) a doctor at the mission 
hospital. Their marriage was the first 
Christian marriage Melba witnessed 
in Cote d'Ivoire.

In another instance, Melba was teach-
ing a girl how to read and write under a 
tree by the creek where the Christians 
often met. The girl’s father was a fetish-
er who wielded significant power in the 
community, and he came down and 
asked Melba what she was doing. The 
girl told her father she would not marry 
the man he had selected for her, so the 
father said he would kill her, chasing 
her through the elephant grass. Melba 
and the other missionary grabbed the 
girl, shielding her from her father.

“If you touch her or do her any harm, 
we will call the police in Korhogo,” they 

told the girl’s father, as the Ivorians 
greatly feared the police at that time.

The standoff lasted hours, but the 
father eventually gave in and let his 
daughter leave with Melba.

These incidents are just a few exam-
ples of Melba’s dedication to helping 
women flourish in this environment. 
Incidentally, education—including 
literacy for those who couldn’t read—
was one of the big ways she chose to 
accomplish this task. When the boys’ 
school closed for the planting season, 
Melba would teach the girls instead. 
These significant steps have planted 
the legacy of girls’ education in Cote 
d’Ivoire, which is currently champi-
oned by WorldVenture missionary Jane 
van den Berg, who now has 18 girls 
attending her school. 

W
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    WRITTEN BY KATE TRACY
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ave you ever read a passage in 
the Bible and you cannot escape 
the profound, persistent ques-
tion it provokes within you? Not 
just the next day or the following 

week, but months later, when you continue to turn 
the passage over in your mind for details and in 
your heart for the Lord’s voice? Jeremiah 32 is not 
done with me yet.

Sandwiched between the promise of the New 
Covenant in chapter 31 and God’s promise of an 
heir of David ruling over Israel in chapter 33, is 
this rather simple and seemingly mistimed in-
struction for Jeremiah to buy his cousin’s field. 
Even as Jeremiah is recording the deed of pur-
chase for his cousin’s field, the Babylonians are 
assaulting the walls of Jerusalem.

 Jeremiah is under house arrest. The end of the 
kingdom is at hand. And Jeremiah is instructed 
to buy a field, which he does. Jeremiah is the epit-
ome of faithfulness and obedience, even when his 
countrymen are not.

Yahweh’s response to the inevitable “why” that 
leaps out of Jeremiah’s prayer is simply this: I am 
not done with Israel. One day I will gather my 
people to this place and life will return to a new 
normal. I will be their God and they will be my 
people. Fields will be bought and sold. Vineyards 
will be planted and harvested. 

And Jeremiah, you won’t be here to see it, so 

buy a field in my redemption plans. Invest in a 
future that you will only see by faith. Jeremiah, 
that’s why you bought your cousin’s field: I am 
the covenant-keeping God who will ensure the 
new covenant will be a reality, the likes of which 
you can only imagine. Jeremiah, buy a field for 
a future harvest!

When I pray over WorldVenture’s collective influ-
ence to make disciples, I am painfully reminded of 
just how few we are and how immense is the task 
that remains. Yes, more workers in the harvest 
are indispensable. And partnerships in the gospel 
are not a convenience but an absolute necessity to 
disciple the nations to Jesus.

Yet, I am left with Jeremiah’s question: am I 
willing to buy a field in a future that I may not 
live to see? And likewise, at 73 years young, are 
we of WorldVenture still willing to invest in fields 
today where we may not live to see the harvest?

May God free us from the American value that so 
yearns for an immediate return on the dollar that 
we miss His invitation to invest in His redemptive 
plans even in the middle of the siege on our walls. 
Brothers, may we be counted with Jeremiah as 
men and women engaged in the challenges of our 
day and investing in God’s as yet unseen redemp-
tive realities. WorldVenture: buy fields for a future 
harvest where the kingdom of this world yet holds 
peoples in bondage, for our God is not yet done!

And, Jeremiah 32 is not done with us yet.

Final Word from the President 
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N E W  D E P A R T U R E S

Bill and Janet Sass departed for Malawi 
in October, where they will be serving 
children and widows affected by the 
HIV/Aids pandemic through community 
development.

A couple departed for Albania in August 
to evangelize Albanians in the context 
of relationships, establish self-sustaining 
churches led by Albanians, and encourage 
Albanian missions movements to greater 
Albania and beyond.

A couple departed for eastern Asia in 
September, where they will be teaching 
English, sharing the gospel, discipling 
young believers, and working with national 
pastors.

Rachel McGarvey departed for Guinea 
in October, where she will be discipling 
women from universities and in the church, 
while also working toward ministry into the 
rest of the city.

BILL&JANET
SASS

RACHEL
MCGARVEY

M A L AW I

A L B A N I A E A S T E R N
A S I A

G U I N E A

P A T H F I N D E R S

C A R E E R

C Ô T E  D ’ I V O I R E P H I L I P P I N E SJ A P A N
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RYAN T. MATT

SHANE

KAITLIN
BULETTIROSENBUSH

RANNO

 SPENGLER
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C Ô T E 
D ’ I V O I R E

M A L A W I

P H I L I P P I N E S
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G U I N E A

A L B A N I A

E A S T E R N   A S I A
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w w w . w o r l d v e n t u r e . c o m

WHO IS WORLDVENTURE?
WHO WE ARE : WorldVenture is a Christian missionary sending 

agency. We train, send, and support Christ-followers to work 

internationally for the purpose of making disciples, catalyzing 

movements of the gospel, and building the global church. 

WHAT WE DO : We work in more than 65 countries utilizing the 

arts, media, business, education, family and medicine, church 

outreach, science and agriculture, and government to speak 

among the unreached, unchurched, and unwanted peoples of the 

world the simple, life-giving message of Jesus. 

OUR MISSION : To see people of all nations transformed by Jesus 

Christ in partnership with His church. 
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@ w o r l d v e n t u r e

v i m e o . c o m / w o r l d v e n t u r e
f a c e b o o k . c o m / w o r l d v e n t u r e

@ w o r l d v e n t u r e

If you feel the call from God on your life to fulfill the Great 

Commission internationally, we are so thankful you’re 

considering us. The next step is to fill out our online GO form, 

and one of our coaches will connect with you soon.  

You can also follow us on social media to stay connected. 

w w w . w o r l d v e n t u r e . c o m / g o

HOW TO GET INVOLVED
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info@worldventure.com | 720.283.2000


